
                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
 

 
 

PCS Special:    06 July 

06J7 Madhya Pradesh CM lays foundation stone for Adani Group‟s defence factory in 
Shivpuri 

                                                                            
06J7 Questioning the hype around U.P.‟s „revenue surplus‟ 

             „            ‟                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOTIC IAS  
Daily Current Affairs 

The Hindu Newspaper 
06 July 2026 
YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
 

06J7. 
Madhya 

Pradesh CM 
lays 
foundation 

stone for 
Adani 
Group‟s 

defence 
factory in 
Shivpuri 

             
            
           

                                        

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav and Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 
on Sunday laid the foundation stone for a defence manufacturing plant of the Adani Group 
being built in Shivpuri district. 

                                और                                   र    र                    
ब  र                                          र  ऱ  र    

 The unit, a missile and propellant manufacturing facility, is being set up by Adani 
Defence and Aerospace, a subsidiary of the Adani Group, at a cost of ₹2,500 crore. 

 य      , ए         और       (       )              ,                  य              
                      र  
₹2,500         ऱ       
             र       
 

 
06J7. Questioning 
the hype around 

U.P.‟s „revenue 
surplus‟ 

             „      

      ‟         
             

 Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, who spoke 

about the State‘s 
growth at his 
government‘s Industry 
Leaders Roadshow in 
Bengaluru on June 
24, emphasised how 

U.P. has had a 
“revenue surplus in 
the last six years”. 
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                                       24        ब  ऱ            र  र                          
र  य           र ब    र     ए    ब    र   र   य       र         “                      

      ” र       
 The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)‟s 2024-25 State Finances Report released 

on June 16 said that U.P. not only reported revenue surpluses in 2024-25, but its ₹59,327 
crore surplus was the highest, accounting for nearly 50% of the total revenue surplus of 
₹1.27 lakh crore reported by 13 States. 

 16          र                           (CAG)    2024-25                         य       र 
             ऱ 2024-25    र                  य , ब         ₹59,327                 ब   
       ,    13                     ₹1.27                            भ  50%     

 Yet an analysis of CAG and RBI data shows that this surplus stems from U.P.‘s persistent 
inability to spend its own budget. 

   र    CAG औ  RBI                ऱ            ऱ         य           र                 
ब ट         र      ऱ    र                         

 Over the past decade, it has consistently underspent its budgeted expenditure, by at least 
15% every year since 2019-20 (Chart 1). 

    ऱ  ए        ,      ऱ    र                                     य    ,       2019-20    
                15%        (     1) र       

 Maharashtra, by contrast, nearly met its revenue targets and spent more than budgeted, 
thereby reporting a deficit (Chart 2). 

         र  ,             ऱ         र     ऱ य            य  और ब ट               य , 
        र            (     2)       य   

 Yet, U.P. underspends even the funds budgeted by the Centre, despite receiving the highest 
allocation. 

   र   ,                       र      ब        र             र        र    र            र  
 र            र          
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06J7. Modi hails Syama Prasad Mookerjee as „champion of national unity‟ 

                             „                     ‟       

 Paying tribute to Mookerjee on his 125th birth anniversary in an op-ed article titled “A life 
devoted to India‟s unity and progress”, Mr. Modi lauded him as a leader who combined 
intellectual achievement and integrity. 

 125           र “A life devoted to India‟s unity and progress”         ऱ  ए  ऱ            
          ऱ        ए                          ब  य ,                     और                   

    य   य   
 As the youngest Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, Mookerjee brought a range 

of patriotic and futuristic changes, in the spirit of “India First”. 

                       ब   य                             “India First”                   

        भ        और भ    -            र       ए  

„Alternative voice‟ 

 „            ‟ 

 At a time when the Congress was omnipresent, Mr. Modi said, Mookerjee founded the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951 as ―an alternative voice to speak up for India‟s progress 
while staying attached to our cultural roots‖. 

                    ब            र ओर        ,  ब          1951    भ                      
भ                ऱए ए                          ,       र                        र    

 His tenure as India‟s first Minister for Industry and Supply displayed his conception of 
comprehensive and humane development. 

 भ                                                  य   ऱ        और                      
    र               य   

 Terming the First Amendment to the Constitution brought by Nehru as a ―direct assault on 
free speech‖, the Prime Minister said Mookerjee was among its ―staunchest critics‖. 

         र  ऱ ए  ए                            भ                  र ―       ऱ ‖ ब       ए 

                              ―               ‖           
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06J7. Chhattisgarh‟s Pandavani 

legend Teejan Bai dies at 70 

                              

       70                    

 Teejan Bai, an artist who took 
the ancient Chhattisgarhi folk tradition 
of Pandavani, the musical narration of 
the Mahabharata, to the world, died at 70 
at the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) in Raipur on Sunday 

after a prolonged illness. 

         ,            भ             य 

                                         
          र          य ,    ऱ ब  ब   र     
ब   र    र                     भ      

                 (AIIMS)    70         य  
            य   

 She was conferred the Padma 
Shri, Padma Bhushan, and Padma 
Vibhushan, India‘s second highest 

civilian honour. 

            ,     भ    औ        भ   ,      र        र            र          ,            

  य   य      

 Back when she started, women traditionally performed Pandavani while sitting in the 
Vedamati style. 

  ब                   ,  ब    ऱ ए    र   र                   ब   र                       र   
     

 However, Teejan Bai challenged this tradition and began performing standing in the Kapalika 
style of male performers, with acting, dialogues, singing, and expressions. 

   ऱ    ,      ब          र  र               और       ऱ   र                           र 
    य,      ,   य  और                               य   

 This style later became her distinctive identity. 

 य    ऱ  ब                        ब      
 Clad in a red saree draped in the Chhattisgarhi pattern, and holding the tanpura (stringed 

instrument), she would leave audiences spellbound wherever she performed. 

                                   और                (            ) ऱ  र                        
   ,                   र           

Pandavani 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
 

 

 
 

• Pandavani is a traditional oral storytelling and folk singing tradition of Chhattisgarh, 

centered on the stories of the Mahabharata, particularly the lives and heroic deeds of the 

Pandavas. 

• The word Pandavani literally means "the story (Vani) of the Pandavas." 

• It is one of India's most celebrated forms of folk narrative performance, combining 

music, storytelling, acting, dialogue, dance, and dramatic expression. 

• The performer narrates episodes from the Mahabharata in the local Chhattisgarhi dialect, 

making the epic accessible to ordinary people. 

• Pandavani represents the rich oral tradition through which India's ancient epics have been 

transmitted across generations. 
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Musical Instruments Used 

• Tambura (principal instrument). 

• Harmonium. 

• Manjira. 

• Kartal. 

• Dholak. 

• Tabla. 

Two Major Styles of Pandavani 

Vedamati Style 

• The performer generally remains seated. 

• Greater emphasis is placed on narration. 

• Singing is more restrained. 

• Traditional style. 

• Considered closer to the older oral tradition. 

Kapalik Style 

• The performer stands and moves across the stage. 

• Rich use of dramatic acting. 

• Dynamic body language. 

• Energetic expressions. 

• Greater audience interaction. 

• More theatrical presentation. 
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06J7. The Declaration of Independence and the making of universal rights 

                  औ      भ                       

 He opened with Jefferson: 

                               : 
 ―All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 

rights, among them are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 

 ― भ                                                                                     , 
          ,         औ                       

 This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United 
States of America in 1776.‖ 

 य    र     1776                                                 य   य     ‖ 

A rough draft of history 

                   भ        

 In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson, 33, sat at a portable writing desk in a rented room in 
Philadelphia and drafted what the Second Continental Congress had commissioned. 

     1776   , 33    य                  ऱ      य     ए    र ए      र     ए    ट बऱ ऱ        

 र ब   र            य र   य ,                                   य र  र        य           
 He later said he ―turned to neither book nor pamphlet while writing it,‖ drawing only on what 

he called ―the common sense of the subject.‖ 

        ब                    ―     ऱ      य              और                         र   ऱय ,‖ 
ब       ऱ     र     र  र               ―   य             झ‖      

 The Declaration‘s core propositions came primarily from John Locke‟s Two Treatises of 
Government (1689). 

                य            य                        Two Treatises of Government 

(1689)     ऱए  ए     
 Natural rights precede government; government derives its legitimacy from the consent of 

the governed; when a government systematically violates those rights, the people may 

overthrow it. 

                 र  र      ऱ        ;  र  र                                         र     ; 
 ब      र  र  य                    र       ऱ     र     ,              ट           

 Locke‘s three natural rights were life, liberty, and property. 

 ऱ                       र    —     ,         औ         
 Jefferson changed the third to ―the pursuit of happiness.‖ 

    र         र       र    ब ऱ र ―          ‖  र   य   
 Property is a legal category with defined contents. 

          ट   र             ऱ  ए                  
 The pursuit of happiness is an open-ended aspiration that every subsequent generation has 

filled with different content: economic freedom, personal autonomy, religious practice, and the 
welfare state. 

            ए   य             ,        य     ऱ           ऱ - ऱ          र    :       

       ,  य         य   ,          य   और   य    र  र  य  
 That elasticity has become the document‘s most durable feature. 

 य                          ब      य          ब   य      
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 The Virginia Declaration of Rights, drafted by George Mason and adopted June 12, 1776, 

weeks before Jefferson began writing, had already declared that ―all men are by nature 
equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights.‖ 

              र    य र और 12     1776                               ,         र      ऱ    

     र                  ऱ      य   य    ,   ऱ            र            ―        य          
                    और                      र    ‖ 

 Jefferson knew it intimately and drew on it directly. 

    र         र               और              र    ए  
 Thomas Paine‟s Common Sense, published in January 1776, had made similar arguments 

in the popular idiom that shaped the mood Jefferson then addressed in a more formal 
register. 

             Common Sense,    र  1776              ,     रऱ                          ए, 

                       र   य          र           औ    र         य     य   

 Magna Carta (1215) and the English Bill of Rights (1689) framed rights as concessions 
from a sovereign to subjects: grants from above, which could in principle be revoked by the 
same authority that issued them. 

             (1215) और            ऑ        (1689)         र             र               

 रय य                    य :        ऊ र      ए  ए          र,                                  

ऱ                            य      
 The Declaration grounded rights in the fact of being human, prior to any government and 

independent of any sovereign‘s generosity. 

               र                    य  र     र    य ,             र  र      ऱ  और         
           र                

 More distinctively, it addressed itself not to subjects within an existing constitutional order but 
to ―the Powers of the Earth,‖ asserting the right to constitute a new political order from 

scratch. 

           ट      ,        य                       य                     ऱ               

     र  , ब    ―               ‖      ब      र     ए ए                         र      
        र           र           य   

 The right to revolution followed as a logical consequence of the premises. 

                       र              र                    य   
 The argument moves like a syllogism. 

 य      ए               र      ब        
 Thirty-five American state constitutions contain the same or similar provisions on the right 

of revolution as in the Declaration‘s preamble, and comparable language appears in the 
constitutions of France (1793), Texas, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, among others. 

                                                            य                  ऱ                
             , और        र              (1793),       ,             औ                य 

                           
 Other charges struck at self-governance itself: royal governors had suspended colonial 

legislatures and replaced statute law with royal proclamations in New York, Virginia, 
Georgia, and South Carolina. 

   य  र                र    र  र     :          र            ,        ,         औ       

            औ                 ओ       ऱ  ब   र   य     और     -                      
     ओ     ब ऱ   य      

 The implication running through all 27 counts is that a government‘s conduct can be 

itemised, documented, and judged against a standard. 
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        27                    य              र  र      र         ब  ,  ऱ     और ए  

           र  र  र               
 Every constitutional system that enumerates rights and governmental obligations inherits 

this structure. 

   य                            र  और  र  र     य           ब    र     ,       र       
           

A grammar for liberty 

                      

 Karl Marx, writing in 1864 on behalf of the First International to congratulate Abraham 
Lincoln on his reelection, named the Declaration directly. 

               1864                      ओर                                     र ब           ए 

              य          ऱ     य   
 Calling it ―the first Declaration of the Rights of Man‖ and identifying it as the event that had 

given ―the first impulse to the European revolution of the eighteenth century.‖ 

            ―                              ‖     और         ट   ब  य        ―                
                      ऱ    र      ‖ 

 He designated the document as the origin point of an entire historical era and argued that 
the working class would finish what 1776 had begun. 

                                                   भ        ब  य  और       य         र        

  य       र   र         1776          य      
 Twelve years earlier, on July 5, 1852, Frederick Douglass perhaps explained the 

phenomenon of the Declaration more keenly than anyone else. 

 ब र        ऱ , 5      , 1852                                       ट                य 

 य         ऱ             र          य   
 Born into slavery, self-educated, and by then the most prominent Black abolitionist in 

America, he stood before a crowd of around 600 people in Rochester, New York, invited to 

speak on the Independence Day of the United States of America. 

              ,   -      और      य        र       ब                   -                
ब         ऱ ,  य य       र    टर    ऱ    600 ऱ                          ए,               र      
              र ब ऱ       ऱए          य   य      

 His speech, ―What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?‖, is one of the most deliberate 

engagements with the Declaration in American history. 

          , ―                                     ?‖,     र                              ब   
    र              ए      

 ―I have said that the Declaration of Independence is the ring-bolt to the chain of your 
nation‘s destiny; so, indeed, I regard it.‖ 

 ―                                     र         य          ऱ        य       ;         ,        
                 ‖ 

 ―The principles contained in that instrument are saving principles.‖ 

 ―                                                       ‖ 
 ―Stand by those principles, be true to them on all occasions, in all places, against all foes, and 

at whatever cost.‖ 

 ―                       र  ,  र    र  र,  र       र,       र   य           और              

 र               र   ‖ 
 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted on December 10, 1948, by 48 

nations with no dissenting votes, carries the architecture of Jefferson‘s preamble into 
international law. 
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                    भ          ,      10       , 1948    48         र   ब          र          
    य   य ,    र                   र                           ऱ           

 Jefferson died on July 4, 1826, fifty years to the day after the Declaration‘s adoption. 

                 4      , 1826       ,             ब              ए   ए            र    ए     
 

 

06J7. QUIZ 

1. Bangabasi and the First Sedition Trial under 
Section 124A IPC 

  Bangabasi was a prominent Bengali newspaper 
published from Calcutta (now Kolkata) during the late 

nineteenth century. 
  It strongly opposed the Age of Consent Act, 1891, 

which increased the minimum age of consent for girls in 
marriage from 10 years to 12 years. The newspaper 

argued that the legislation represented excessive colonial 
interference in Hindu personal laws. 

  The Act was enacted following the tragic death of 
Phoolmoni (Phulmoni) Dasi, an 11-year-old child bride, 

who died in 1889 due to injuries caused by forced marital intercourse. The incident generated 

widespread public debate and prompted legal reform. 

  In 1891, the colonial government prosecuted the editors of Bangabasi under Section 124A 
(Sedition) of the Indian Penal Code, making it the first major sedition prosecution under 
this provision. The case marked the beginning of the extensive use of sedition law against 

newspapers and political critics during British rule. 

Bangabasi  

• Bangabasi (also spelled Banga Basi) 

was an influential Bengali-language 

newspaper published during the late 

nineteenth century from Calcutta. 

• It played an important role in shaping 

public opinion, promoting Indian 

nationalism, and criticizing several 

policies of the British colonial 

government. 

• The latter half of the nineteenth century witnessed the rapid growth of the vernacular 

press in India. 

• Newspapers published in Indian languages became an important medium for spreading 

ideas about: 

 Political rights.  

 Social reforms.  

 National consciousness.  

 Education.  
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 Economic exploitation under colonial rule.  

• Bangabasi was founded in 1880 by Jogendra Chandra Bose in Calcutta. 

• It soon emerged as one of the leading Bengali newspapers alongside newspapers such as 

Amrita Bazar Patrika, The Bengalee, and Sanjibani. 

Founder: Jogendra Chandra Bose (1854–1905) 

• Founder of Bangabasi. 

• Eminent journalist and nationalist. 

• Strong advocate of Indian interests under colonial rule. 

• Encouraged political awareness through journalism. 
 

2. Lawyer Who Defended Bal Gangadhar Tilak in the 1916 Sedition Case 
 Muhammad Ali Jinnah was one of the leading barristers of British India before entering full-

time politics. 

3. Lawyer Who Said, “Affection Could Not Be Manufactured” 
 Mahatma Gandhi, though primarily remembered as the leader of India's freedom struggle, 

was also a trained barrister. 

 During his 1922 sedition trial before the District and Sessions Court at Ahmedabad, 
Gandhi pleaded guilty to charges under Section 124A IPC. 

 In his famous statement before the court, he declared that "Affection cannot be 
manufactured or regulated by law."  

5. Leader Who Called the Sedition Law “Highly Objectionable and Obnoxious” 
 Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, strongly opposed the colonial offence of 

sedition. 

 During discussions in Parliament in 1951, Nehru described Section 124A IPC as "highly 
objectionable and obnoxious", stating that it should have "no place both for practical and 
historical reasons." 

 In 2023, Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code was repealed with the enactment of the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.  

GS Paper II: Polity 06 July 2026 
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06J7. Shah to launch 
several projects as 

Cooperation Ministry 
completes 5 years 

                    5 

                        

                भ   भ 

      

 Union Home and 
Cooperation Minister Amit 
Shah will lay the foundation 
stone for 47 grain storage 
godowns and inaugurate 

several major projects on 
Monday to mark the 
completion of five years 

since the formation of the 
Cooperation Ministry, a 

government statement said. 

                             
         47      भ      

             र  ऱ  र     
और                    
                            र  
           र  र         

  रय    ओ         ट   र   , 
    ए   र  र  बय          
 य   

 The Minister, 
among other initiatives, would also launch a centralised core banking platform, and 
Sahakar Sahyogi, a conversational AI-powered platform, for Urban Cooperative Banks. 

        य   ऱ                                                              ऱए             , 
ए               -                ,           र    र     

 White Revolution 2.0 

            2.0 

 The Ministry of Cooperation aimed to increase milk procurement in the country by 50% 
over the next five years by expanding cooperative coverage, generating employment and 
empowering women under White Revolution 2.0, the official said. 

      र                               ऱ य            2.0                             र 
 र  ,               र   और                 ब   र   ऱ                              (     

         )    50%    ब         
 As part of the programme, more than 25,282 Dairy Cooperative Societies (DCSs) had been 

registered across 31 States and Union Territories. 

      य           31       औ                     25,282                               
(DCSs)                        
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 The Ministry further launched sustainability initiatives in the dairy sector. 

                               (            )                           
 Sardar Patel Cooperative Dairy Federation Limited (SPCDF), which aimed to connect over 

20 lakh dairy farmers to an organised cooperative structure, the official said. 

       -                                    और                ऱए      र      ,            

  ऑ                             (SPCDF)              ,             य 20                   
          ए             र                   ,      र          

 The official added that Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) could now open additional 
branches without prior Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approval, offer doorstep banking 
services and provide higher-value housing loans. 

      र                       ऑ           (UCBs)  ब भ                (RBI)                   
 ब       र       ए    ऱ        ,                             र         और                  

ऋ    ऱ    र           
 Cooperative banks had also been brought under the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 

Micro and Small Enterprises framework. 

                                                                                         ऱ य   य  
    

GS Paper II: Governance 06 July 2026 
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06J7. The missing link in India‟s maternal health story 

 भ                                    

 Despite improvements in institutional deliveries and maternity programmes, exclusive 
breastfeeding rates have declined, according to NFHS-6 data. 

             और                       र    ब     , NFHS-6         र              

(Exclusive Breastfeeding)     र       र  ट        
 Breast milk contains antibodies that protects an infant against common illnesses such as 

diarrhoea and respiratory infections, supports healthy growth and brain development, and 
lowers the risk of malnutrition and infant mortality. 

                      र   (ए ट ब   )                        और                      य ब    रय     
ब       ,            और                    य    र                 और                        
    र       

 The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children‟s Fund (UNICEF) 

recommend initiating breastfeeding within one hour of birth and continuing it for the first six 
months. 

                   (WHO) और                     (UNICEF)        ए    ट        र        

     र         ऱ                    र  र                र       
 Trends in EBF are closely monitored in National Family Health Survey (NFHS) because 

they are important indicators of child health, nutrition and overall public health progress. 

                            (NFHS)    EBF             ब र          र                य       
ब ऱ      य,      और                   य                             

 Despite 90.6% of deliveries in the country now being institutional, fewer infants are 

exclusively breastfed during the first six months. 

         ब 90.6%                     ब        ऱ                     ओ                  

 र य     र       
 Although early initiation of breastfeeding has improved from 41.8% to 50.1%, EBF declined 

from 63.7% in NFHS-5 to 55.8% over the same period, as per NFHS-6 (2023-24). 

   ऱ                         41.8%    ब  र 50.1%         , ऱ     NFHS-6 (2023-24)    
     र EBF NFHS-5    63.7%     ट र 55.8% र   य   

 NFHS-6 data show some of the sharpest declines in exclusive breastfeeding in some of the 

largest States. 

 NFHS-6          ब               ब   र  य                      र     ब         र  ट           

    
 In Uttar Pradesh, EBF fell from 59.7% to 34.6% while in Haryana it fell from 69.5% to 41.2%. 

             EBF 59.7%     ट र 34.6%     य ,  ब              य  69.5%     ट र 41.2% र  

 य   
 Delhi witnessed a drop from 64.3% to 54% as well. 

             य   र 64.3%     ट र 54%        
 Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh also recorded declines. 

         और                  र  ट            
 In contrast, Kerala, Gujarat and West Bengal registered improvements in EBF rates. 

         र       ,        और                EBF     र         र  र      य   य   
 What is also worrying is that, as per the survey, the decline in EBF was steeper in rural 

areas. 

          ब   य                         र               EBF      र  ट          र    
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 Data show that EBF among infants below six months fell from 65.1% to 56.2% in rural areas. 

       ब                                         य         ओ     EBF 65.1%     ट र 56.2% र  

 य   
 In urban areas, it fell from 59.6% to 54.5%. 

   र          य  59.6%     ट र 54.5%     य   

A paradox 

          भ   

 Nearly 89% of women now participate in key household decisions while a similar proportion 

operate their own bank accounts. 

  ब ऱ    89%    ऱ ए    र  र             य         ऱ      ,  ब   ऱ               ऱ ए       
  य     ब             ऱ   र       

 Digital inclusion has expanded rapidly, with Internet use among women rising from 33.3% 
in NFHS-5 to 64.3% in NFHS-6. 

                        ब     ,          ऱ ओ     ब                य   NFHS-5    33.3%    
ब  र NFHS-6    64.3%     य      

 Growing economic pressures, informal employment, lack of maternity protection, 
inadequate workplace support and limited postnatal assistance continue to constrain 

many mothers‘ ability to exclusively breastfeed their infants for the recommended first six 
months,‖ said Arun Gupta, paediatrician and public health advocate recognised for his 

decades-long drive to promote breastfeeding. 

 ब              ,               ,                    ,   य                   और       

               ब             ओ              ओ                ऱ                    

        र                      र     ,‖ य  ब                  ए          य            

            ,                 ब              ऱए           ए    र    य        ऱए               

Obstacles to EBF 

 EBF           

 Health experts attribute the decline, particularly in rural India, to increased migration and 
seasonal labour, early return to agricultural and informal work, changing family 
structures, erosion of traditional support networks, greater penetration of packaged foods 
and formula products, weak postnatal counselling and rising caesarean deliveries. 

                                 भ            र  ट      र  ब        ,         ,      ए   
                         , ब ऱ                     ,   र   र    य              र     ,        

           और                   ब         ,     र                   ब                     
             

 The sharp rise in C-section rates, from 21.5% to 27.2%, is also cited as a contributing factor. 

   -          र 21.5%    ब  र 27.2%         ए       य             ऱ    र        य      
 Breastfeeding advocates say surgical deliveries can make early initiation and continuation of 

breastfeeding challenging, especially in absence of adequate postnatal lactation support. 

                                  य          र                      और       र  र    
               ,       र  य                                      

 ―Common medical reasons for not being able to exclusively breastfeed include delayed 
initiation of breastfeeding after delivery, especially following a C-section; perceived or actual 
low milk supply; lack of breastfeeding counselling and family support; maternal illness or 
complications; and difficulties faced by premature or low birth weight infants,‖ said Delhi 
Medical Association member Anil Bansal. 
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 ―                र               य        य   र             ब               र        र , 
      र   -         ब  ;         य                     ;               और           

             ;        ब   र  य    टऱ  ए ;                      य                         
         य       ऱ   ,‖                             य                   

 When breastfeeding is not possible, the WHO recommends infant formula as an 
alternative. 

  ब                      ,    WHO                 ए                                    
 Some hospitals also provide pasteurised donor human milk, particularly for preterm and 

unwell newborns. 

          ऱ                               ऱ    र      ,                              और 
                ओ      ऱए  

 However, public health experts stress that formula is intended as a substitute when 
breastfeeding cannot be sustained, not as a replacement for breast milk. 

   ऱ    ,                    ब    र   र                       ऱ  ब           ब          र  
र             , य                                  

Policy measures 

             

 India promotes breastfeeding through programmes such as Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojana and Integrated Child Development Services. 

 भ                                                          (ICDS)        य           य     
          ब              

 Comprehensive Lactation Management Centres and Lactation Management Units 

provide lactation support and donor human milk when the mother‘s milk is unavailable. 

                                                                          ऱ           र        

   य   और                 ऱ    र        
 The Infant Milk Substitutes Act, restricts the promotion of infant formula and protects 

breastfeeding from commercial marketing pressure. 

                                                  र-   र  र    ब   ऱ                      
 य     य            ब        र    र        

 However, Dr. Gupta said aggressive marketing of infant formula and substitutes could still 
undermine breastfeeding and should be strictly regulated. 

   ऱ    ,   .                              और                             ब              
        र         और     र       य            ए  

 Women employed in the organised sector are entitled to 26 weeks of paid maternity leave 
under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, amended in 2017. 

                 य र     ऱ ओ     2017                     भ        , 1961        26       

                                 
 Unfortunately, these protections are largely confined to the organised sector. 

       य  , य    र             य                              
 According to e-Shram portal, a national database of unorganised workers, more than 16.69 

crore women were registered as workers in the unorganised sector as of 2025. 

  -        ,                     र    य   ट ब     ,         र 2025    16.69              

                                                  
 Health experts say this disconnect raises a fundamental policy question. 

                              य         ए  ब   य                    र       
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06J7. Bengal CM announces ₹313 cr. for tea 
workers‟ scheme 

                                                

₹313                  

 West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on 
Sunday said the State Government had decided to implement 
the Pradhan Mantri Cha Shramik Protsahan Yojana 
(PMCSPY) and announced an allocation of ₹313.30 crore for 

the scheme. 

                                           र    र           र  य 

 र  र                                    (PMCSPY)    ऱ    
 र          य  ऱय     और    य         ऱए ₹313.30         

   ट                  
 Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta said the West Bengal government would implement the 

scheme in collaboration with the Government of India. 

                                        ब   ऱ  र  र    य        भ               य      
ऱ     र     

 And the focus would be on improving the living standards of tea garden workers and their 
families. 

 और         य      य                 औ                                     र         
 The Central scheme, with a total outlay of ₹1,000 crore, aims to provide more than 10 lakh 

workers across 1,210 tea gardens in Assam and West Bengal access to better facilities. 

 ₹1,000           ऱ  यय   ऱ  य      य य         औ                 1,210               10 

                     ब   र       ए    ऱ    र       ऱ य र        
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06J7.  India to host BRICS anti-drugs meet today 

 भ                                                    

 India will host the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies meeting 
in Guwahati from Monday. 

   र       र                        य                                                 

      ब     र     
 Organised by the Narcotics Control 

Bureau, the meeting will focus on issues such as 
combating synthetic drugs, strengthening 
intelligence sharing and operational 
coordination, and capacity building and 
institutional cooperation. 

                          र   य     य  ब    

                          ट  ,                  झ  
     औ                     ब    र            
       औ                            र             

 ―India envisions this meeting as a pivotal 
step in transforming BRICS cooperation from 

dialogue-centric engagement to structured and 
action-oriented collaboration, with a focus on 

strengthening operational coordination, intelligence 
sharing, capacity building, and collective responses 
to emerging drug-related threats,‖ the Union 
Home Ministry said in a statement. 

                     ए  बय         , ―  र     ब    

                      -            र       र    और 
    -               ब ऱ              ए           
                     ,         र  ऱ      य, 

    य       र        र  ,             और   र   
  ए                                              य  
     ब    र    र  य           य    ए   ‖ 

06J7. Two together 

                     

 Ms. Takaichi signed at least 16 agreements and 
documents, including a joint statement on energy 
resilience to support bilateral cooperation along the 

‗maritime energy transport value chain‘. 

                          16   झ    औ            र      र 
  ए,       ‗      ऊ      र       य     ऱ ‘              य 

  य                     ऱए               र ए    य    

    य        ऱ     
 This concern was also linked with the problems both sides 

faced regarding the safety of energy-carrying ships and 
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sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran. 

 य                             -                 र                           औ            
                             य ओ          ब         

 They have agreed to build naval platforms to enhance maritime domain awareness and 
surveillance. 

                             औ          ब         ऱए                          र    र 
       य       

 BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner organisation for Japan. 

         (BIMSTEC)              ऱए ए        र                  ऱ       य   य   
 Japan has major investments in Bangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these projects, 

including the Matarbari port in Cox‟s Bazar, through an ‗industrial value chain‘ with India‘s 
northeast can boost regional prosperity and security. 

                    औ            ब            और      रय    ओ    ,                     
                     ऱ   ,   र          र        ‗औ य        य     ऱ ‘       य                 

       औ           ब                 
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06J7. Old wine, new bottle 

              ,          

 EPFO‟s recent changes signal continuity, not radical 
reform 

                                                 ,                     
 The Union Labour and Employment Ministry‟s notification 

of fresh rules for the Employees‟ Provident Fund (EPF), 
Employees‟ Pension Scheme (EPS), and Employees‟ Deposit 
Linked Insurance (EDLI) is a procedural formality following the 
enforcement of the Code on Social Security, 2020, since November 

last year. 

          औ                   र          भ          (EPF),         
           (EPS) औ                         (EDLI)     ऱए  ए   य   
           ,    ऱ         बर    ऱ                        , 2020    ब   

ए     य     औ    र        
 Four months ago, the Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of 

the Employees‟ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) approved the 

implementation of social security measures framed as a sequel to the 
Code that subsumes nine laws, including the Employees‟ State 
Insurance Act, 1948, and the Employees‟ Provident Funds and 
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952. 

   र         ऱ ,         भ                (EPFO)                     
(CBT)              र      य       य    य         र       ,          

                  य र   य   य    ,                                , 

1948 और         भ                                  , 1952      

                  ऱ    य   य      
 Even the feature of PF contributions being made voluntary 

in excess of the statutory wage ceiling of ₹15,000 is not new. 

 य          ₹15,000                                             
                      य                    

 The practice of allowing contributions up to 12% of the basic 
pay, regardless of the wage ceiling, was the norm till the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. 

               र      ए  ब               12%                     

         य          -19                     य         
 According to the EPFO‟s 2024-25 annual report, about 36.8 lakh of its 81.5 lakh 

pensioners receive a monthly pension of ₹1,000 or less. 

           2024-25                       र,      81.5         भ              भ  36.8     

   ₹1,000                                     
 Of the government‘s outlay of ₹11,000-odd crore towards the EPS for the current year, most 

of its provision goes for the component of its contribution at 1.16% of the monthly pay 
(limited to the wage ceiling of ₹15,000) of EPS members. 

                ऱए EPS       र  र    ऱ    ₹11,000                                    EPS 

   य                   1.16%        (   ₹15,000                         )     ऱए          
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06J7. The real crisis in India‟s fisheries 

 भ                                

 In other words, it calculates the availability of fish stocks in India‘s Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) — which includes up to 200 nautical miles (371 km) of sea area around the 

country — based on what fishermen catch. 

    र         , य    र                     (EEZ) —                र  ओर 200           (371 

    )                     ऱ    —       य     र      ऱ                 र     र          

   ऱय        र  र  र       
 The more pressing concern is the decline, if not the destruction, of the inshore benthic 

environment. 

          र                                           , य             ,     
 Generally speaking, one can assume that the territorial seas — a legal category referring to 

waters that lie within 12 nautical miles (or 22 km) from shore — largely overlap with the 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
4 

continental shelf. 

      य                                       —     ट    12           (   22     )         

 ऱ                       —    य               य               ऱ          
 Ownership of the island Katchatheevu does not make any difference in this respect. 

                              
               र             
 र       

06J7. Open-ended mutual 
fund 

    -                  

 An open-ended mutual 
fund is like a metro smart 
card. 

 ए     -              

                        र           
 You can enter anytime, 

exit anytime and reload 
whenever you want. 

                      

 र        ,        ब  र    ऱ 

        और  ब        र          

 र          
 There‘s no fixed ―start 

or end date,‖ and you transact 
(buy/sell units) at the current 
NAV. 

                 

                               , 
और           NAV  र       

                    
 Most SIP investors 

prefer open-ended funds for 
flexibility and ease of access. 

         SIP        

        और               
  र  ओ  -ए                  र   
    

 Remember that you 
need to pay an exit load, which 

is a small fee charged if you 
withdraw your money before the 
stipulated time (one year in 
most cases). 

  य   र      य      

      र    य (                 
      )      ऱ            
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    ऱ     ,                               ,    ए    ट                
 Think of it like a ―penalty for early exit‖ meant to discourage short-term trading. 

                                       ,            य                               र       
 Once the exit load period is over, you can exit freely with no charge. 

                              ब       ब                         ब  र    ऱ          

ELSS fund 

             

 Equity Linked Savings Schemes (ELSS), also open-ended in structure, come with a 
mandatory three-year lock-in period for claiming tax benefits. 

                           (ELSS),      र          ओ  -ए            ,      भ       र       ऱए 

     य                -                       
 During this period, you cannot redeem or exit from your investment. 

              र                          य                   
 After three years, it behaves like a normal open-ended equity fund with full liquidity. 

         ब   य               ऱ       य    -                     र    य   र       
 Closed-ended fund 

      -          

 On the other hand, a closed-ended mutual fund works similar to an IPO for stocks. 

    र  ओर,      -                    यर     IPO     र    य   र       
 It is launched through a New Fund Offer (NFO), which is usually announced via 

advertisements or other avenues for a limited period only. 

             ऑ   (NFO)       य     ऱ      य         ,                  य                 
 ऱए         य    य    य                  

 You can invest only during this offer period, just like applying for an IPO. 

       ऱ    ऑ र           र             र        ,                  IPO           र       
 Subsequently, the fund is closed for new investments from the AMC side. 

      ब   AMC    ओर    य       ए           ऱए ब    र   य           
 Note, most apps or direct AMC websites offer open-ended SIPs mostly. 

  य                    य  AMC      ब   ट     य      -      SIPs      ऱ    र        

Direct vs. regular plans 

                          

 Now, let‘s understand the difference between ―direct vs regular‖ plans. 

  ब         और                ब         र           
 Imagine buying the same product in two different ways: directly from the manufacturer or 

through a local shopkeeper. 

           ए       ए                  ऱ - ऱ   र        र   र     —                य       
     य                य      

 The product is exactly the same in both cases, but the price structure differs. 

            ऱ            ब   ऱ             , ऱ                  ऱ           
 Similarly, in mutual funds, a direct plan means you invest directly with the Asset 

Management Company (AMC), while a regular plan involves investing through an 
Association of Mutual Funds in India-registered (AMFI) mutual fund distributors. 
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        र                                                                      (AMC)          

 र     ,  ब                              ऑ                         (AMFI)            

   र         य            र       
 These brokers must have an ARN number to legally sell mutual funds. 

       र                       य    ऱ     ब         ऱए ARN              य      
 In regular plans, the intermediary earns a commission that is built into the fund‘s expense 

ratio, which is usually higher than direct plans. 

                  य               र     ,                                ऱ         और य  

     य     यर  ट  ऱ        ऱ                    
 This slightly reduces your overall returns compared with direct plans, wherein there is no 

middle layer and therefore lower costs. 

                        ऱ             ऱ  रट                     ,  य      यर  ट  ऱ          

  य             और ऱ       र        
 As a result, a larger portion of your money remains invested and continues to grow. 

   र       ,            ब                 र       और ऱ    र ब    र        
 Therefore, most self-managed SIP investors choose direct plans, which are generally 

better for retail investors due to its lower expense ratio. 

    ऱए                                     SIP                             ,              

            र       य                     ऱए ब   र          

IDCW option 

                   

 IDCW stands for Income Distribution cum Capital Withdrawal. 

 IDCW            Income Distribution cum Capital Withdrawal     
 In April 2021, SEBI renamed the ‗Dividend Option‘ in mutual funds to IDCW to better 

describe how the payouts work. 

      2021    SEBI     य    ऱ        Dividend Option        ब ऱ र IDCW  र   य       

                   ब   र            य          
 If you previously invested in a mutual fund under the Dividend Plan, you will now see IDCW 

in your account statements instead. 

 य          ऱ  Dividend Plan                   य    ,     ब                 र              

IDCW             
 IDCW payments may be made from the income earned by the mutual fund, such as 

dividends received from stocks or capital gains from selling investments. 

 IDCW भ       य    ऱ        र         य,        यर                  य        ब             

          भ,      य              
 That is, the payouts can come from the fund's profits or by returning a part of your invested 

capital, thereby reducing the fund's Net Asset Value (NAV). 

                       भ    य                        ए        ऱ ट  र   य            ,       
                      (NAV)                

 Put simply, IDCW is not extra income or a bonus, but a portion of your investment being 

returned to you. 

  रऱ        , IDCW         र    य य  ब           , ब                     ए             
       य           

 Investors seeking long-term wealth creation should generally choose the Growth option. 

                       -             ,           य   Growth Option           ए  
 Those who need regular payouts from their investments may consider the IDCW option. 
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                                     भ            य           ,    IDCW        र     र  र 
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06J7. What new NPS withdrawal rules mean for retirement 

                   NPS                                 

 With new norms, the National Pension Scheme finally treats retirement money the way 
most actually need it — accessible sans being reckless and flexible sans being 
chaotic. 

                ,                   (NPS)                                                    
                                       —                     भ औ                         

 For years, the one persistent complaint about the National Pension System (NPS) was its 
rigidity at exit. 

                          (NPS)    ऱ  र  ब   ऱ    र     य              (ए   ट)      य 

      र   र    
 You built a retirement corpus over 20-30 years and at 60, the rulebook decided you couldn‘t 

simply walk away with it. 

      20-30                         य र   य  और 60         य   र   य           र          र  
 र                ऱ              

 A large chunk had to go into an annuity. 

      ए  ब                 (Annuity)    ऱ          य      
 That has now changed. 

  ब य  ब ऱ  य      
 What changed 

          
 In December 2025, PFRDA substantially amended NPS exit/withdrawal norms. 

        2025    PFRDA    NPS       /                                 ए  
 The mandatory annuity portion has come down from 40% to 20% of corpus viz subscribers 

can withdraw up to 80% as lump sum against 60% earlier. 

      य          (Annuity)                 40%          20%  र   य   य    ,        ब    य 

  ऱ     60%          र 80%    र    ए          ऱ          
 For smaller corpus, the rules are more generous. 

   ट          ऱए   य          र ब  ए  ए     
 If accumulated NPS wealth is up to ₹8 lakh, you can withdraw the entire amount as lump 

sum. 

 य         NPS        ₹8          ,         र  र               ऱ          
 For ₹8-12 lakh, you can take out up to ₹6 lakh with the balance routed into structured 

withdrawal or annuity. 

 य       ₹8-12        ब     ,       ₹6            ऱ         और     र                     
य          (Annuity)    र     ए    

 Above ₹12 lakh, the 80:20 split applies. 

 ₹12                     र 80:20      य  ऱ          
 However, there‘s a tax issue here. 

   ऱ    , य       (Tax)         ए            
 Section 10(12A) of the Income Tax Act exempts only 60% of withdrawn corpus. 

                      10(12A)    ऱ     ऱ     र       60%     र-      र       
 The additional 20% PFRDA permits you to withdraw, gets taxed at a slab rate unless the tax 

law catches up with the new pension norms. 

 PFRDA    र                     ए  ए     र   20%  र                        र  र 
ऱ    ,  ब        र        ए        य                                  

 So, the extra liquidity is real, but plan for tax bill on the incremental 20% rather than assuming 

it‘s tax-free. 
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    ऱए     र    रऱ             , ऱ         र   20% र     र  र   य      य        य 

ब  ए  और      र-                ऱ    र   
 Retirement planning 

                  
 The practical upshot is, NPS now gives you more control on the day you stop earning salary. 

  य     र         ब NPS                    य             ब        य          य 

                  
 Earlier, a large slice of money was locked into an annuity that paid a modest return, with 

limited say in how it was structured. 

   ऱ        ब                 (Annuity)    ब             ,              ऱ         और            
 र      ब         य             

 Now, you can keep much bigger share of corpus working for you in instruments and at a pace 
you choose. 

  ब                ब                                  और              र                

र           
 That‘s particularly useful if you already have other income sources at retirement or want to 

deploy a chunk into something more efficient, like paying off a loan. 

 य               ब   य        ब                 य            य  य        य           
                               य,      ऋ        ,    ऱ               

 The flip side is this freedom shifts the responsibility for managing market and longevity risk 
back onto you. 

    र  ओर, य                      और                   ब              र    र         ऊ र 
  ऱ          

 The new system trusts you to manage a larger pool of money sensibly over a 20-25-year 

retirement. 

     य     य                 20-25                           ब               र      ब    

 र     
 It needs more care. 

       ऱए                    य          
 RIS, variants 

 RIS औ            
 This is where PFRDA‟s newer reform comes in - the Retirement Income Scheme (RIS). 

 य     र PFRDA     य      र                     (RIS)               
 Until recently, if you didn‘t want to take lump sum at once, the main alternative was to defer 

withdrawal and take it out once a year which wasn‘t particularly useful for someone who 
needs monthly income to live on. 

   ऱ    य        र  र    ए               ऱ           ,       य                        र   
और        ए  ब र र        ऱ     ,           य       य      ऱ   य        ऱए        य    
         

 RIS addresses that gap. 

 RIS             र  र       
 It applies to the non-annuity portion of corpus and lets you draw it down gradually instead of 

taking it in one shot while the balance stays invested and continues to earn market-linked 
returns. 

 य            -        (Non-Annuity)        र ऱ            और        र  र    ए  ब र        ऱ   
   ब  य   र -  र      ऱ                    ,  ब       र            र       और      -       

             र   र        
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 Within RIS, you choose between two payout methods. 

 RIS                                     ए      य   र          
 One is Systematic Lump Sum Withdrawal (SLW), where you withdraw a fixed amount at a 

chosen frequency - monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually - until age 75 (now 85 in some 

cases). 

   ऱ                                 (SLW)   ,                            र      , 

       ,                        र ऱ  र ए         र        ऱ      और य   य     75     (    

   ऱ      ब 85    )     ऱ          
 So it will run until the corpus runs out. 

 य   ब      र  र      ब                            
 The other is Systematic Unit Redemption (SUR) where you redeem a set number of units at 

each interval so the payout itself varies with the prevailing NAV. 

    र                                  (SUR)   ,         य      र ऱ  र           य     य   ट 

             ,    ऱए           र         य    NAV         र ब ऱ   र        
 Either way money stays within NPS, continues compounding and pays on schedule you set. 

              य        NPS       र ब   र      ,                 र  र       और             
      र    य            र          

 The mandatory annuity portion has reduced from 40% to 20% of corpus viz subscribers can 
withdraw up to 80% as lump sum against 60% earlier. 

      य          (Annuity)                 40%         20%     य    ,        ब    य   ऱ     
60%    ब  य 80%    र    ए          ऱ          

 The combination of a higher lump sum limit, slab-based withdrawal for smaller corpus and 
RIS as built-in drawdown mechanism gives mass investors real choice. 

                        ,   ट          ऱए     -             ,                      
 य              RIS      य                                            र       

RIS, variants 

       (RIS),           

 This is where PFRDA‟s newer reform comes in - the Retirement Income Scheme (RIS). 

 य     र           (PFRDA)     य      र              -                     (RIS)  
 Until recently, if you didn‘t want to take lump sum at once, the main alternative was to defer 

withdrawal and take it out once a year which wasn‘t particularly useful for someone who 
needs monthly income to live on. 

   ऱ   , य      ए      र    ए  ब र             ऱ           ,       य                 ट ऱ   
और        ए  ब र        ऱ     ,        य        ऱए               य                 
    य        ऱए  र        य       य             

 RIS addresses that gap. 

 RIS             र  र       
 It applies to the non-annuity portion of corpus and lets you draw it down gradually instead of 

taking it in one shot while the balance stays invested and continues to earn market-linked 
returns. 

 य              -        (non-annuity)        र ऱ            और        र  र    ए      ऱ       
ब  य   र -  र      ऱ                    ,  ब       र            र       और                     

(market-linked returns)        र   र        
 Within RIS, you choose between two payout methods. 

 RIS          ,              (payout)              ए      य   र       
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 One is Systematic Lump Sum Withdrawal (SLW) where you withdraw a fixed amount at a 
chosen frequency - monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually - until age 75 (now 85 in some 
cases). 

   ऱ                              (SLW),                            —     ,        , 

          य        — र ए         र    75            (                85    )        ऱ       
 So it will run until the corpus runs out. 

       र य   ब     ऱ   र      ब                              
 The other is Systematic Unit Redemption (SUR) where you redeem a set number of units at 

each interval so the payout itself varies with the prevailing NAV. 

    र                                  (SUR)   ,            य      र ऱ  र           य     
य   ट  र     र     ,    ऱए           र         य    NAV         र ब ऱ   र        

 Either way money stays within NPS, continues compounding and pays on schedule you set. 

              य        NPS       र ब   र      ,         (compounding)  र   र       और      
   र   य   ए  ए   य            र         र       

 MF SWP 
                (MF SWP) 
 RIS is structurally very close to a Systematic Withdrawal Plan (SWP) of mutual fund (MF). 

   र             RIS,             (MF)                           (SWP)    ब       ट     
 In both cases, you leave money invested and withdraw a defined amount periodically rather 

than redeeming all at once. 

            ऱ    ,                  र            और   र  र    ए          ऱ      ब  य   य-

  य  र ए         र        ऱ       
 A MF SWP gives a wider choice of schemes and you can switch funds/change withdrawal 

amount with no curbs on moving money. 

 MF SWP      य    ओ      य                  और                 र   र         ब      
 ब       ब ऱ         य         र         र      र          

 RIS is more limited in fund choice and governed by PFRDA‟s process and timelines which 

means somewhat less flexibility. 

 RIS                          और य  PFRDA       य  ए     य-             र      ऱ         , 
                            ऱ  ऱ        

 NPS has historically run at a fraction of the cost MFs charge so the expense drag on 
retirement corpus is lower under RIS. 

                NPS,              (MFs)      ऱ      ब       ऱ     र      ऱ         ,    ऱए 

RIS                             र        ब      र        
 MF SWP withdrawals are taxed as capital gains while RIS withdrawals sit within NPS tax 

framework where 60% is exempt and rest is taxed. 

 MF SWP            र           भ (capital gains)           र ऱ      ,  ब   RIS           
NPS     र                       ,      60% र     र             और      र  र ऱ        

 Neither is really better. 

                            र     ब   र          
 If cost efficiency and staying in a regulated pension structure matter more, RIS fits. 

 य             (cost efficiency) और     य          य        ब   र                    ,    
RIS   य        

 For wider choice of underlying funds and ability to move quickly between them, MF SWPs 
give that. 

 य                      य          और      ब       ब ऱ               ए,    MF SWP य  

             र       
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 For the average subscriber, NPS treats retirement money the way most actually need it 

treated - accessible sans being reckless and flexible sans being chaotic. 

 औ            ऱए NPS                 र              र      ऱ   र     ,              ऱ    
                ए— ब   ऱ  र          ऱ  और  ब     य        ऱ  ऱ   

 The combination of higher lump sum limit, slab-based withdrawal for smaller corpus and RIS 
as a built-in drawdown mechanism gives mass investors real choices at 60. 

     ए                 ,   ट            ऱए  ऱ ब-    र         और RIS                     

 य                  ऱ  र        य                  60         य                        

 र       
 The main thing to observe is discipline: more access to money is useful if you don‘t withdraw 

faster than retirement actually needs. 

  ब            ब           (discipline)   :                        य        ब         
                      य   ओ                                  र   

06J7. Explained: can the ED attach a firm‟s assets after it enters insolvency? 

       :                                                        भ  ED               
               ? 
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 The legal question before the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was 
whether the protection available under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

moratorium extends to assets that are simultaneously subject of proceedings under the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 

                                     (NCLAT)                   य         य             
                  (IBC)           ऱ                    र           य              र       
  ,    ए                             (PMLA)          य            य     

The story so far: 

               : 

 The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has held that the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) moratorium cannot shield assets alleged to be “proceeds of 
crime” from attachment under Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 

                                     (NCLAT)                                           
(IBC)           ऱ               “                  (proceeds of crime)”              य  
                          (PMLA)               ए              ब         

 The ruling came in a case concerning Siddhi Vinayak Logistics Ltd., where the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) had attached assets despite the company entering 
insolvency proceedings. 

 य      य                                           ऱ      य ,                     (ED)    
                                   र      ब                य         र ऱ       

 ―Parliament did not legislate IBC with an intent to create a holy Ganges out of the IBC to wash 
the corporate debtor of its sin of criminality under the PMLA‖, the Principal Bench of the 
NCLAT observed on June 30. 

 NCLAT                30         ट       , ―        IBC         य         ब  य     य  ए  

          ब    ए,    PMLA          र  र ट      र      र        य                   ‖ 

What is the issue? 

             ? 

 The case arose from proceedings against Siddhi Vinayak Logistics Ltd., whose promoters 
were accused of bank fraud, forgery, criminal conspiracy and diversion of loan funds 
exceeding ₹1,600 crore. 

 य     ऱ                                            य                  ,          टर   र 
           ,        ,                   ₹1,600                 ऋ                   
 र       

 The ED initiated proceedings under the PMLA and provisionally attached the company‘s 
assets in 2017. 

 ED    PMLA          य             और 2017                  य         य          र     र 
 ऱय   

 A few months later, the company entered the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process 
(CIRP), triggering a moratorium under Section 14 of the IBC. 

           ब                                      (CIRP)          र   ,       IBC         14 

            र ट  रय  ऱ        य   
 The moratorium in terms of IBC is described as a period wherein no judicial proceedings for 

recovery, enforcement of security interest, sale or transfer of assets, or termination of 
essential contracts can be instituted or continued against the Corporate Debtor. 
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 IBC                                     ,            ,                   ,                    
        ,                                   ब          य  य    य                         
        र   य    र                   

 The main purpose of declaring the moratorium is to keep the Corporate Debtor‟s assets 
intact during the CIRP, which otherwise may be attached by any competent court of law 
during the pendency of proceedings against the Corporate Debtor. 

   र ट  रय         र         य      य CIRP      र                                   र    र    
  ,        य             य य ऱय    र  ऱ  ब    य           र                 य          

 During the moratorium, the ED withdrew ₹2.29 crore from one of the company‘s bank 

accounts. 

   र ट  रय       र   ED             ए  ब           ₹2.29          ऱ  ऱए  
 In 2019, while liquidation proceedings were under way, it provisionally attached more than 

6,000 vehicles belonging to the firm. 

 2019   ,  ब          (Liquidation)        ऱ र     ,  ब               6,000               
       य              र  ऱय   

 The liquidator challenged these actions before the National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT), arguing that they violated the IBC moratorium by reducing the assets available for 
creditors. 

                   र    य                                  (NCLT)              और       य     

     IBC      र ट  रय       ऱ         य                     ऱए   ऱ        य             
 After the NCLT rejected the plea, the matter reached the Appellate Tribunal, NCLAT. 

 NCLT    र  य         र    ए         ब      ऱ     ऱ य  य य    र  NCLAT         

IBC, PMLA conflict? 

 IBC औ  PMLA             ? 

 The dispute lies at the intersection of two laws with different objectives. 

 य            ऱ - ऱ       य    ऱ            ब      ट र        ब         
 The IBC seeks to resolve corporate insolvency by preserving a firm‘s assets and ensuring 

the creditors recover dues in an orderly manner. 

 IBC         य               य       र    र      ए                                र   और 
            य                  ब  य    ऱ        

 To facilitate this, Section 14 imposes a moratorium that generally bars proceedings and 
recovery actions against the corporate debtor once insolvency proceedings begin. 

               र       ऱए      14                   ऱ           ,         ऱय       य              
ब        य                              य      और    ऱ       र      र र   ऱ         

 The PMLA, on the other hand, empowers the Enforcement Directorate to identify, attach 
and eventually confiscate the assets alleged to be the “proceeds of crime”. 

    र  ओर, PMLA                (ED)            य            र  ,            र   और       
     र           र        ,       “                  (proceeds of crime)”               

The legal question before the tribunal 

                              

 The legal question before the tribunal was whether the protection available under the IBC 
moratorium extends to assets that are simultaneously the subject of proceedings under the 
PMLA. 

  य य    र                    य         य  IBC                     ऱ     र      

     य              र         ,    ए      PMLA             य            य     
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Ruling, importance 

       औ       

 The tribunal described the dispute as one between the IBC and the PMLA rather than 
between the liquidator and the ED, holding that the two statutes operate in distinct fields. 

  य य    र                           और ED    ब          , ब    IBC और PMLA    ब      
      ब  य  और                    ऱ - ऱ            य   र       

 It held that the IBC was enacted to maximise value for creditors through the sale of a 
company‘s legitimate assets and was not intended to legitimise wealth allegedly derived 
from criminal activity. 

  य य    र            IBC         य                          ब         य                 ऱए 

          य           र     ,                                                         

ब      
 The moratorium under Section 14, therefore, protects only legitimately acquired assets 

and does not extend to assets alleged to be proceeds of crime under the PMLA. 

    ऱए      14           ऱ                  ऱ                            र    र      और 
PMLA                          (proceeds of crime)              य   र ऱ               

 The tribunal observed that while creditors routinely accept reduced recoveries during 
insolvency proceedings, the national interest underlying the PMLA cannot be 

compromised. 

  य य    र            य य                            र             र       ऱ       र  र   
  , ऱ     PMLA                                           य           

 It remarked Parliament did not enact the IBC to create a ―holy Ganges‖ capable of washing 
away a corporate debtor‟s alleged criminality or legitimising ―ill-gotten wealth‖. 

  य य    र      ट                   IBC        ―         ‖ ब         ऱए      ब  य ,             

                 र        य           य                                ब       
 The tribunal held that insolvency tribunals cannot examine the validity of attachment 

orders passed under the PMLA. 

  य य    र                                  PMLA           र                         
           र       

 Relying on the Supreme Court‟s decision in Embassy Property Developments Pvt. Ltd. v. 
State of Karnataka, it held that any challenge to such actions must be pursued through the 
adjudicatory mechanism established under the PMLA. 

                  Embassy Property Developments Pvt. Ltd. v. State of Karnataka    ऱ  
       य  र  र     र     ए  य य    र                  र    य               ऱ PMLA        

                  (adjudicatory mechanism)       य                       

Approach special courts 

                          

 It also referred to a 2025 circular issued by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 
advising insolvency professionals to approach the Special Court under the PMLA for 

restitution of attached assets. 

  य य    र                                (IBBI)    र    र  2025                  ऱ     य , 
                                      य               ऱए PMLA                               

 र       ऱ             
 The judgment clarifies that insolvency proceedings cannot be used to prevent the ED from 

attaching or retaining assets alleged to be proceeds of crime. 
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        य       ट   य                              य   ED                      (proceeds 

of crime)              य           र   य               र       र         ऱए        य           
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The Webb telescope‘s image of the 
FS Tau star system. FS Tau A, a 
pair of protostars, is slightly to the 
left of centre and weighs around half 
as much as the sun. FS Tau B, the 

The orange protostar slightly to the 
right, is thought responsible for the 
red (molecular hydrogen) and 
orange (polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons) outflows amid the 
dusty region. The blue ridges are 
light scattered by dust. 
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06J7.  ISRO conducts test 
of key component for 

Gaganyaan mission 

                        
                       

 The solid motor-based 
platform SOLVE will be used 
for parachute tests of the crew 
module; it has been derived 
from the PSLV strap-on motor 

                          
SOLVE                       
                                ; 
    PSLV     -ऑ          
                   

 The Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 

has successfully carried out the 
first ground test of the solid 
motor-based Sub-Orbital 
Launch Vehicle for 
Experiments (SOLVE) at its 
Static Test Facility at the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota. 

 भ                            

(ISRO)                        

                               

                टर     र    -

ऑ                      
            (SOLVE)      ऱ  
       र      ऱ          य      

 The SOLVE solid motor 

is a key component for 
conducting Gaganyaan test 
missions and the first ground 
test was carried out on July 3. 

 SOLVE                 

                    ऱ   र       ऱए ए        ट     और        ऱ         र    3          
  य   य   

 The ISRO is developing a solid motor-based SOLVE as a test platform to carry out 
Integrated Parachute Tests for validation of deceleration system of Gaganyaan‘s crew 

module under various test conditions. 

   र          र      र     य        य            य ऱ                                य    

    ऱए                               ऱ   र              टर     र  SOLVE    ए   र    

 ऱ ट                      र र       
 During these test missions, the crew module will be carried to an altitude of 10 km to 17 km 

and separated from the vehicle. 
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     र               र                10         17         ऊ        ऱ    य    ए   और      

    ऱ    य    ए    
 A series of 10 parachutes will be deployed to reduce the velocity of the crew module before 

splashdown in the sea. 

                        ऱ        य ऱ               र       ऱए 10             ए      ऱ           
  ए    

 The solid stage of SOLVE is derived from the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Strap-
on Motor with a few modifications to meet the Gaganyaan test requirements, including 
development of slow burn rate propellant and straight nozzle with secondary injection 
thrust vector control. 

 SOLVE         र                           (PSLV)     -ऑ                             

         य   य    ,         य    र       य   ओ       र    य        ,                   
           और                                                ऱ              ऱ     

 The ISRO said that during the test motor performance parameters were as expected. 

   र             र         र     टर                              र    
 ―The development of the SOLVE vehicle provides flexibility in conducting Gaganyaan test 

missions simulating various conditions in the actual mission,‖ the space agency said. 

     र  ए           , ―SOLVE                                        र     य         र  

 र     ए    य    र                  ऱ   र      ऱ  ऱ          र      ‖ 
 Over the past few months, the ISRO has carried out key tests related to the Gaganyaan 

mission, which include the second Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT-02) and a behavioural 
study Mission MITRA (Mapping of Interoperable Traits and Response Assessment) in 

Leh. 

    ऱ                 र                      ब               र      ए   ,          र            

             (IADT-02) और ऱ       य   र   यय       MITRA (       ऑ      ऑ           

                   )     ऱ     

 During this, the four Indian 
astronauts selected for the mission along 

with scientists, engineers and medical teams 
were subjected to a week-long study. 

      र            ऱए       ए   र भ      

                             ,       यर  और 
         ऱ                            
    ऱ   य   य   
06J7.  Synthetic cell: machine that 
could 

             :                   

 Researchers from the University of 
Minnesota have developed a synthetic cell 
that can grow and divide. 

                                ओ     ए      
                             ब          और 
                    

 The team ‗started‘ the cell as a 
liposome, a small bubble made of fats. 

 ट                      ए                   
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  ,           ब   ए    ट  ब ऱब ऱ           
 Inside was a protein-making system called PURE, which contained all the necessary 

‗machinery‘ for the cell to turn DNA into proteins. 

         र PURE        ट   ब       ऱ     ऱ    ,                 र  DNA                   
    ऱए    य      ‗    र ‘           

 The DNA consisted of 90,000 base pairs. 

 DNA    90,000              ऱ     
 The synthetic cells ate by fusing with smaller feeder liposomes. 

             ए    ट                          र            र        
 The cell‘s DNA instructed it to produce a protein called alpha-hemolysin that becomes like a 

hook on the cell‘s surface. 

           DNA            -                  ट   ब                य ,                   र 
ए          र  ब           

 The hook grabbed the feeder bubbles and pulled them in, providing the lipids and nutrients 

the cell needs to expand. 

 य         र ब ऱब ऱ         र    र          ,                 ब        ऱए    य        औ  
           ऱ       

 As the cell grew, it used an enzyme called Phi29 to copy its entire genome, then it divided 
into daughter cells. 

     -            ब  ,             र               ऱ   ब         ऱए Phi29      ए         
  य     य ,   र                                     

 While the researchers first used mechanical force to split 

the cells, they eventually engineered a biological way to do it. 

   ऱ            ओ                    ओ              र       ऱए 

               य     य , ऱ                       र      ए        

 र             य   
 By making proteins crowd the surface of the cell, they 

created enough physical pressure to make the membrane split 

into two. 

                र   ट           ब   र             भ          

        य        ऱ                            
 The researchers also proved these cells could undergo 

selection. 

        ओ     य            य     य        ए                  र 
         

 They introduced a mutation that allowed some cells to eat 

more efficiently. 

        ए                ऱ   य                  ओ          

   ऱ                 र          ब  य   
 

06J7. Japan space probe performs flyby of near-
Earth asteroid 
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 A Japanese space probe performed a flyby of a near-Earth asteroid on Sunday, in a test 
mission for technology that could help protect the planet from space rocks. 

 ए                       र    र                                          य   य            

    र                    ,        य                          (Space Rocks)    ब        
     र          

 The fridge-sized Hayabusa2 was due to fly within 800 metres of asteroid Torifune, Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) scientists said, a trial run to see whether such a 
probe could deflect a potentially dangerous space rock away from Earth. 

                              -2 (Hayabusa2)                (Torifune)    800           र     
   र       र     ऱ                                      (JAXA)                ब  य     य  

 र       ब               ऱए        य          र  य                  र                   

              र              
 The mission comes after NASA deliberately smashed a spacecraft into the 160-metre-wide 

Dimorphos asteroid in 2022, successfully altering its orbit around a larger space rock. 

 य       NASA    र  2022    160                   (Dimorphos)             ब   र ए  

    र  य   ट र       ब    य    ,            ब                      र  ओर          ऱ        

ब ऱ        
 Moving at a speed of more than 18,000 kilometres per hour, Hayabusa2 was not intended 

to collide with Torifune. 

 18,000                                      ऱ र           -2             ट र        ऱए           
 य      
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06J7. India needs a second home for Asiatic lions 

 भ                                                   
 From a population which was reduced to just a few dozen in the early 20th century, the 

number of Asiatic lions has increased to approx. 891 today. 

 20                                    य   ट र    ऱ          र       ,                     
      य  ब  र ऱ    891           

 This scientific consensus was formally acknowledged in the landmark Supreme Court 
judgment of April 15, 2013, which directed the translocation of Asiatic lions from Gujarat‘s 
Gir forest to the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh. 

                     औ    र        15     , 2013                                       
     र   य   य ,          र                                                 ए  य     र     
       र             य   य      
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 The 2018 outbreak of the Canine Distemper Virus among the population, which killed 

several lions and infected many others, serves as a stark reminder of this danger. 

  ब       2018                                ,            र        य     और      य    
         य ,      र         र                    य   र       

 Such diseases spread more rapidly in dense, socially structured populations, and their impact 
is amplified by the limited genetic diversity of the lions. 

     ब    रय       और                 र     ब                 ऱ     , और   र           

                      र            और ब           
 Government-supported studies and conservation plans have repeatedly highlighted that 

geographically isolated carnivore populations face extinction risks from both biological and 

environmental factors. 

  र  र          यय   और   र   य    ओ     ब र-ब र ब  य             ऱ         ऱ - ऱ  

                              और  य   र  य        र        ऱ                        र       
 Recognising these concerns, recent policy initiatives such as Project Lion (2020) have 

attempted to revive the discussion on expanding lion habitats. 

         ओ          र  र     ए,             (2020)         ऱय           ऱ       र          

     र  र                   र       य     य      
 There have been proposals to develop alternative sites such as the Barda Wildlife 

Sanctuary within Gujarat itself. 

    र         र                 भ                     ऱ             र              ए  ए 

    
 However, experts argue that such sites, being geographically close to Gir, may not 

adequately address the core issue of risk diversification. 

   ऱ                            र         ऱ           ट           र        ऱ       

                य    य      य                  र       
 A second population must be sufficiently distant to prevent the spread of disease or disaster 

across both populations simultaneously. 

    र   ब     य       र   र          ए                           ब   य     ए          ऱ      
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06J7. It‟s time to segregate at source 

                                   

 Though the new Solid Waste Management Rules kicked in on April 1, there has been little 
awareness among residents of this momentous change in urban solid waste management. 

   ऱ      ए                       1         ऱ        ए   , ऱ                              
            ब ऱ      ऱ  र       य     ब                   

 According to the new Rules, the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs will support 
the State in assessing waste management infrastructure in all urban areas and in drawing 
up policies and strategies for solid waste management, including waste-to-energy 
facilities, in consultation with stakeholders and taking into account solid waste 
management guidelines, by September 30, 2026. 
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  ए               र,                                        र                       

              ऱ           र       र     और                      -           य      र    
  ए     -  -                                           य   और र     य     य र  र              
   य    र     य    य  30       , 2026      य    ए    

 The new Rules will reduce the waste processing load of ULBs by at least 25% in big cities. 

  ए   य  ब     र     ULBs      र       र    र             25%     ट        
 Recyclable sales will also help in cost recovery.‖ 

                        ब                 भ           य     ऱ    ‖ 

100% source segregation 

 100%                     

 According to estimates, about 55% of the waste generated by ULBs is wet waste 
(biodegradable), 30% comprises different types of recyclables, and the rest will be inert, 
sanitary, and household hazardous waste. 

                र ULBs    र          र     ऱ    55%      (   -       )     , 30% 

          र                      , और            (Inert),                                

              

Responsibilities under the new SWM Rules 

    SWM                           

 The responsibilities of each stakeholder have been detailed in the new SWM Rules. 

  ए SWM            य                      रय              ऱ     य   य      
 Mandatory segregation at source; processing of wet waste; handling of dry, sanitary, and 

special care wastes; maintenance of reports and compliance via the online portal of the 
Central Pollution Control Board; user charges; and environmental compensation are 

the key aspects of the Rules. 

      य                     ;                   र ;     ,              , और          भ   

              ब   ;                            ऑ ऱ      ट ऱ       य      र  ट     र र    और 
     ऱ ;               ;                             य             ऱ      

Environmental Compensation 

                    

 The Environmental Compensation concept is new to the 2026 SWM Rules, which apply the 
“polluter pays” principle. 

                           र   2026    SWM               ,    “      भ           ” 

(Polluter Pays Principle)             र     र      
 Although the corporation has introduced door-to-door collection and source segregation, 

illegal dumping and open burning continue in several parts of the city. 

   ऱ               -              और                           य    ,   र      र       

                               और                      र      
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06J7. Why tanks still matter 

        भ                  

 Drones, missiles and precision-guided weapons have transformed the modern battlefield, 
but military experts argue they cannot achieve the ultimate objective of war – controlling 
territory. 

    ,         और       -                         य          ब ऱ   य    , ऱ        य         
                य                  य —                           —               र       

 Saurabh Trivedi examines why tanks and ground forces remain indispensable despite the 
rapid evolution of warfare, drawing on lessons from Ukraine and insights from senior Army 
officers. 

    भ        ब           य               ब ऱ            ब          और               य     र  य  
ब                 ऱए                   ऱ   ब  और   र                     र य       ऱ      य  
    

 Military experts and strategic think tanks believe that achieving victory in war ultimately 
requires a physical ground presence. 

    य         और र            ट                   य          य       र       ऱए             
                य           

 While drones, missiles, air power and cyber warfare can inflict heavy damage on military 

assets and infrastructure, they cannot occupy territory, enforce surrender or establish political 
control. 

   ऱ        ,        ,           और               य         और ब   य               र         

              , ऱ                  र            र     ,                र       और      
र          य            र          

 History consistently shows that long-term military and political success requires ground 
forces. 

        ऱ    र य                      ऱ     य और र          ऱ       ऱए              
   य           

 Missiles and drones can destroy targets, but they cannot capture and hold territory. 

         और     ऱ य       ट  र        , ऱ                  र       र              य       
     र        

 Ground forces, supported by armoured vehicles, remain indispensable for achieving 

decisive military objectives. 

                                           य     य      य               ऱए          र  य      
 The role of tanks in modern warfare has become a subject of intense debate. 

        य                          ब         य ब         
 Critics argue that the proliferation of drones and precision-guided weapons has reduced 

their battlefield relevance, while supporters maintain that tanks remain indispensable as 
mobile armoured platforms capable of delivering overwhelming firepower, breaching enemy 
defences and supporting infantry. 

  ऱ                       और       -                     र    य          ट         य      
    र      ,  ब                         ट           य             ,          र   
     य           और                           ऱ    ब  ऱ ब  रब    ऱ ट                 र  य      

 Over the decades, tanks have evolved into highly mobile, heavily armed main battle 
platforms equipped with advanced protection systems, improved sensors and networked 

battlefield capabilities. 
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           र         य         ऱ,   र     य र     ऱ                      ब   ए   ,       
       र       ऱय  , ब   र    र और   ट        र  य           ए      ऱ     

 A senior Indian Army officer said drones can create panic and inflict damage, but they 

cannot achieve the ultimate objective of war. 

 ए    र   भ                र                       ऱ          और                      , ऱ     

   य                  य               र       
 "To enforce surrender, a ground invasion of enemy territory is essential. 

           , "          र        ऱए                               य      
 That is what India demonstrated during the 1965 and 1971 wars against Pakistan. 

 य   ब   भ       1965 और 1971                                             
 Tanks remain critical for such operations," the officer said. 

      र                   य        ऱए             य                
 He added that tanks are also evolving to meet emerging threats through lighter designs, anti-

drone protection, electronic warfare jammers and hard-kill active protection systems 

capable of intercepting incoming missiles and drones. 

                       ए   र        ट       ऱए            ,     -         ,                     

और       ऱ       ऱ  ए          र       ऱ      -                                       
          र       

Lessons from the Russia-Ukraine war 

   -                       

 The Russia-Ukraine war has highlighted both the strengths and vulnerabilities of tanks. 

   -                           और      रय              र   य      
 Numerous battlefield videos have shown tanks being destroyed by inexpensive drones, 

exposing their susceptibility in an increasingly transparent battlefield dominated by aerial 
surveillance and precision strikes. 

    य           य                 र  ट         ट        ए     य   य    ,               र    और 
 ट     ऱ    ऱ         य                       ऱ       र         

 The widespread adoption of drones has transformed modern warfare. 

         य      य             य             ब ऱ        
 They now perform reconnaissance, anti-infantry and anti-tank roles at a fraction of the cost 

of traditional Anti-Tank Guided Missiles (ATGMs). 

  ब      र   र      -                  (ATGM)      ऱ      ब       ऱ     र     ,           
       और                  ए             

 Many of the early drones used in the conflict were assembled from commercially available 
components, making them highly cost-effective. 

                ऱ   ए  ए               ब   र      ऱ        य         ब  ए  ए   ,          
  य          भ    ब    

 Although tanks can no longer spearhead assaults without support, they remain highly 
effective when employed as part of an integrated combined-arms operation involving 
infantry, artillery, air defence, electronic warfare and drones. 

   ऱ          ब  ब                                 र     , ऱ              ,        ,         , 
               और              य       य           य          ब   र        

 In such formations, tanks continue to provide unmatched mobile firepower, operational 

flexibility and battlefield shock effect. 

       र   ओ          ब          य      ऱ          ,   र  ऱ  ऱ  ऱ    और य          
                      र       
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 Recent conflicts have demonstrated that low-cost drones can impose disproportionate costs 

on technologically superior militaries. 

   ऱ                 य                                               ओ   र      य          

ब     ऱ          
 During the U.S.-Iran conflict, reports indicated that U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area 

Defense radar sites in West Asia were targeted by inexpensive Shahed-like drones. 

        -                र    र  ट          य                            THAAD              
                              ब  य   य   

 India witnessed a similar trend during Operation Sindoor, when Pakistan reportedly 

employed swarms of low-radar cross-section drones to saturate Indian airspace, overwhelm 
air defence systems and exhaust expensive interceptor missiles. 

 भ       ऑ                  र                      ,  ब                           र  र       

  ऱ                   य     र  य   य          र  ,   य  र      ऱ   र  ब   ब     और       
  टर   टर      ऱ            र       ऱए   य   

 Cheap drones costing only a few lakh rupees can force defenders to launch interceptors 

worth several crores of rupees. 

     ऱ     य         ऱ           र           र     य       टर   टर      ऱ            ऱए 

  ब र  र          
 Even when intercepted, these drones create an unfavourable economic equation for the 

defender. 

 य           ब        र   र य         ,  ब    य      र        ऱए      ऱ                   र   
    

 Modern warfare is increasingly becoming a battle of mathematics, where defenders can lose 
economically despite winning tactically. 

        य      र -  र          य    ब       र     ,          र         ब               ट    
र                          

The Zorawar light tank 

                 

 Recognising the changing character of warfare, India is developing the indigenous Zorawar 
light tank specifically for operations along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

 य       ब ऱ             य      र      ए भ                        (LAC)  र    य        ऱए 

                               र र       
 In June this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Larsen & Toubro‟s Hazira 

manufacturing facility in Gujarat, where he reviewed the Zorawar light tank and other 

indigenous defence systems. 

                                                                                    र    य ,      
                       और   य        र       ऱय       ऱ      य   

 Jointly developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
L&T Defence, the 25-tonne, air-transportable combat vehicle is designed for rapid 
deployment in high-altitude regions. 

                              (DRDO) और                    र    य                 य  25 

                         य                                    र             ऱए ब  य   य      
 The Indian Army now expects to induct the Zorawar between 2028 and 2029. 

 भ            ब 2028    2029    ब                 ऱ  र             र र       
 Now-retired Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi recently stated that issues identified 

during development and testing are being addressed through routine design refinements. 
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                                            ऱ                    और  र         र          ए 

           य               र        य       र   य     र       
 The Army plans to induct 354 Zorawar tanks under a programme estimated to cost around 

₹17,500 crore. 

      ऱ    ₹17,500         ऱ      ऱ  य            354                ऱ  र      य     ब   
र       

 One of the primary reasons for the revised induction timeline is the Army‘s demand for 
enhanced protection against enemy fire. 

             ऱ  र    य        ए         र             ऱ ब र     ब   र   र              
         

 Developers face the difficult challenge of improving armour protection while maintaining 
mobility and an optimal power-to-weight ratio. 

    ऱ                       ,          और   य        -  -              ए      ब  ए र       
                

 Achieving both objectives simultaneously is technically demanding and has extended the 
development cycle. 

              य     ए            र                        और       र           य  ऱ ब     
       

 The Zorawar has been specifically designed for operations along the LAC, where China‟s 
People‟s Liberation Army has already deployed Type-15 light tanks. 

                       LAC  र    य        ऱए          य   य    ,                            

      ऱ            -15                 र          
 Indian military planners view the platform as critical to narrowing the operational gap and 

enabling rapid reinforcement of forward positions in mountainous terrain. 

   र  य    य य      र     ऱ ट          र  ऱ     र     र   और      य                  य  
             र       ऱए   य                      

 India has deployed Russian-origin T-72 and T-90 tanks in Ladakh, but these platforms 
were originally designed for plains and desert warfare. 

 भ                           T-72 और T-90             ए   , ऱ            ऱ               और 
                   ऱए   य   य      

 The T-72 Ajeya remains the Army‟s largest tank fleet 

 T-72                                           
 The T-72 Ajeya remains the Army‘s largest tank fleet, with approximately 2,400-2,500 tanks, 

many of which are over four decades old. 

 T-72               ब   ब   ट   ब    ब         ,       ऱ    2,400-2,500       ,                 
              र        

 The more capable T-90S Bhishma, numbering more than 1,200, forms the backbone of 
India's armoured corps. 

          T-90S भ   ,          य  1,200           , भ                      र       
 India has also inducted 124 Arjun Mk1 tanks, while 118 upgraded Mk1A variants are on 

order. 

 भ       124       Mk1            ऱ   ए   ,  ब   118      Mk1A            ऑ  र   य   य  
    

 However, the Arjun‟s weight of nearly 67 tonnes has limited its operational utility because of 
constraints imposed by bridges, culverts and railway transporters. 

   ऱ    , ऱ    67                  र        ट        र  ऱ    य          ,        और       
                  ओ       र                 
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 Until recently, India possessed more than 4,000 medium and heavy tanks but not a single 
light tank. 

   ऱ    भ           4,000              औ  भ          , ऱ     ए                       
 That absence became a major operational concern after the 2020 India-China border crisis. 

 य      2020 भ   -                 ब   ए         र  ऱ        ब      

Unique challenge 

               

 India faces a unique strategic challenge: preparing simultaneously for conventional warfare 
against Pakistan in the plains and armoured operations against China in the high 
Himalayas. 

 भ             ए       ट र                —                                               और 
                                     भ        ए        य र   र    

 The western theatre is ideal for traditional armoured manoeuvre warfare. 

                र   र  ब  रब   य     य       ऱए   य        
 The northern theatre presents an entirely different environment, characterised by extreme 

altitude, narrow valleys, weak bridges and steep gradients. 

                   र   र   ऱ       र         र     ,              ए                 ,        
       ,           और            

 At high altitudes, tank engines lose significant power because of thin air, fuel consumption 
increases, movement becomes difficult and recovering disabled vehicles is extremely 
challenging. 

            र               र  ट                                      ,            ब       
  ,                         और                      ऱ      य                       

 Without a credible offensive armoured capability in the mountains, Indian planners feared 
continued vulnerability to incremental Chinese military pressure. 

                 य       ब  रब                     र  य य      र                       
    ऱ    र         ऱ ब   र                 

 The capability gap had been recognised after the 1987 Sumdorong Chu crisis and again 
after the 2017 Doklam stand-off. 

                   1987                     और ब      2017                     ब      
        य      

 However, the 2020 Ladakh confrontation accelerated the launch of Project Zorawar under 

an emergency procurement programme. 

   ऱ    , 2020                         ऱ    र     य                                     
     र   य   

 Alongside the Zorawar programme, India is pursuing Project Ranjeet, also known as the 
Future Ready Combat Vehicle (FRCV). 

          य          -    भ                ,      Future Ready Combat Vehicle (FRCV) 

              ,  र      य   र र       
 The programme aims to replace ageing T-72 tanks with approximately 1,700-1,800 next-

generation main battle tanks over the next decade. 

      य            य   ऱ           र    T-72               र ऱ    1,700-1,800              
                   ऱ  र       

 Expected to weigh around 55 tonnes, the FRCV will feature a gun larger than 120 mm, 
advanced explosive reactive armour, underbelly mine protection, integrated anti-drone 
systems, AI-assisted fire control and network-centric connectivity with UAVs and 
satellites. 
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 ऱ    55          ऱ  FRCV    120         ब      ,                            ,          
            , ए          -         , AI-                           UAV और          
      -                       

 The programme is estimated to cost between ₹57,000 crore and ₹60,000 crore. 

      य                ऱ    ₹57,000         ₹60,000         ब       

„Tanks are adapting, not disappearing‟ 

 „              ,                  ‟ 

 Lieutenant General (retd.) Dushyant Singh, Director General of the Centre for Land 
Warfare Studies (CLAWS), said no single template applies to every conflict. 

               (         )            ,                            (CLAWS)                     
    र        र ए     र      ऱ               

 ―In the India-Pakistan context, territory remains central. 

           , ―भ   -                          ब            ब           
 Neither side will voluntarily surrender land. 

                                       
 Likewise, the Iran-U.S. conflict demonstrates that unless territory is physically occupied, 

victory remains incomplete. 

        र     -              य                ब              र                         य  
    ,  ब       य    र  र        

 Air strikes and missiles are effective for punitive action and destroying military assets, but 
controlling land requires boots on the ground. 

           और                   र            य              ट  र              , ऱ           र 
  य        ऱए                    य             

 Legacy platforms such as tanks remain relevant despite advances in drones and missiles,‖ 

he said. 

                   और                    ब                 र   र   ऱ ट                       
 He noted that Russia has managed to seize and hold territory in Ukraine because it 

possesses both infantry and armoured formations. 

                                र       र   और     ब  ए र         ऱ र    य                  

     और                           
 According to him, tanks now require dedicated anti-drone protection and integrated air 

defence support. 

           र  ब                   -          और ए                           य        
 Obstacles such as canals and layered defensive lines also complicate armoured operations. 

      और ब  -  र य र           य      ब  रब      य         टऱ ब         
 Singh emphasised that future warfare will increasingly rely on integrated multi-domain 

operations involving the Army, Air Force and Navy, supported by cyber warfare, 
economic measures and maritime power. 

         बऱ   य         य    य        ,           और             य       -      (Multi-Domain) 

           र     र      ,                 ,             और                                
 He added that military history demonstrates a continuous cycle of technological innovation 

and countermeasures. 

                  य                      और    -           र  र                  
 ―Whenever one weapon system appears dominant, countermeasures eventually emerge. 

           , ― ब           य र    ऱ       ब      ,               -                           
 Tanks will continue adapting through technological innovation and remain relevant,‖ Singh 

said. 
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                                र        य     ऱ    र             र     और         ब   र      

Role has changed, not ended 

 भ             ,                

 Globally, tanks no longer dominate battlefields in the way they did between the Second 
World War and the end of the Cold War. 

          र  र      ब य        र             ऱ       र  ,                             ऱ  र     

                   
 Cheap drones have significantly reduced their ability to operate independently. 

                                  ऱ   र                       र   य      
 Yet they have not become obsolete. 

   र                       ए     
 India is introducing an entirely new class of tanks because its principal armoured challenge 

lies not on drone-saturated plains but in the high Himalayas, where altitude, mobility and 
transportability determine operational success. 

 भ      र   र             ट       ऱ  र र       य            य ब  रब                  र         
            , ब                    ,           ,          और               र  ऱ    ऱ    य 

 र       
 The Zorawar is designed to address a uniquely Indian strategic requirement that many 

Western militaries do not face. 

             र          ट र          य        य      र  र          य   य    ,       
                    ओ           र         

 The tank is no longer the undisputed king of the battlefield. 

 ट    ब य                   र         र       
 But it remains something even more enduring: an indispensable component of combined-

arms warfare. 

 ऱ     य                           (Combined-Arms Warfare)    ए     र  य   ट  ब       

    
 In a battlefield increasingly dominated by drones, guided missiles and precision weapons 

capable of destroying multi-million-dollar armoured vehicles within seconds, tanks continue to 

provide one capability that no drone can replicate: the ability to physically seize, occupy and 
hold ground. 

     य                  ,                और                                र      ऱर    ब  रब   

           ट  र        ,      ब    ए                 र            बर बर                र 
    —          र भ                    ,                  औ             

 Ultimately, wars are won not only by destroying the enemy but by controlling territory. 

       य       ऱ            ट  र       , ब                                            
 And for that, boots on the ground, supported by tanks, remain indispensable. 

 और       ऱए                                       र  य  ब     ए     

 

 

 


