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Madhya Pradesh CM lays foundation stone
for Adani Group’s defence factory in Shivpuri

T l!e !!51] !u.reau

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav and
Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Sunday laid the
foundation stone for a de-
fence manufacturing plant
of the Adani Group being
built in Shivpuri district.
The unit, a missile and
propellant manufacturing
facility, is being set up by
the Adani Defence and Ae-
rospace, a subsidiary of the
Adani Group, at a cost of

Adani Defence and Aerospace is
setting up the missile and
propellant manufacturing unit.

¥2,500 crore. Addressing a
public event for the cere-
mony, Mr. Yadav said that
that the unit will provide

employment to more than
4,000 people in the
region.

“This land of Chambal
has been demonstrating its
strength for centuries. [ am
delighted that a new chap-
ter of history is being writ-
ten today. The missiles ma-
nufactured here will travel
long distances to strike
enemy territory, thereby
enhancing India’s honour
and prestige,” Mr. Yadav
said.

Mr. Yadav also an-
nounced various develop-

37STA WoTg Y T&T el hr JrefRrem &

ment projects in the area,
including a road connect-
ing Shivpuri to a national
highway at ¥120 crore and
a cardiology unit in Shri-
mant Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia Medical College.
Mr. Scindia said that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government led by
Mr. Yadav has won the
trust of investors. “This in-
vestment is not merely in a

06J7.
Madhya
Pradesh CM
lays
foundation
stone for
Adani
Group’s
defence
factory in
Shivpuri
AL YSA &

specific project but is an in-

vestment in the people of T
Madhya Pradesh and their ﬁ@ﬂ_’h #
future,” he said.

faraqd &

¢ Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav and Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Sunday laid the foundation stone for a defence manufacturing plant of the Adani Group
being built in Shivpuri district.

HET g & HEIHA Aigar Area iR FA 7l sAfafecy Rt 1 faar w Ragd fSer
T Tg ST WHE o W&t fafaaor §a+ & 3meariRrer @i

e The unit, a missile and propellant manufacturing facility, is being set up by Adani
Defence and Aerospace, a subsidiary of the Adani Group, at a cost of 2,500 crore.

Ig 3hls, Ueh fAATSe 3R yuies (Frdele) fastor giaen, srswe aog &1 qerae soel s

Questioning the hype around U.P’s ‘revenue surplus’

Data shows that the so-called surplus stems from the State's persistent inability (o spend its own budg

DATA POINT

Pon Vasanth B.A.

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath, who

spoke about the State’s
growth at his government's Indus-
iry Leaders Roadshow in Bengalu-
ru on June 24, emphasised how
U.P. has had a “revene surplus in
the last six years”. The Comptroll-
er and Auditor General (CAG)s
202425 State Finances Report re-
leased on June 16 said that U.P. not
only reported revenue surpluses
in 2024-25, but its 59,327 crore
surplus was the highest, account-
ing for nearly 50% of the total reve-
nue surplus of ¥1.27 lakh crore re-
ported by 13 States.

‘et an analysis of CAG and RBI
data shows that this surplus stems
from U.P.s persistent inability to
spend its own budget. Over the
past decade, it has consistently un-

Prudenceorine

fficiency?

The data for the charts and the analysis were sourced from the States Finances reports of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and the Reserve Bank

of India. The statements of Finance and App
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CHART 2: This shows how U.P's revenue surplus is malaly due to its underspending
by contrasting its budgeting and expenditure patterns with Maharashtra
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derspent its budgeted expendi-
ture, by at least 15% every year
since 2019-20 (Chart 1.

A revenue surplus is merely the
gap between total receipts and re-
venue expenditure. In 2024-25,
U.P’s revenue realisation fell about
16% short of budget; yet it still re-
ported a surplus because its reve-
nue expenditure fell shart by a
larger 15.4%. Maharashtra, by con-
trast, nearly met its revenue tar-
gets and spent more than budger-
ed, thereby reporting a deficit
(Chart 2). Had U.P. spent at the ef-
ficiency of its sur-

'CHART 3: This showrs different outcomes of U.Pls revenue surplus

status had it spent as budgeted or on par with its peers

Actual (-15.35% of budgeted
expenditure)
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CHART 5: This shows the share of Central transfers in
the total revenue of States with 10 biggest econamies
Uttar Pradesh

NOTE: The 44.2% drop of U.P. in 2015
20 wos due to the State making
cne-time “book transfer” of 171,180

crare from its Sinking Fund, o reserve

fund maintained for repaying debts,

) tothe State’s non-tax revenue

receipts. CAG was writical of this inits
audit report for that year. Had this

transfer not hoppened, the share of
Central transfers for the year would

’ have been 54.8%

plus would have shrunk sharply or
turned into deficits (Chart 3).

In 2024-25, U.P. spent only €113
lakh crore of its ¥1.55 lakh crore
capital outlay, which is a gap of
27%, suggesting that the under-
spending is systemic rather than
mere caution towards controlling
revenue expenditure (Chart 4).
ULP's revenue surplus is contribut-
ed in no small measure by Central
transfers (Chart 5). Yet, U.P. un-
derspends even the funds budget-
ed by the Centre, despite receiving
the highest allocation.

CHART 4: U.Ps underspending pattern was worse with capital
expenditure, 35 shown below
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06J7. Questioning
the hype around
U.P.’s ‘revenue
surplus’
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e Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, who spoke
about the State’s
growth at his
government’s Industry
Leaders Roadshow in
Bengaluru on June
24, emphasised how
U.P. has had a
“revenue surplus in
the last six years”.
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e The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)’s 2024-25 State Finances Report released
on June 16 said that U.P. not only reported revenue surpluses in 2024-25, but its 59,327
crore surplus was the highest, accounting for nearly 50% of the total revenue surplus of
¥1.27 lakh crore reported by 13 States.

16 ST ! ST fordae wa Agrarar wdiets (CAG) #Y 2024-25 T e Rl & shgr ararm T 3¢
T2 o o Shaol 2024-25 F ToTEd TN gof foham, 9feedh 3TehT 59,327 FUS Fr IRy e

318k T, SiY 13 TSI GART & Fel T1.27 AT FU3 TTET AT T 218791 50% AT

e Yet an analysis of CAG and RBI data shows that this surplus stems from U.P.’s persistent
inability to spend its own budget.

AT 8 CAG 3R RBI & 3113l & TaeIN0T & T TerdT & o I8 31T 3% ueer 1 3m9= g
FoIC T T Flel H SRIAR I&THAT & 3cesT gicT g

e Over the past decade, it has consistently underspent its budgeted expenditure, by at least
15% every year since 2019-20 (Chart 1).

T T g2F 7, 3T IR 319+ TR a9 =97 § Fa @ forar g, 59 2019-20 &
W TS FH A F7 15% Fr FA (TFE 1) W T

e Maharashtra, by contrast, nearly met its revenue targets and spent more than budgeted,
thereby reporting a deficit (Chart 2).

38 faudld, AFRISET o STITeTaT 31Tat JTSTEd ol&-d1 bl UTed fohalm AR soiec & 31T @d fham,
TG SHRUT 3T °TET (TTE 2) &of fhaT|

e Yet, U.P. underspends even the funds budgeted by the Centre, despite receiving the highest
allocation.

o oY, T 31T 3T UTed 3ot o STasle 3] YU g arT faiRe ey o ofr ol
TRE GI AET A 91T &
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Modi hails Syama Prasad Mookerjee as ‘champion of national unity’
GS I: History

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the
life of Syama Prasad Moo-
kerjee, founder of the Bha-
ratiya Jana Sangh, exempli-

unwavering
nationalism, public ser-
vice, and dedication to the
country’s unity and deve-
lopment, adding that his
ideals remain relevant
even today.

Paying tribute to Moo-
kerjee on his 125th birth
anniversary in an op-ed ar-
ticle titled “A life devoted
to India’s unity and pro-
gress”, Mr. Modi lauded
him as a leader who com-
bined intellectual achieve-
‘ment and integrity.

Quoting  Mookerjee’s
call to the youth to do ev-
ery task thoroughly and to
the best of their ability, Mr.
Modi said that as India
moves towards the goal of
Viksit Bharat, the greatest
tribute to him would be to

strive continuously to build
a strong, united, self-confi-
dent, and compassionate
India. “And knowing to-
day’s youth, I am certain
they will rise to the occa-
sion and do exactly that,”
he said.

A life of sacrifice
Despite coming from a pri-
vileged background — his
father was among the fore-
most educationists and in-
tellectuals of his time —
Mookerjee’'s conscience
led him towards a life of sa-
crifice, public service, and
national causes, Mr. Modi
said. He could not remain a
mute spectator to the tur-
bulence of his times, be it
“fighting colonialism, com-
munalism, humanitarian
challenges and more”.
“Along this journey, he
endured profound perso-
nal tragedies, including the
loss of an infant child and,
later, his wife... Yet, these
tragedies only deepened
his resolve and streng-

An artist giving final touches to a bust of Bharatiya Jana Sangh

founder Syama Prasad Mookerjee, in Kolkata on Sunday. ANI

thened his unwavering
commitment to serve,” the
Prime Minister said.

A champion of national
unity, Mookerjee stood
firm during the Partition to
ensure that West Bengal re-
mained an integral part of
India, Mr. Modi said. “A
few years later, that very
conviction drew him to
Jammu and Kashmir. Im-
prisonment did not deter
him and isolation did not

diminish him. His life came
to an abrupt end in deten-
tion, far from the countless
people whose cause he
had made his own,” he
added.

“Acharya Vinoba Bhave
said that Dr. Mookerjee sa-
crificed himself for a cause
in which he had faith.
Years later, the revocation
of Articles 370 and 35A in
2019 was the most fitting
tribute to his martyrdom,”

the Prime Minister said.

As the youngest Vice-
Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Calcutta, Mookerjee
brought a range of “pa-
triotic  and  futuristic”
changes, in the spirit of
“India First”.

‘Alternative voice’

At a time when the Con-
gress was “omnipresent”,
Mr. Modi said, Mookerjee
founded the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh in 1951 as “an alter-
native voice to speak up for
India’s progress while stay-
ing attached to our cultural
TOOtS”.

His tenure as India’s first
Minister for Industry and
Supply displayed his con-
ception of comprehensive
and humane development.
He viewed industry as a
means of restoring dignity,
opportunity, and confi-
dence to a newly indepen-
dent country, and respect-
ed wealth creation and
value addition, Mr. Modi
said.

While laying the founda-
tions of modern industrial
India via initiatives such as
the Damodar Valley Corpo-
ration and the Sindri Fertil-
izer Plant, he ensured that
the country’s traditional
strengths such as han-
dlooms, cottage industries,
artisans, and textile work-
ers were given equal im-
portance.

“The Sindri plant,
which Dr. Mookerjee
worked to establish with a
clear vision of self-reliance,
was ignored by those who
ran the nation for several
decades. I feel honoured
that our government had
the oppertunity to contri-
bute to its revival,”he said.

He said Mookerjee em-
bodied India’s civilization-
al tradition, the democrat-
ic spirit of dialogue and
discussions.

“He joined Pandit Neh-
ru’s Cabinet, believing that
the task of nation-building
in the early years tran-
scended political differenc-

es... But when he felt that
questions of national im-
portance demanded a dif-
ferent course, he relin-
quished office with dignity
and devoted himself who-
leheartedly to the political
work he believed the na-
tion required,” he said.

Staunch critic

Terming the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution
brought by Nehru as a “di-
rect assault on free
speech”, the Prime Minis-
ter said Mookerjee was
among its “staunchest
critics”.

“He understood fully
what the Congress was
capable of doing. And he
was proven right. Those
who brought the First
Amendment 75 years ago
imposed the Emergency in
1975 and 50 years ago,
brought in the 42nd
Amendment Act, which
again struck at the core of
liberal democratic values,”
Mr. Modi said.

06J7. Modi hails Syama Prasad Mookerjee as ‘champion of national unity’

HIEY & QATHT TG FWSAT F TSI Tehell HT ATAIT T

e Paying tribute to Mookerjee on his 125th birth anniversary in an op-ed article titled “A life
devoted to India’s unity and progress”, Mr. Modi lauded him as a leader who combined
intellectual achievement and integrity.

o 1254t S WX “A life devoted to India’s unity and progress” ¥ aTel Teh o # F@SAT
T HETSTel & §U AT AT ¥ 3o QAT AT Fefra, Foraet Steflie suafeer 3R $ATErY 1 33
AT |

e As the youngest Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, Mookerjee brought a range
of patriotic and futuristic changes, in the spirit of “India First”.

o Tl [eafacaTery & a8 a1 Fadfa & &9 & F@SH A “India First” 1 $1G1T & 37T
311 qurHTFaqer X #fds-g e are aRad+ fu

‘Alternative voice’

e AT

e At atime when the Congress was omnipresent, Mr. Modi said, Mookerjee founded the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951 as “an alternative voice to speak up for India’s progress
while staying attached to our cultural roots”.

o AT A A e 13 ST FEAW T 5T 3R THIG AT, 7 HE@SA o 1951 F HRANT ST hT TATIAT
HR T FTTeY & ToIT Ueh AH T AaTer & &9 & 6T, S gAY Wiep i T21 T ST @ |

e His tenure as India’s first Minister for Industry and Supply displayed his conception of
comprehensive and humane development.

o URA F Ug 3GANT UF It #7A & T H 3o7eh il of WHA IR AT Ryavre 1 3ofehr
RO &1 Y& R fomam|

e Terming the First Amendment to the Constitution brought by Nehru as a “direct assault on
free speech”, the Prime Minister said Mookerjee was among its “staunchest critics”.

o AT IR AT ITC HAYTT F TUH HANUA HI JFeATF Y Tl TR T §HA" ST §U
TITTHAT o el foh @It 50 “TaX J& Jrelraal’ 7§ J|
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Chhattisgarh’s Pandavani
legend Teejan Bai dies at 70

RAIPUR

Teejan Bai, an artist who
took the ancient Chhattis-
garhi folk tradition of Pan-
davani, the musical narra-
tion of the Mahabharata, to
the world, died at 70 at the
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) in Rai-
pur on Sunday after a pro-
longed illness.

Teejan Bai shattered ste-
reotypes by taking up an
art form traditionally per-
formed by men, and per-
formed with her lively
voice throughout India and
across the globe for de-
cades. She was conferred
the Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan, and Padma Vib-
hushan, India’s second-
highest civilian honour.

The legendary singer
had been keeping unwell
for some time, and was un-
dergoing treatment at the
AIIMS, Raipur, from May
27, 2026. She died at about

Teejan Bai

3.15 a.m., doctors at the
hospital confirmed. Teejan
Bai was given the final fare-
well with full state honours
at her native village, Gani-
yari, later on Sunday.

Breaking barriers

Back when she started, wo-
men traditionally per-
formed Pandavani while
sitting in the Vedamati
style.

However, Teejan Bai
challenged this tradition
and began performing
standing in the Kapalika

style of male performers,
with acting, dialogues,
singing, and expressions.
This style later became her
distinctive identity. Clad in
a red saree draped in the
Chhattisgarhi pattern, and
holding the tanpura
(stringed instrument), she
would leave audiences
spellbound wherever she
performed.

She brought Chhattis-
garh’s folk culture to the
world by performing Pan-
davani in more than 17
countries. Her powerful
voice, acting, and storytell-
ing style introduced Indian
folk traditions to foreign
audiences.

President Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
and Chhattisgarh Chief Mi-
nister Vishnu Deo Sai were
among those who con-
doled Teejan Bais death
and paid their tributes to
her.

06J7. Chhattisgarh’s Pandavani
legend Teejan Bai dies at 70

SAIHITG Y ysard! feeerer dister
aTE T 70 ¥ & 3 A fereT

e Teejan Bai, an artist who took
the ancient Chhattisgarhi folk tradition
of Pandavani, the musical narration of
the Mahabharata, to the world, died at 70
at the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIMS) in Raipur on Sunday
after a prolonged iliness.

derer 18, fSiegier ATHRT & Tl
guTeT T Uil ST olleh YIURT YsaTet
a#%eawawqg“am,wﬁaﬁﬂﬁw
STe; AR I TR e arf@er sl
IIFFATT FEATT (AlIMS) 7 70 aY T 3
H fer gy aram|

e She was conferred the Padma
Shri, Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Vibhushan, India’s second highest
civilian honour.

3 g A, e TwoT 3R e Fasqyor, S (IR T qERT Halfed ARTRS WFA §, § FFAfAd
ferarm aram 2|

e Back when she started, women traditionally performed Pandavani while sitting in the
Vedamati style.

SIS Segiel BT I AT, T Afgelll IR §T § YSATeAT hT SoehT dgaelt Aot 7 Tl et

|

e However, Teejan Bai challenged this tradition and began performing standing in the Kapalika
style of male performers, with acting, dialogues, singing, and expressions.

gTellfeh, clioTel a1 & 8 UXORT T Fatlcll & AR oW FerlRT hr Furfa et 7 @3 gra
313=Tg, FaTe, MGt 3R 6T o AT el ST AYE b |

e This style later became her distinctive identity.
g el a1e & 3o1ehy Rafrse g a1 5|

e Clad in ared saree draped in the Chhattisgarhi pattern, and holding the tanpura (stringed
instrument), she would leave audiences spellbound wherever she performed.

m@m#qﬁgmmaﬂ?mﬁw(mmw)waaﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
o, gefept sl HTFTE A T |

Pandavani
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» Pandavani is a traditional oral storytelling and folk singing tradition of Chhattisgarh,
centered on the stories of the Mahabharata, particularly the lives and heroic deeds of the
Pandavas.

» The word Pandavani literally means "'the story (Vani) of the Pandavas."

« It is one of India's most celebrated forms of folk narrative performance, combining
music, storytelling, acting, dialogue, dance, and dramatic expression.

* The performer narrates episodes from the Mahabharata in the local Chhattisgarhi dialect,
making the epic accessible to ordinary people.

» Pandavani represents the rich oral tradition through which India's ancient epics have been
transmitted across generations.
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Musical Instruments Used

» Tambura (principal instrument).
* Harmonium.

* Manjira.

* Kartal.

» Dholak.

 Tabla.

Two Major Styles of Pandavani

Vedamati Style

* The performer generally remains seated.
* Greater emphasis is placed on narration.
* Singing is more restrained.

* Traditional style.

» Considered closer to the older oral tradition.

Kapalik Style

* The performer stands and moves across the stage.
* Rich use of dramatic acting.

* Dynamic body language.

* Energetic expressions.

* Greater audience interaction.

» More theatrical presentation.
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The Declaration of Independence and the
making of universal rights

Written to justify the American colonies’ break from Britain, Declaration of Independence has inspired revolutions, independence movements and

the modern human rights framework; its universal language of liberty and equality outlives the contradictions of its own creation

Prathmesh Kher

n September 2, 1945, in
Hanoi’s Ba Dinh Square, Ho
Chi Minh stood before a crowd
of hundreds of thousands of
people to proclaim the independence of
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. He
was a committed Marxist-Leninist, a
founding member of the French
Communist Party, and the leader of a
revolution the United States would spend
the next two decades trying to defeat. He
did not open with Marx. He did not open
with Lenin. He opened with Jefferson:

“All men are created equal. They are
endowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable rights, among them are Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
This immortal statement was made in the
Declaration of Independence of the
United States of America in 1776.”

Ho believed the Declaration meant
what it said and that if it meant what it
said, it had to apply to Vietnam. The
United States spent thirty years
demonstrating that it did not agree.

To understand why a Vietnamese
communist reached for an 18th-century
American document at the founding
moment of his republic, one must
understand what that document actually
was: where it came from, what it cost to
produce, and what, precisely, it said.

A rough draft of history

In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson, 33, sat at a
portable writing desk in a rented room in
Philadelphia and drafted what the Second
Continental Congress had commissioned.
He later said he “turned to neither book
nor pamphlet while writing it,” drawing
only on what he called “the common
sense of the subject.” The resulting
document went through 86 changes
before adoption: 47 from John Adams and
Benjamin Franklin, 39 from Congress
during debate on July 3 and 4. The final
text was adopted on the afternoon of July
4. Formal signing began on August 2.

The most important change was a
deletion. Jefferson had included a
paragraph indicting King George 11 for
perpetuating the Atlantic slave trade,
calling it “a cruel war against human
nature itself, violating its most sacred
rights of life and liberty in the persons of
a distant people.” Congress cut it entirely,
reportedly at the insistence of South
Carolina, Georgia, and northern delegates
whose constituents profited from the
trade. What replaced it was a vague
reference to the King inciting “domestic
insurrections” among the colonists,
which recast enslaved people as a threat
rather than victims. The Declaration’s
claim that “all men are created equal” was
left to stand without any acknowledgment
of the 5,00,000 people held in bondage
in the colonies that signed it. Jefferson
called the changes “mutilations” and kept
private copies of his original draft to
document what had been lost.

A subtler but significant change was in
the preamble. Jefferson had written: “We
hold these truths to be sacred &
undeniable.” Someone, most likely
Franklin, changed it to “self-evident.” The
revision moved the argument from
religious authority to rational logic and
made the document considerably harder
to dismiss without first engaging the laws
of nature on their own terms.

First principles
The Declaration’s core propositions came

People watch fireworks explode during the Independence Day Celebration in South Gate, California. Arp

primarily from John Locke’s Two Treatises
of Government (1689): natural rights
precede government; government derives
its legitimacy from the consent of the
governed; when a government
systematically violates those rights, the
people may overthrow it. Jefferson
borrowed this framework wholesale but
made one consequential substitution.
Locke’s three natural rights were life,
liberty, and property. Jefferson changed
the third to “the pursuit of happiness.”

Property is a legal category with
defined contents. The pursuit of
happiness is an open-ended aspiration
that every subsequent generation has
filled with different content: economic
freedom, personal autonomy, religious
practice, and the welfare state. That
elasticity has become the document’s
most durable feature.

The Virginia Declaration of Rights,
drafted by George Mason and adopted
June 12, 1776, weeks before Jefferson
began writing, had already declared that
“all men are by nature equally free and
independent, and have certain inherent
rights.” Jefferson knew it intimately and
drew on it directly. Thomas Paine’s
Common Sense, published in January 1776,
had made similar arguments in the
popular idiom that shaped the mood
Jefferson then addressed in a more formal
register. The Scottish philosopher Francis
Hutcheson had argued that certain moral
truths were felt directly by any rational
person without philosophical
demonstration, which is the
epistemological basis for calling truths
“self-evident.” What Jefferson did was
synthesise an existing tradition into a
document designed to justify revolution
to an international audience, under

deadline, with a specific political purpose.

Historical innovations
Magna Carta (1215) and the English Bill of
Rights (1689) framed rights as concessions
from a sovereign to subjects: grants from
above, which could in principle be
revoked by the same authority that issued
them. The Declaration grounded rights in
the fact of being human, prior to any
government and independent of any
sovereign’s generosity.

More distinctively, it addressed itself
not to subjects within an existing
constitutional order but to “the Powers of

the Earth,” asserting the right to
constitute a new political order from
scratch. The right to revolution followed
as a logical consequence of the premises.
If governments exist to secure natural
rights, and a government instead
systematically destroys them, the people
are not merely permitted but obligated to
act. The argument moves like a syllogism.
That formal clarity is part of what made
the document so portable across political
traditions that had nothing else in
common. Thirty-five American state
constitutions contain the same or similar
provisions on the right of revolution as in
the Declaration’s preamble, and
comparable language appears in the
constitutions of France (1793), Texas,
Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, among
others.

The Declaration also pioneered what
might be called the audit model of
political accountability. Its long middle
section lists 27 specific grievances against
George 111, functioning less like a
complaints register and more like a
prosecutor’s indictment. Jefferson opens
the charges: “The history of the present
King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment
of an absolute Tyranny over these States.
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid World.” The grievances that follow
are concrete and particular: quartering
troops among the civilian population;
allowing British soldiers who murdered
colonists to face trial in England rather
than in the colonies; cutting off colonial
trade with the rest of the world; taxing
the colonists without their consent; and
depriving them of trial by jury through
the use of Admiralty courts. Other
charges struck at self-governance itself:
royal governors had suspended colonial
legislatures and replaced statute law with
royal proclamations in New York,
Virginia, Georgia, and South Carolina.
The final counts escalated the indictment
from civil abuse to open warfare, accusing
the King of having “plundered our seas,
ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the lives of our people,” and of
deploying Hessian mercenaries “to
compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny.” The implication running
through all 27 counts is that a
government’s conduct can be itemised,

documented, and judged against a
standard. Every constitutional system that
enumerates rights and governmental
obligations inherits this structure.

A grammar for liberty

Karl Marx, writing in 1864 on behalf of the
First International to congratulate
Abraham Lincoln on his reelection,
named the Declaration directly, calling it
“the first Declaration of the Rights of
Man” and identifying it as the event that
had given “the first impulse to the
European revolution of the eighteenth
century.” He designated the document as
the origin point of an entire historical era
and argued that the working class would
finish what 1776 had begun.

Twelve years earlier, on July 5, 1852,
Frederick Douglass perhaps explained the
phenomenon of the Declaration more
keenly than anyone else. Born into
slavery, self-educated, and by then the
most prominent Black abolitionist in
America, he stood before a crowd of
around 600 people in Rochester, New
York, invited to speak on the
Independence Day of the United States of
America. His speech, “What to the Slave is
the Fourth of July?”, is one of the most
deliberate engagements with the
Declaration in American history:

“I have said that the Declaration of
Independence is the ring-bolt to the chain
of your nation’s destiny; so, indeed, 1
regard it. The principles contained in that
instrument are saving principles. Stand by
those principles, be true to them on all
occasions, in all places, against all foes,
and at whatever cost.”

Then he turned: “This Fourth of July is
yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must
mourn.” Douglass’s argument was not
that the Declaration had failed but that its
inheritors had.

The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted on December 10, 1948, by
48 nations with no dissenting votes,
carries the architecture of Jefferson’s
preamble into international law: rights
that are inherent, that precede states, and
that no authority can grant or revoke. Its
preamble opens with “recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the
human family.”

Unfinished business

Jefferson owned over 600 people at the
time he wrote that all men are created
equal. The document he produced was, at
its core, a lawyer’s argument for a
political purpose: to justify, to an
international audience, the decision of
thirteen colonies to break from Britain. Its
universalist language was a rhetorical
instrument, not a programme.

What it became is something else. The
deletion of the slavery paragraph did not
bury the contradiction; it drove it into the
text’s foundation, where it sat under the
pressure of “all men are created equal”
for ninety years.

The shift from “sacred and
undeniable” to “self-evident™ planted the
argument on rational ground where it
could not be closed by authority or
tradition, only by reason. Each of these
changes, deliberate or incidental, made
the document harder to contain.

Jefferson died on July 4, 1826, fifty
years to the day after the Declaration’s
adoption. Weeks before his death, he
wrote that he hoped it would prove “an
instrument... pregnant with our own and
the fate of the world.”
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06J7. The Declaration of Independence and the making of universal rights

Fadaar 1 9o 3R aHifAE PR F1 @A#ATr

He opened with Jefferson:
Srgiel 3T YOI SABIHA I .

“All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights, among them are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

“Hol HAST FHTA FATC 7T §| 3o 37 Yioehal gaN F& AfA=dey HUFHR yarT Fe e §,
fSrerat Sftaet, Facrar 3 g@ #r @ier afAe g

This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United
States of Americain 1776.”

g IFR YA 1776 H G T HANHT Y Tac=rar Ay whyom # & argr 4’

A rough draft of history
sfaer™ &1 v YRAF Fater

In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson, 33, sat at a portable writing desk in a rented room in
Philadelphia and drafted what the Second Continental Congress had commissioned.

ST 1776, 33 TN TAT ABIHA o THATSTERAT & Ueh fHTT o shat H Teh WIEaol G AT
W YT ag FHlET AR fna, fod gfaeiir AgTedidir wia & AR &iet o1 s T |

He later said he “turned to neither book nor pamphlet while writing it,” drawing only on what
he called “the common sense of the subject.”

3egiel a1 3 eT 3 3egier 3 forma T o el qraen 3i o & el qfecret a1 W fora,”
o hae 38 W IMUIRT I T9A 3ogiel “favT Fr A= TH7sT” Fel|

The Declaration’s core propositions came primarily from John Locke’s Two Treatises of
Government (1689).

58 HIY0T & HEY fAeHTd H&T &9 U Sl did HT g&ah Two Treatises of Government
(1689) ¥ forw arw &

Natural rights precede government; government derives its legitimacy from the consent of
the governed; when a government systematically violates those rights, the people may
overthrow it.

TS HRAFR AR & Tgal 3T §; TP =T Jerar el st iy wgafa & urea wer g
S s TIHR FATEAT FT F 37 31TAFRT T SooiteT FAT &, df STeIdT 3 geT Thal &l
Locke’s three natural rights were life, liberty, and property.

dles & cltet FTepfcreh 31fUeR & — Shae, Fac=ar ik qufd|

Jefferson changed the third to “the pursuit of happiness.”

AT o AR TAHR Y Feeeh] “F@ 1 @el” X e

Property is a legal category with defined contents.

Hqfer Tse AR deat arell Teh &iefatt AN B

The pursuit of happiness is an open-ended aspiration that every subsequent generation has

filled with different content: economic freedom, personal autonomy, religious practice, and the
welfare state.

Q@ Y GIST Teh A9 MTHIET &, T Tedeh 39Tel dIET ¥ 3eTT-37eleT 312f & oRT & 3
TIATAT, ST T, eMfaes 37901 31K HeaoepRy T |

That elasticity has become the document’s most durable feature.

&I e eTeT 39 gEdTael st g9 TATAT AT a7 37 8
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The Virginia Declaration of Rights, drafted by George Mason and adopted June 12, 1776,
weeks before Jefferson began writing, had already declared that “all men are by nature
equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights.”

Sitet AW RN TR 3R 12 ST 1776 T Tlepcd asiiferar 3 TAHR GO, fd SIhaeT & ol
YE e W S AOATE Tgol 3T IAT AT, Tgol &1 BNt T el oY o “@efh #egsg wpfar &
AT T 8 Tl ¢ 3R 3o $S STerolidl TSR g1

Jefferson knew it intimately and drew on it directly.

ST S TS A STl A AR 568 MY IR gel

Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, published in January 1776, had made similar arguments

in the popular idiom that shaped the mood Jefferson then addressed in a more formal
register.

1AW 9 Y Common Sense, ST 1776 ﬁmﬁﬁr?, o T T A FHAIT Toh T T,
TGS 3T STTHIGST o 3TRR AT To FHh o 311k 3itg=nes 9 & sgea |

Magna Carta (1215) and the English Bill of Rights (1689) framed rights as concessions
from a sovereign to subjects: grants from above, which could in principle be revoked by the
same authority that issued them.

#eaT et (1215) 3R Soeer frer 3% TSeH (1689) ¥ 3TARRT I AT EaRT TSI Y &Y 1S
R el o &9 & y& o 32T 30 & fev a1v OF 31, foreg Reericl &9 & &€t | arvq
o Fohdl Y [T 3¢ et fonar &)

The Declaration grounded rights in the fact of being human, prior to any government and
independent of any sovereign’s generosity.

YOI o 37TASRT Y AT Bl & 927 9T 3menRa foram, S et 8 TR & ggor 31k fnat oY

M EH hI 3GRATH FadT |

More distinctively, it addressed itself not to subjects within an existing constitutional order but
to “the Powers of the Earth,” asserting the right to constitute a new political order from
scratch.

iR faflise &9 &, sae Tag &1 Alsier AT caaeaT & HAaid 31a arell ST s MRS
T T, Sfesh “qedt i AfFaal’ H TN HIA §U T of5 ToTeliiaisd cHaEdT I RH &

T Fel oh ATIFR T grar fora|

The right to revolution followed as a logical consequence of the premises.

Hifa T AAHR o7 IMURT F dTfched IROMH o T 7 TTHT 31T

The argument moves like a syllogism.

g dh Ueh +qTIATFY T g 379 JgaT g |

Thirty-five American state constitutions contain the same or similar provisions on the right
of revolution as in the Declaration’s preamble, and comparable language appears in the
constitutions of France (1793), Texas, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, among others.

A AR To wfauTel 3 Hifd & JRFR A 3 TET I7 Tl TraeneT A ¢ Si eyor hr
AT 7 8, 3T 38 YR Y AT i (1793), TFA, Gf¥eafaan sk A ofea 3w
dfauret # fgarg & &

Other charges struck at self-governance itself: royal governors had suspended colonial

legislatures and replaced statute law with royal proclamations in New York, Virginia,
Georgia, and South Carolina.

3 RIY A FFATHT T TER At A QAT Aol o wq AT, Faiiiordr, Siforar T qsy
FAfeer 7 sufaafdes Rrererasnsit @ Fefaa v fear ar 3k - e o aer
NYoT3iT & Seof fear |

The implication running through all 27 counts is that a government’s conduct can be
itemised, documented, and judged against a standard.
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o7 {elt 27 IRAT F AR 372 7 § o Fohell SRep & JTTeR0T ! Feilaey, Tolilad 3R v

HATeTeh o YR 9 GA@T T HhcT ¢

Every constitutional system that enumerates rights and governmental obligations inherits
this structure.

T gaenfers saae T St TR 3R aenr arfdical 1 Fellaey &l §, S8 ST
HIAT &

A grammar for liberty
FIAAAT HT TS SYTHIOT

Karl Marx, writing in 1864 on behalf of the First International to congratulate Abraham
Lincoln on his reelection, named the Declaration directly.

el AR o1 1864 H BEE FeTAUTel I 3R A 3siTgat foihet 1 Iofeh IeAfotel et W TS &l §T

S GIYUT &7 98T & & 3ol fohaT|

Calling it “the first Declaration of the Rights of Man” and identifying it as the event that had
given “the first impulse to the European revolution of the eighteenth century.”

3egiel 38 AT ¥ HTAFRI Y ggel YOI g7 3R 38 I8 T T foidal “HoRedT araredr
= AT FHifer BT Tgel IRom &N

He designated the document as the origin point of an entire historical era and argued that
the working class would finish what 1776 had begun.

3ogiel 3 GEATAS Y U X e o7 1 IR g samn 3R o &= 6 #Asgy a9t 3w
T I R M TS 1776 o & fomam &)

Twelve years earlier, on July 5, 1852, Frederick Douglass perhaps explained the
phenomenon of the Declaration more keenly than anyone else.

SR a¥ Ygel, 5 TS, 1852 1 BN SIeIW =1 HavareT: S ENVOT T Te=T I el 3 377
STl ST JolelT 3 3HTeh IS A HHSTT|

Born into slavery, self-educated, and by then the most prominent Black abolitionist in
America, he stood before a crowd of around 600 people in Rochester, New York, invited to
speak on the Independence Day of the United States of America.

AT & S A, T-RITET 3R 38 TG oo ARG & T TT 3redd graar-faredt sriwat
e Yeob SITeIH, =gl o IECT F T 600 aﬁvﬁaﬁrsﬂgé?amﬁ@-s‘gm T8l 3o¢ IARNFTF
TIFAT fead 9T Sietey & forw AT fomar arar )

His speech, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”, is one of the most deliberate
engagements with the Declaration in American history.

SeTenT HT9UT, “Teh ST & fAT IR Felté &7 7741 374 82, AR sfoierd & 5@ 9iwon & &y Fad
TR HaTeT H ¥ T g

“I have said that the Declaration of Independence is the ring-bolt to the chain of your
nation’s destiny; so, indeed, | regard it.”

“Hel g1 & o FacdT Y GIyor 37aeh Irsg; T fafar hr s i 7eg w21 §; areda 7, # 58
QT &Y Al €1

“The principles contained in that instrument are saving principles.”

‘39 gFaaa # fAfRd fAeuid 3guR #3= are Rgwia &1

“Stand by those principles, be true to them on all occasions, in all places, against all foes, and
at whatever cost.”

“3o1 fACHial & A @3 ¥E, Y 3HaaT WY, &Y T W, @i Faiferat & faweer 3 fonddt o o
IR 3% 9fd T 1
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted on December 10, 1948, by 48

nations with no dissenting votes, carries the architecture of Jefferson’s preamble into
international law.
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ATAAOFHRT At Frasiffe wrwom, 518 10 fHeR, 1948 1 48 G20t garT e fre faeh Aq &

37T ITAT, STHIHA hT TEATIAT hT HIAT T HARTSEIT FTefel 7 o ST B |
e Jefferson died on July 4, 1826, fifty years to the day after the Declaration’s adoption.
SBTEA H 7Y 4 JolT$, 1826 FI §¥, S1eh 38 foref ST AT T 3A1C §C T 9§ R ET |

Q i and ‘s.,m the pi day’s daily quiz: 1. This
newspaper opposed the Age of Consent Act, passed in 1891 after the
death of a child bride, Phoolmani, resulting in the first sedition trial under
Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code. Ans: Bangabasi

2. This lawyer successfully defended Tilak in his 1916 sedition case. He
later became a leading proponent of the two-nation theory. Ans:
Muhammad Ali Jinnah

3. This lawyer, charged under sedition, famously said, “Affection [towards
the government] could not be manufactured”. Ans: Mahatma Gandhi

4. This person was arrested on October 31, 1984, for allegedly shouting
pro-Khalistan slogans near Neelam cinema in Chandigarh. In his case, the
Supreme Court famously ruled that merely shouting slogans, without
incitement to violence or public disorder, does not amount to sedition.
Name him. Ans: Balwant Singh

5. Which famous leader, who is almost always in the news these days,
termed the sedition law “highly objectionable and obnoxious”, adding
that it should have “no place both for practical and historical reasons™?
Ans: Jawaharlal Nehru

Visual: Name this cartoonist who was charged with sedition a few years
ago. Ans: Aseem Trivedi

Early Birds: Tom Alan Faith | K.N. Viswanathan | Sonali Das | Erfanally
Oosmany | Lalchand Bhutani

06J7. QUIZ

1. Bangabasi and the First Sedition Trial under
Section 124A IPC

e Bangabasi was a prominent Bengali newspaper
published from Calcutta (now Kolkata) during the late
nineteenth century.

e |t strongly opposed the Age of Consent Act, 1891,
which increased the minimum age of consent for girls in
marriage from 10 years to 12 years. The newspaper
argued that the legislation represented excessive colonial
interference in Hindu personal laws.

e The Act was enacted following the tragic death of
Phoolmoni (Phulmoni) Dasi, an 11-year-old child bride,

who died in 1889 due to injuries caused by forced marital intercourse. The incident generated
widespread public debate and prompted legal reform.

e |n 1891, the colonial government prosecuted the editors of Bangabasi under Section 124A
(Sedition) of the Indian Penal Code, making it the first major sedition prosecution under
this provision. The case marked the beginning of the extensive use of sedition law against
newspapers and political critics during British rule.

Bangabasi

_\ﬂ- - - SRS, ~SSS RS, S

S
BENGAL PRESIDENCY

« Bangabasi (also spelled Banga Basi)
was an influential Bengali-language
newspaper published during the late
nineteenth century from Calcutta.

* It played an important role in shaping
public opinion, promoting Indian
nationalism, and criticizing several
policies of the British colonial
government.

* The latter half of the nineteenth century witnessed the rapid growth of the vernacular
press in India.

* Newspapers published in Indian languages became an important medium for spreading
ideas about:

o Political rights.

e Social reforms.

« National consciousness.
o Education.
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o Economic exploitation under colonial rule.
» Bangabasi was founded in 1880 by Jogendra Chandra Bose in Calcutta.

* It soon emerged as one of the leading Bengali newspapers alongside newspapers such as
Amrita Bazar Patrika, The Bengalee, and Sanjibani.

Founder: Jogendra Chandra Bose (1854-1905)

* Founder of Bangabasi.
* Eminent journalist and nationalist.
* Strong advocate of Indian interests under colonial rule.

* Encouraged political awareness through journalism.

2. Lawyer Who Defended Bal Gangadhar Tilak in the 1916 Sedition Case

e Muhammad Ali Jinnah was one of the leading barristers of British India before entering full-
time politics.

3. Lawyer Who Said, “Affection Could Not Be Manufactured”

¢ Mahatma Gandhi, though primarily remembered as the leader of India's freedom struggle,
was also a trained barrister.

e During his 1922 sedition trial before the District and Sessions Court at Ahmedabad,
Gandhi pleaded guilty to charges under Section 124A IPC.

e In his famous statement before the court, he declared that " Affection cannot be
manufactured or regulated by law."

5. Leader Who Called the Sedition Law “Highly Objectionable and Obnoxious”

e Jawabharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, strongly opposed the colonial offence of
sedition.

e During discussions in Parliament in 1951, Nehru described Section 124A IPC as "highly
objectionable and obnoxious", stating that it should have "no place both for practical and
historical reasons."

e |n 2023, Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code was repealed with the enactment of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.
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Shah to launch several projects as Cooperation Ministry completes 5 years

HEHTRAT HATTT F 5 T8 [ g W ATE F§ TRASTATIHT T 33T F3ar
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Shah to launch several
projects as Cooperation
Ministry completes 5 years

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah
will lay the foundation
stone for 47 grain storage
godowns and inaugurate
several major projects on
Monday to mark the com-
pletion of five years since
the formation of the Coop-
eration Ministry, a govern-
ment statement said.

The Minister, among
other initiatives, would al-
so launch a centralised
core banking platform,
and Sahakar Sahyogi, a
conversational Al-powered
platform, for Urban Coop-
erative Banks.

The Ministry empha-
sised cooperation with
States as a key pillar of im-
plementing its initiatives
over the past five years, a
Ministry official said on
Sunday.

White Revolution 2.0
The Ministry of Coopera-

Amit Shah

tion aimed to increase milk
procurement in the coun-
try by 50% over the next
five years by expanding
cooperative coverage, gen-
erating employment and
empowering women un-
der White Revolution 2.0,
the official said. As part of
the programme, more
than 25,282 Dairy Coopera-
tive Societies (DCSs) had
been registered across 31
States and Union Territo-
ries.

The Ministry further
launched sustainability in-
itiatives in the dairy sector,

including the registration
of new multi-State cooper-
atives for dairy inputs and
manure management,
alongside the creation of
the Sardar Patel Coopera-
tive Dairy Federation Li-
mited (SPCDF), which
aimed to connect over 20
lakh dairy farmers to an or-
ganised cooperative struc-
ture, the official said.

The official added that
Urban Cooperative Banks
(UCBs) could now open ad-
ditional branches without
prior Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) approval, offer door-
step banking services and
provide higher-value hous-
ing loans. Cooperative
banks had also been
brought under the Credit
Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small Enterpris-
es framework.

The official added that
the Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies had been
strengthened by trans-
forming them into multi-
purpose rural institutions.

06J7. Shah to launch
several projects as
Cooperation Ministry
completes 5 years

FEHTRET HATTT & 5
T¥ X g1 W AT FF
TRASTATHT FT YA
HEr

e Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah will lay the foundation
stone for 47 grain storage
godowns and inaugurate
several major projects on
Monday to mark the
completion of five years
since the formation of the
Cooperation Ministry, a
government statement said.
AT AE 47 31Tt HSROT
TMETAT T IMURTAAT Y
3R AHAR 1 FgRIRAT
HATTT & ST & i aq
B & TR W HS JHqT
aRASTAT3T T SeETes H,
QAT Ueh EIHRT ST H gl
T

e The Minister,

among other initiatives, would also launch a centralised core banking platform, and
Sahakar Sahyogi, a conversational Al-powered platform, for Urban Cooperative Banks.

HA 3 Ugell & WY FEFT PR ATHeT colehiar TAT AN WeHRT A9 o (AT TR ggawh,
Ueh HalGTcHe THTS-HaTford Caewiat, 1 1 YT il |

e White Revolution 2.0
QT HIfA 2.0

e The Ministry of Cooperation aimed to increase milk procurement in the country by 50%
over the next five years by expanding cooperative coverage, generating employment and
empowering women under White Revolution 2.0, the official said.

31TOPRY A gT foF TEHTRAT HATAT FT 18 2dd Hifa 2.0 & ded HgPRY Falsl T [AEAR
e, VIR GFoTcl dlah AR ATt T Fererd STt 3reTel ot ast & o7 7 g @dig (Frew

NFARAT) FT 50% T ST g

e As part of the programme, more than 25,282 Dairy Cooperative Societies (DCSs) had been
registered across 31 States and Union Territories.

U FEIHH & ded 31 Tt 3 &g anfla wdelt 7 25,282 & 3w 37 geard wfafaaf
(DCSs) Gsfighel &I ST T &
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e The Ministry further launched sustainability initiatives in the dairy sector.
HaATerT o 378 & & Feerar (FReafafad) waedt ggel ofr e A

e Sardar Patel Cooperative Dairy Federation Limited (SPCDF), which aimed to connect over
20 lakh dairy farmers to an organised cooperative structure, the official said.

o S TE-UST WEHN AATHET S 378 Forqgq AR TMaT garereT o fow Ioiienyor Afged, AER q&er
F3TReT 38 weve fafdes (SPCDF) & 6T & A1, AT 3662 20 o & 3ifre 39
fRETT T T TS TEPRT ST F SANSAT AT, ITARRY o1 gl

e The official added that Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) could now open additional

branches without prior Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approval, offer doorstep banking
services and provide higher-value housing loans.

o HTRHRY A 3M Tl & JraeT PtRfeT I (UCBs) 3 #Rer Rerd d (RBI) #1 9 37T &
foretr faRera amaTt @ler wd €, SReey ST FaTd gereT X T § 3R 359 7ea & Haw
HOT YT T Hehdl ¢ |

e Cooperative banks had also been brought under the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for
Micro and Small Enterprises framework.

o WEHR I F1 37 FFT AR H2 TTE R ATSH! US THTA TIWBAS o & & 379l 1T I
o)
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SPOTLIGHT

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

Saritha, 27, could not man-
age to exclusively breast-
feed her sons — now aged
four and eight — for the re-
commended first  six
months despite having
normal instituti deliv-

ganization (WHO) and the
United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) recom-
mend initiating breastfeed-
ing within one hour of
birth and continuing it for
the first six months.
Trends in EBF are close-
ly monitored in National
Family Health Survey
(NFHS) because they are
i indi of

eries. She works as a dom-
estic help in central Delhi’s
Rajendra Nagar. Her hus-
band drives for a ride-hail-
ing platform and takes up
odd jobs such as washing
cars and serving at wed-
dings to support the family.
“I returned to work within
two months of my delivery
and had no option but to
introduce infant formula
before my sons turned six
months old. If I do not
work, we cannot pay rent
or meet our living expens-
es,” she said.

Saritha is among a grow-
ing number of mothers in
India unable to exclusively
breastfeed (EBF) their in-
fants for the recommend-
ed six months.

‘Why EBF matters
EBF is considered one of
the most effective interven-
tions for ensuring the sur-
vival and healthy develop-
ment of the child. Breast
milk contains antibodies
that protects an infant
against common illnesses
such as diarrhoea and res-
piratory infections, sup-
ports healthy growth and
brain development, and
lowers the risk of malnutri-
tion and infant mortality.
The World Health Or-

child health, nutrition and
overall public health pro-
gress. The latest NFHS-6 in-
dicates worrying trends.

A worrying decline
Despite 90.6% of deliveries
in the country now being
institutional, fewer infants
are exclusively breastfed
during the first six months.
Although early initiation of
breastfeeding has im-
proved from 41.8% to
50.1%, EBF declined from
63.7% in NFHS-5 to 55.8%
over the same period, as
per NFHS-6 (2023-24).
NFHS-6 data show some
of the sharpest declines in
exclusive breastfeeding in
some of the largest States.
In Uttar Pradesh, EBF fell
from 59.7% to 34.6% while
in Haryana it fell from
69.5% to 41.2%. Delhi wit-
nessed a drop from 64.3%
to 54% as well. Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh also
recorded declines. In con-
trast, Kerala, Gujarat and
West Bengal registered im-
provements in EBF rates.
What is also worrying is
that, as per the survey, the
decline in EBF was steeper
in rural areas. Data show
that EBF among infants be-
low six months fell from
65.1% to 56.2% in rural

The missing link in India’s
maternal health story

Despite improvements in institutional deliveries and maternity programmes,

exclusive breastfeeding rates have declined, according to NFHS-6 data

Healthy start: The World Health Organization and UNICEF recommend exclusive breastfeeding during

the first six months to support healthy growth and protect infants from common ilinesses. FiLE PHOTO

areas. In urban areas, it fell
from 59.6% to 54.5%.

A paradox

What makes the decline
particularly striking is that
it comes at a time when In-
dia has made significant
gains in maternal and child
health.

Early initiation  of
breastfeeding has im-
proved, maternity benefits
have expanded, and wo-
men are more financially
and digitally empowered
than ever before. Nearly
89% of women now partici-
pate in key household deci-
sions while a similar pro-

portion operate their own
bank accounts. Digital in-
clusion has expanded ra-
pidly, with Internet use
among women rising from
33.3% in NFHS-5 to 64.3%
in NFHS-6. Yet fewer in-
fants are being exclusively
breastfed during the first
six months.

“The decline in EBF des-
pite these improvements
indicates that empower-
ment alone may not be suf-
ficient. Growing economic
pressures, informal em-
ployment, lack of materni-
ty protection, inadequate
workplace support and li-
mited postnatal assistance

continue to constrain ma-
ny mothers’ ability to ex-
clusively breastfeed their
infants for the recom-
mended first six months,”
said Arun Gupta, paediatri-
cian and public health ad-
vocate recognised for his
decades-long drive to pro-
mote breastfeeding.

Obstacles to EBF

Health experts attribute
the decline, particularly in
rural India, to increased
migration and seasonal la-
bour, early return to agri-
cultural and  informal
work, changing family
structures, erosion of tra-

ditional support networks,
greater penetration of
packaged foods and formu-
la products, weak postna-
tal counselling and rising
caesarean deliveries.

The sharp rise in C-sec-
tion rates, from 21.5% to
27.2%, is also cited as a con-
tributing factor. Breast-
feeding advocates say sur-
gical deliveries can make
early initiation and contin-
uation of breastfeeding
challenging, especially in
absence of adequate post-
natal lactation support.

“Common medical rea-
sons for not being able to
exclusively breastfeed in-
clude delayed initiation of
breastfeeding after deliv-
ery, especially following a
C-section; perceived or ac-
tual low milk supply; lack
of breastfeeding counsell-
ing and family support;
maternal illness or compli-
cations; and di i

not possible, the WHO re-
commends infant formula
as an alternative. Some
hospitals also provide pas-
teurised donor human
milk, particularly for pre-
term and unwell new-
borns. However, public
health experts stress that
formula is intended as a
substitute when breast-
feeding cannot be sus-
tained, not as a replace-
ment for breast milk.

Policy measures
India promotes breastfeed-

ternity leave under the Ma-
ternity Benefit Act, 1961,
amended in 2017. Unfortu-
nately, these protections
are largely confined to the
organised sector.
According to e-Shram
portal, a national database
of unorganised workers,
more than 16.69 crore wo-
men were registered as
workers in the unorgan-
ised sector as of 2025.
Health experts say this
disconnect raises a funda-
mental policy question:
can India expect mothers

o

ing through
such as Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana and
Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services. Compre-
hensive Lactation Manage-
ment Centres  and
Lactation Management Un-
its provide lactation sup-
port and donor human
milk when the mother’s
milk is i

for six months when most
receive neither income
support nor workplace
protection during that pe-
riod?

Shweta, 25, the mother
of a five-year-old girl, said
many women working
alongside her in a garment
factory in Noida could not

faced by premature or low
birth weight infants,” said
Delhi Medical Association
member Anil Bansal.
Vandana, 32, became a
mother four years ago. An
HR consultant at a private
firm, she was unable to ex-
clusively breastfeed her
child for the d-

The Infant Milk Substi-
tutes Act, restricts the pro-
motion of infant formula
and protects breastfeeding
from commercial market-
ing pressure. However, Dr.
Gupta said aggressive mar-
keting of infant formula
and substitutes could still

ed six months.

“After my C-section,
despite skin-to-skin con-
tact, lactation support and
frequent feeding attempts,
I could not produce
enough milk to meet my
baby's nutritional needs.
Supplementation became
necessary,” she said, ad-
ding that early counselling
may have helped her.

When breastfeeding is

and should be strictly regu-
lated. According to Dr.
Gupta, breastfeeding is
among the most cost-effec-
tive public health interven-
tions, even as data expose
a gap between policy suc-
cess and lived reality.

The informal sector

Women employed in the
organised sector are entit-
led to 26 weeks of paid ma-

their children. “Rising in-
flation and the fact that we
work on contracts do not
allow us the luxury of tak-
ing long breaks,” said
Shweta.

Dr. Gupta says that ma-
ternity benefits and breast-
feeding support systems,
particularly for women
employed in the informal
sector, need to be streng-
thened. “For the vast ma-
jority working in informal
occupations, breastfeeding
recommendations  often
collide with economic real-
ity, and these women, who
are most in need of sup-
port, are often the least
likely to receive i
Bansal.

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page15



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
it

06J7. The missing link in India’s maternal health story
HRT T AT TAELT FETell I IH F3I

e Despite improvements in institutional deliveries and maternity programmes, exclusive
breastfeeding rates have declined, according to NFHS-6 data.

HEATTA TH 3R ATJed FRIFAT 7 GUR & daofe, NFHS-6 & 3TaR faehy FerareT
(Exclusive Breastfeeding) ¥ e37 & ffrae 31ms &1

e Breast milk contains antibodies that protects an infant against common ilinesses such as
diarrhoea and respiratory infections, supports healthy growth and brain development, and
lowers the risk of malnutrition and infant mortality.

AT & qu 7 O wfawal (TETE) g & ot Ry o awa 3R e@weT oA SR A TRt &
S &, TaEY g 3R ATETSH [aehre # T ke § T Farwor 3R Ref g & S
HH AL

e The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

recommend initiating breastfeeding within one hour of birth and continuing it for the first six
months.

freT Fareey Hersar (WHO) 3R §F IS a1l HI (UNICEF) STed o Teh E¢ & 3 EcfaTatel
YT e TUT TGl T HEIeAl cfeh SH STRY T T AT X 81

e Trends in EBF are closely monitored in National Family Health Survey (NFHS) because
they are important indicators of child health, nutrition and overall public health progress.

T gRaR TareeT 4101 (NFHS) 3 EBF & ST T il ¥ fAeRmel fr Sy & F9ifd o
STel T, V0T X HAT Aot feieh T STl & HgcdquT Haheldh & |

e Despite 90.6% of deliveries in the country now being institutional, fewer infants are
exclusively breastfed during the first six months.

2T # 3 90.6% T HEUTIA glet o SdolG Ugol ©F Heloll 3 T TAYAT I FAAY Ferdret
AT SATIET ¢

e Although early initiation of breastfeeding has improved from 41.8% to 50.1%, EBF declined
from 63.7% in NFHS-5 to 55.8% over the same period, as per NFHS-6 (2023-24).

gTellTeh EcleTdTeT chl QT AEITTT 41.8% & FGehY 50.1% &1 378 ¥, wHfehel NFHS-6 (2023-24)

38R EBF NFHS-5 % 63.7% & Teah 55.8% T8 1T

o NFHS-6 data show some of the sharpest declines in exclusive breastfeeding in some of the
largest States.

NFHS-6 & 3ilehs ol & foh $o I3 Ul H FAAT Fararer I T H Fad ool [TR1ae ot 1 718
gl

e In Uttar Pradesh, EBF fell from 59.7% to 34.6% while in Haryana it fell from 69.5% to 41.2%.
3O USA H EBF 59.7% & T 34.6% & 31T, STdfeh gRIATON 7 g 69.5% H Tl 41.2% @
T

e  Delhi witnessed a drop from 64.3% to 54% as well.
feeolt 7 ot I8 2T 64.3% T TeH 54% &1 TS|

e Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh also recorded declines.
TSI 3T A7 weer 7 off FRiace goF 7 15|

e In contrast, Kerala, Gujarat and West Bengal registered improvements in EBF rates.
g8 faudicT 3, eI 3R 9fRaet S9TTer 7 EBF o1 &30 & GUR &Iof fohar 1|

e What is also worrying is that, as per the survey, the decline in EBF was steeper in rural
areas.

i & o1 27 o & o @dator & 3T arTeior 81 & EBF o1 fIRTae 31fereh oot W
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e Data show that EBF among infants below six months fell from 65.1% to 56.2% in rural areas.
371ehs STl & o armefioT &Y=t 7 o #E & T 3y & A3 7 EBF 65.1% A T 56.2% 6
AT

e Inurban areas, it fell from 59.6% to 54.5%.
gy 8131 7 g 59.6% § TTH 54.5% gl IAT|

A paradox

T My

e Nearly 89% of women now participate in key household decisions while a similar proportion
operate their own bank accounts.

379 SaT8TIT 89% AT TRAR & Jo@ foat & 117 oIcht 8, STaifeh wmersr scfeit €1 Aoy e
T & d @id Jferd FLr gl

o Digital inclusion has expanded rapidly, with Internet use among women rising from 33.3%
in NFHS-5 to 64.3% in NFHS-6.
BfSee T doi & Jor &, Togs A3t & & Sexae T 3UANT NFHS-5 & 33.3% &

gl NFHS-6 & 64.3% & I=aT g

e Growing economic pressures, informal employment, lack of maternity protection,
inadequate workplace support and limited postnatal assistance continue to constrain
many mothers’ ability to exclusively breastfeed their infants for the recommended first six
months,” said Arun Gupta, paediatrician and public health advocate recognised for his
decades-long drive to promote breastfeeding.

Sod INfF gara, FWATST VSR, ATJed F&TT T hall, LT FRTTS Fgarr 3R DA
YN I 319 87 37a¥eh A3 hT 3797eT RIY3AT T AT Tgel ©F HEIAl cleh LAY
TATTe et T &THAT I WA I 6,” TG 1T aTel T AV T FAACaeY AT %01
AT = e, foieg TAeTdTel Y SGTdT ot o ToIT gereht & o SiT T8 STt o TIT STTar STrefm 81

Obstacles to EBF
EBF & STemd

o Health experts attribute the decline, particularly in rural India, to increased migration and
seasonal labour, early return to agricultural and informal work, changing family
structures, erosion of traditional support networks, greater penetration of packaged foods
and formula products, weak postnatal counselling and rising caesarean deliveries.

ALY faRIv= fay §9 & AT R A 50 FRIGE T HROT dedl 9o, A ##1,
TS 1 # 2y ATy, Seeld! TIRATRE WG, TRINS HEART dF H FAAR a1, $dhes
Wley gardt 3R Bl Searel Y Sl Tg e, FASN THAe Gt AT oo deReT Head
I AT &

e The sharp rise in C-section rates, from 21.5% to 27.2%, is also cited as a contributing factor.
HI-feFereT T &X 21.5% A gt 27.2% Bl 311 Teh ToI@ FANTEleT Sat alell HROT HlAT AT 8 |

e Breastfeeding advocates say surgical deliveries can make early initiation and continuation of
breastfeeding challenging, especially in absence of adequate postnatal lactation support.

TAAYT & THIDT T heel ¢ foh AT THA o HROT ElaAdTeT i T 37T 3R 38 STRY Tl
ST 8T Fehel &, TANTHRT TS YR FAaTdTel HETACT & 378779 H|

o “Common medical reasons for not being able to exclusively breastfeed include delayed
initiation of breastfeeding after delivery, especially following a C-section; perceived or actual
low milk supply; lack of breastfeeding counselling and family support; maternal iliness or
complications; and difficulties faced by premature or low birth weight infants,” said Delhi
Medical Association member Anil Bansal.
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TR EATUTA o1 T UTed o A TR Ig HROM H T & dTe; Fleadlel & it 7 &,
Tt d-QeFere & a1e; aredfash A1 AT g i Halt, Feaerare et A aRais
WEANT 1 3T, AT 1 NART I7 SHEAA, TUTTHT A Tg STedt AT FA o H FofeT arer Far3it
FI SiSATSTT M &, et ARFT vHffved & deeg A a9 o FeaTl

When breastfeeding is not possible, the WHO recommends infant formula as an
alternative.

SIS T HI7T w761 81T, df WHO fRrep Sieerm a1 Ueh dehfeden fashew & &0 # goarar |

Some hospitals also provide pasteurised donor human milk, particularly for preterm and
unwell newborns.

TS ITETTT TRYIF STaT ATTT G 1 STt I &, TIAT T & T § vgel et 3N
3TETEY AT R & fore|

However, public health experts stress that formula is intended as a substitute when
breastfeeding cannot be sustained, not as a replacement for breast milk.

gTalTeh, FFARELY AT 38 910 W AR & § o Bl ael aa fawed § ST Fereraret sy
TGAT A o 8T, TG Al & G T JIA AT 67 5

Policy measures

Afaera surr

India promotes breastfeeding through programmes such as Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana and Integrated Child Development Services.

HRA TUTAHA AN T&AT FoTAT TUT TehIed a1l fA I WAt (ICDS) S HIigha! & AeaH §
TSI Y FTaT &l &l

Comprehensive Lactation Management Centres and Lactation Management Units
provide lactation support and donor human milk when the mother’s milk is unavailable.

FIETEAa derdere AR e quT deeers Adsric gfae Al 7 g 3T o gl T FATdTeT
TERIAT 3R aTdT AT G 3TeTeE A 8

The Infant Milk Substitutes Act, restricts the promotion of infant formula and protects
breastfeeding from commercial marketing pressure.

gthe fies werdicaey Hrftfaasy R Bider & TaR-9ER R Ui oeTar § aur Fderar S

ST fa9UTe & eard & FITaTe 1@ &

However, Dr. Gupta said aggressive marketing of infant formula and substitutes could still
undermine breastfeeding and should be strictly regulated.

gTeilich, SX. ICaT o el foh TR WieeT 3T 3Tk faehedT o1 3MTshiateh TATUTe 31a7 81 FelaTaet i
THTTIT T Hhdl & 3R 30 I F3l [AaHT giear anfgul

Women employed in the organised sector are entitled to 26 weeks of paid maternity leave
under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, amended in 2017.

IS 8T H R A3 T 2017 H TN ATfea wimer JfATAT, 1961 & g 26 Fea™®
T HAdToteh ATed e ITCd &

Unfortunately, these protections are largely confined to the organised sector.

eI, I GR&T AT T WIATST &1 oeh &1 AIiAd &

According to e-Shram portal, a national database of unorganised workers, more than 16.69
crore women were registered as workers in the unorganised sector as of 2025.

§-w QIE, S TS HIAFT b7 TSET ST &, & ITAR 2025 e 16.69 FI03 & It
AfgaTT sraerfoa av 7 47T & &9 & daliga i
Health experts say this disconnect raises a fundamental policy question.

Tareey FAAWAT o1 el & 1 Tg 1T Toh giaandy shfcera 9o @st atel 1
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fGS I: Governance
Bengal CM announces 3313 cr.

for tea workers’ scheme

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on
Sunday said the State Government had decided
to implement the Pradhan Mantri Cha Shramik
Protsahan Yojana (PMCSPY) and announced an
allocation of ¥313.30 crore for the scheme.
Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta said the West
Bengal government would implement the
scheme in collaboration with the Government of
India, and the focus would be on improving the
living standards of tea garden workers and their
families. The Central scheme, with a total outlay
of 1,000 crore, aims to provide more than 10
lakh workers across 1,210 tea gardens in Assam
and West Bengal access to better facilities.

3{TdcsT shT BYUT T g

06J7. Bengal CM announces %313 cr. for tea
workers’ scheme

AT F HEIHAN & T AR Y At & faw
Z313 HUs $r avor HY

e West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on
Sunday said the State Government had decided to implement
the Pradhan Mantri Cha Shramik Protsahan Yojana
(PMCSPY) and announced an allocation of ¥313.30 crore for
the scheme.

e FaTTer & HEAHA Gag HAFN 71 AIaR I gl foh Ao
THR o TUAHA T HAF WeAT6et AralT (PMCSPY) Y &1]
FLe T Ao forar § 3R 50 2erar & fow 231330 FAS &

e Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta said the West Bengal government would implement the
scheme in collaboration with the Government of India.

Tt #=it FadeT rAICaT A Fgl o TREH SIS THR $H ST Sl HRA TIFR & TEIT d

AT |

e And the focus would be on improving the living standards of tea garden workers and their

families.

3R ST HTY 35T I TN ATAFT IR 3% TRARY F Sftaer ¥ F R 3T o |

e The Central scheme, with a total outlay of 1,000 crore, aims to provide more than 10 lakh
workers across 1,210 tea gardens in Assam and West Bengal access to better facilities.

21,000 U3 & Fel 7 AT T HolT AoTell FFH AR TREH ForTer & 1,210 I Tt 31 10
T & HAF HIAFT T dgaR GIAUTT STE FM= A F&T G |
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TR 31T fo e ATed ety faieft dow v Asrare w3
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India to

host BRICS
anti-drugs
meet today
CSILIR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India will host the two-day
BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug
Agencies meeting in Guwa-
hati from Monday.

Organised by the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau, the
meeting will focus on is-
sues such as combating
synthetic drugs, streng-
thening intelligence shar-
ing and operational coordi-
nation, and capacity
building and institutional
cooperation.

“India envisions this
meeting as a pivotal step in
transforming BRICS coop-
eration from dialogue-cen-
tric engagement to struc-
tured and action-oriented
collaboration, with a focus
on strengthening opera-
tional coordination, intelli-
gence sharing, capacity
building, and collective
responses to emerging
drugrelated threats,” the
Union Home Ministry said
in a statement.

“As chair, New Delhi will
seek to strengthen cooper-
ation through information
sharing on clandestine lab-
oratories and emerging
synthetic drug trends, en-
hanced monitoring of pre-
cursor chemicals and phar-
maceuticals, intelligence
exchange, sharing of best
practices, joint training
programmes and expert
exchanges,” it said.

[0}
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06J7. Indiato host BRICS anti-drugs meet today
R 31T faad AGH gere faiet dos Fir ATars S

¢ India will host the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies meeting

in Guwahati from Monday.

HRA WIHATR F TATerer 7 2 fadir fera e e faie woifia & worat 1 dow

FT ASETAT HLEIT|

e Organised by the Narcotics Control
Bureau, the meeting will focus on issues such as
combating synthetic drugs, strengthening
intelligence sharing and operational
coordination, and capacity building and
institutional cooperation.

AR Felel s NI ARSI Ig Jooh
R AreF verdt & faves, givar srasrt g
A 3R TR FHATaT Y AT e AT &THaT
farsTor 3t FEUTeTe WEANT SIY FHeel W hied g
¢ ‘“India envisions this meeting as a pivotal
step in transforming BRICS cooperation from
dialogue-centric engagement to structured and
action-oriented collaboration, with a focus on
strengthening operational coordination, intelligence
sharing, capacity building, and collective responses

to emerging drug-related threats,” the Union
Home Ministry said in a statement.

FET 7[E AT =1 Teh 91T H Fgl, “HRd 38 J6
! e WgANT il Harg-shiod HRMERY & TXfd 3R
FTH-37H@ HeANT A deolal I 2T & Teh HgeaqoT
FeH h TT H T g, [ IRATeld FHead,
GIthaT STTTehRT HTSTT Y, &TAT fAor 3R 3R
BV A e Heareh @i & faeeys amfees wfafhar
I HAG el I EATeT o fohaT ST |

06J7. Two together

Wmermaaﬁgtr

e Ms. Takaichi signed at least 16 agreements and
documents, including a joint statement on energy
resilience to support bilateral cooperation along the
‘maritime energy transport value chain’.

AT Arehig o A A A 16 FHSAIG! A gFardSlt W gEAER
for, et w3 it aRaee e @ & 9 gfavei
TGN T FHIA Sof & T ST ereflelTaet o oo Fgad

garacy oY enfAer T

e This concern was also linked with the problems both sides
faced regarding the safety of energy-carrying ships and

!| %0 togefher

India and Japan did well to ring-fence
their ties from multilateral accords
J apanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s

first official visit to India turned out to be

an occasion to signal enhanced bilateral
coordination in the face of global uncertainties.
Rapid changes in geopolitics and technological
advances are forcing all countries into fresh
thinking, most consequentially with regard to
China. The U.S. appears less enthusiastic about
the Quad grouping (with India, Japan and Austra-
lia) and is unsure of the nomenclature “Indo-Pac-
ific” in its strategy. Against this backdrop, India
and Japan declared a joint intent to continue with
an ‘updated’ Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)
posture, ring-fencing bilateral ties from multilat-
eral arrangements. Ms. Takaichi signed at least 16
agreements and documents, including a joint
statement on energy resilience to support bilater-
al cooperation along the ‘maritime energy tran-
sport value chain’. The commitments to energy
cooperation were supported by the awareness
that to play lead roles in the FOIP, the two sides
should cooperate in the energy domain from
South Asia to the Indo-Pacific. This concern was
also linked with the problems both sides faced re-
garding the safety of energy-carrying ships and
sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran.
The two major Asian economies have a shared in-
terest in ensuring that the nearest energy sources
in the Gulf remain accessible. They have agreed
to build naval platforms to enhance maritime do-
main awareness and surveillance.

A joint statement issued during the visit men-
tioned “serious concerns” about the prevailing
situation in the South China and East China Seas,
and Japanese officials spoke to the media frankly
about the need to address the Taiwan issue
peacefully. Though a planned visit to Guwahati
was dropped, Ms. Takaichi underscored Japan’s
attention to the northeastern regions of India by
connecting them with “relevant partners and re-
gional organisations™ of the Bay of Bengal region.
BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner organisa-
tion for Japan. Japan has major investments in
Bangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these
projects, including the Matarbari port in Cox’s
Bazar, through an ‘industrial value chain’ with In-
dia’s northeast can boost regional prosperity and
security. Ms. Takaichi has painted a vast canvas
of cooperation stretching from India’s neighbour-
hood to the Pacific Ocean to protect the India-Ja-
pan relationship from the uncertainties of the
current world order, but both sides have to man-
age multiple other relations effectively to ensure
optimal outcomes. They have to manage their re-
lations with China and the U.S. in such a manner
that their strategic interests are protected and
conflicts avoided. It can be a path of mutual
learning and cooperation for India and Japan as
they seek to navigate the global turbulence.
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sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran.
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e They have agreed to build naval platforms to enhance maritime domain awareness and
surveillance.

3giel WA &Y FY ST AR FATRreh go1e & fow Flifas caewis e fid & W
gAY TFa Fr

e BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner organisation for Japan.
faFme® (BIMSTEC) & STUTe & folT Teh ATBIGR TITd+T o & H Jeolildd [T T

e Japan has major investments in Bangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these projects,
including the Matarbari port in Cox’s Bazar, through an ‘industrial value chain’ with India’s
northeast can boost regional prosperity and security.

ST T S aeer 3T ardels & 37 e § 3R s aRAISm31 A, fS=13) Hierd IR F1
ATAERY 4STMTE AMA ¥, R & QAo & Y s Hod 4Tl & ATETH § Sisar a=x
Foefer 3R qRaT I TeTaT & FehelT B
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Old wine, new bottle

EPFO's recent changes signal continuity,
not radical reform

he Union Labour and Employment Minis-
I try’s notification of fresh rules for the Em-

ployees’ Provident Fund (EPF), Em-
ployees” Pension Scheme (EPS), and Employees’
Deposit Linked Insurance (EDLI) is a procedural
formality following the enforcement of the Code
on Social Security, 2020, since November last
year. Four months ago, the Central Board of Trus-
tees (CBT) of the Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation (EPFO) approved the implementation
of social security measures framed as a sequel to
the Code that subsumes nine laws, including the
Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948, and the
Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act, 1952. With around eight crore
subscribers, changes to the PF legal framework
have wide implications for members and their fa-
milies. Viewed from this angle, the notification
signalled continuity and sought to make the fra-
mework align with the Code. Even the feature of
PF contributions being made voluntary in excess
of the statutory wage ceiling of ¥15,000 is not
new. The practice of allowing contributions up to
12% of the basic pay, regardless of the wage ceil-
ing, was the norm till the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
It was only then that many establishments, while
experiencing the shortage of funds, had begun
limiting their contributions to the wage ceiling.
However, pensioners and members had hoped
that the notification would revise the minimum
monthly pension of 1,000 and the monthly
wage ceiling for contribution to the PF beyond
15,000, both of which were determined 12 years
ago. But they have been left disappointed. Ac-
cording to the EPFO’s 2024-25 annual report,
about 36.8 lakh of its 81.5 lakh pensioners receive
a monthly pension of 1,000 or less.

Yet, the government has taken no decision on
either issue despite repeated demands from pen-
sioners and other stakeholders. Even if financial
implications are a concern, the government’s
grant-in-aid for the minimum pension, benefiting
about 20.6 lakh pensioners, is only around
1,000 crore annually. Of the government’s out-
lay of ¥11,000-0dd crore towards the EPS for the
current year, most of its provision goes for the
component of its contribution at 1.16% of the
monthly pay (limited to the wage ceiling of
¥15,000) of EPS members. The government
should restore the applicability of the EPS to all
workers, regardless of pay. If the government
feels that the EPFO is getting overburdened with
its work, it can formulate a tailored scheme with
the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority. Efforts to expedite and simplify claim
settlements should continue. The government
must remember that substantive EPFO decisions
affect crores of employees.

06J7. Old wine, new bottle
gwfraqavan, AT FTGET

o EPFO’s recent changes signal continuity, not radical
reform
St & grferaT Feerd fatawar #1 ¥ &d €, 7 ¥ #lfas g a

e The Union Labour and Employment Ministry’s notification
of fresh rules for the Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF),
Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), and Employees’ Deposit
Linked Insurance (EDLI) is a procedural formality following the
enforcement of the Code on Social Security, 2020, since November
last year.

HE 5 3R VTR AT SaRT FATR HiIs7 A (EPF), Fary
Yeret Aottt (EPS) 31K F#ar s1aT Hagy e (EDLI) & fow ¢ fFaaAt
hr JrfergEraT, ee a¥ Ader & o] WreTfore Jat wiear, 2020 & a1
T ufsharcae iaaTRedar g

e Four months ago, the Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of
the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) approved the
implementation of social security measures framed as a sequel to the
Code that subsumes nine laws, including the Employees’ State
Insurance Act, 1948, and the Employees’ Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.

IR AL Tgol, FAART HsT AT FarassT (EPFO) & Fkr =t s
(CBT) & @TATTSIeh GR&TT 3UTET o hrdeadial i Ho[{r & o, foiee 30
TG & 3T TR FohaT a1m T, FSreet hatamdY T e arfafa,
1948 3R FwHaY sifasy AT v RAfay yeu= af€@ATs, 1952 afea
oAt ShreTail & AiFATAd foram s B |

e Even the feature of PF contributions being made voluntary
in excess of the statutory wage ceiling of 15,000 is not new.

TgI o o 15,000 Y denfas dasr e 3 310 dow aerge &
FAoF To10 AT 1 sIEAT 3 7S 7ET B

e The practice of allowing contributions up to 12% of the basic
pay, regardless of the wage ceiling, was the norm till the COVID-19
pandemic hit.

dctT TAT AT TXaTe fohT o=t e adet & 12% T ARG I AT
ol T STaEYT fAS-19 AFTHRY 3TeT T FIHT 4T 47|

e According to the EPFO’s 2024-25 annual report, about 36.8 lakh of its 81.5 lakh
pensioners receive a monthly pension of 1,000 or less.

$RUwa i 2024-25 AT RUIE & HTAR, ST 81.5 a1 FerTsfaray 7 § wrarerar 36.8 o
T 1,000 IT 3TH FA ATRAF I 9TeT &It &1

e Of the government’s outlay of €11,000-odd crore towards the EPS for the current year, most
of its provision goes for the component of its contribution at 1.16% of the monthly pay
(limited to the wage ceiling of ¥15,000) of EPS members.

TAATT Y & T EPS 8 TR & #9879 11,000 FU3 & e 7 F 3ifehier qraet EPS
HeTat & ARAF adeT F 1.16% AT (ST 15,000 Y ad<T AT d AT §) & v SJ1ar g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 2



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The real crisis in India’s fisheries

Official claims that most of India’s marine fish stocks are sustainable should not distract from the continuing degradation of the country’s inshore fishing grounds:
nt of mechanised trawling are essential for truly sustainable fisheries

ernance

of coastal waters and better

ndia has a very large and old
‘marine fishing population. Every
day, both small-scale and
mechanised trawl fishers go out to
e&z aliving and provide the nation with

The Government of India recently
released its latest prognosis of the
country's ocean fisheries (February 11,
2026). Its press release emphasised that
Indian marine fisheries are largely
sustainable, suggesting the country has
avoided the bane of international fishing,
namely overfishing.

Official claims
Drawing on figures compiled by the
Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI), the government said
that most commercial fish stocks “are in
health”. Furthermore, it stated that
“91.1% of the 135 fish stocks evaluated in
different mgiom during 2022 were found
sustainable.” If this asessmcm is
accurate, it would be good ne
However, there are good masons to doubt
whether it is indeed correct.

For one, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) is far more reserved in
its assessment of the condition of Indian
marine fisheries than the Indian

seems to be. India’
profile argues that “India’s marine
fisheries production reached a plateau as
most major stocks are fully exploited. [...]
Unregulated access to these fisheries
resulted in significant overcapacity,
especially of medium and small trawlers
that compete over dwindling fishery
resources with mostly impoverished
small-scale fishers.” This message is not
half as buoyant as the one published by
the Indian government.

1 will not dispute CMFRI*

Overfishing, however, is not the central
issue here. The more pressing concern is
the decline, if not the destruction, of the
inshore benthic environment. Over the
past year, numerous fisheries scientists
and policymakers have described the
inshore fishing environment as
“destroyed”. What exactly do they mean?

India is ded by a relatively

or its methodology for calculating
‘sustainability’. After all, most of its
procedures are veiled in secrecy. What is
known, however, is that compared with
many other fishing nations, CMFRI
continues to rely primarily on landing
data rather than stock assessments.

In other words, it calculates the
availability of fish stocks in India’s
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) - which
includes up to 200 nautical miles (371 km)
of sea area around the country — based
on what fishermen catch. Even a
layperson can understand that finding a
certain number of shells on the beach
does not necessarily predict the quantity
of shells in the sea.

Other nations, therefore, make use of
stock assessments at sea itself, thereby
calculating how much aquatic life is
available in certain waters. This is
obviously the more reliable method to
determine the health of fish stocks.

The Government of India cannot be
blamed for not yet adopting this more

narrow continental shelf, where fishing is
always the most productive. This
continental shelf is broadest in Gujarat
and a part of Maharashtra, but remains
quite narrow along the rest of the
sub-continent.

Generally speaking, one can assume
that the territorial seas — a legal category
referring to waters that lie within 12
nautical miles (or 22 km) from shore -
largely overlap with the continental shelf.
1‘hese wa(ers prov)de favourable

expanded to gigantic proportions.
According to the same

numbers are growing day by day as there
are practically no restrictions on new
entries. Moreover, existing vessels are
continuously being extended and fitted
with more powerful Chinese engines,
enabling them to catch even more fish.
‘This oversized fleet of mechanised
trawlers ploughs the inshore seabed in a
continuous fashion. In heavily trawled
areas, this results in a decline of all animal
and plant life. It has also resulted in major
conflicts with the numerous population of
small-scale fishers who see their
livelihoods imperilled. The problem is
that regulations to protect the inshore
fishing zone are almost non-existent. Yes,
mechanised boat fishing is closed for two

valuahle species surJl as shnmp to feed,
breed and grow.

But why do senior experts conclude
this is no longer the case?

This is a complex question with many
answers. Thus, one can point to the
construction of dams in major rivers,
which disallow land-based nutrients from
entering the sea. One can also point to the
ongoing destruction of mangroves, where
fish breed, and to pollution that is
entering the sea from various industrial,

th: 'y year, so as to allow for the
rejuvenation of fish stocks. But the main
tool to prevent unwanted trawling — the
prohibition for mechanised boat fishers to
operate within a geographic zone of 5 NM
~ lacks forcefulness.

There are two main reasons for this.
First, coastal States lack sufficient staff or
craft to patrol the inshore waters. Second,
governments have precluded fishers from
playing a helpful role in management.
The result is that the ecology of the
inshore fishing zone is continuously being
degraded, and all fishers — small-scale
and mechanised - are being pushed out
to the offshore and the deep-sea fishing
zones.

Rethinking fisheries pollq'

‘The Indian government is optimistic
about the potential of deep-sea fishing
and i fishers to make a shift.

costly form of stock Butit , al sources.

does raise suspicions that the race to Many scientists, and fishers too, point to

catch up with China, which is also such changes to explain the decline of

infecting the fisheries sector, may also be fisheries. These factors obviously affect

inducing a hidden bias in the figures. the inshore fishing zone more than they
do distant waters.

‘The decline of inshore ecosystems

Among the fishers | have spoken to over Mechanised trawling and its cost

thirty years along the Tamil Nadu coast, One of the many factors

the consensus is that catches have this decline is the dramatic and Iaqgly

consistently gone down and that many uncontrolled expansion of mechanised

species that were formerly available have trawling.

disappeared. The government, however, Itis good to remind ourselves first of all

seems to continue on the path of that semi-industrial trawling is not an

amplifying fish production figures from
one year to the next.

Indian fishing method. It was introduced
from abroad around 1960 and has since

But the question is whether that
potential, which is also being tapped by
other fishing nations, is as bountiful as
expected. The FAO estimates that “at
best, only a marginal increase can be
realised through exploitation of deep-sea
resources.”

06J7. The real crisis in India’s fisheries

AR & AET 81T FT IEd[dF THe

GETTY BMAGES

More fundamentally, India’s current
fisheries policy is wasting the enormous
potential of inshore waters. For one thing,
itimposes extra expenses for fuel and
technology on fishers so that they can
actually travel to more distant waters. At
the same time, it is closing its eyes to the
dire need for proper management of
inshore waters. Aside from addressing the
problems of marine pollution, it also
means curbing, if not reducing,
‘mechanised boat fishing. This is more
than a technical issue. Mechanised boat
fishers, by way of their numbers and their
political influence, now often stand in the
way of proper management. This is
witnessed, for example, in the case of the
Palk Bay, which is located between India
and Sri Lanka. There, the Indian fleet of
mechanised boat fishers now pirates Sri
Lankan waters to the detriment of
small-scale fishers on the other side of the
international border. Ownership of the
island Katchatheevu does not make any
difference in this respect.

The way forward
While the government’s assessment
jpaints an encouraging picture of Indian
fish stocks, a more fundamental concern
remains. The larger issue is that fishers,
scientists and policymakers continue to
decry the degradation of the inshore
fishing grounds. A viable and truly
sustainable ﬁshery can only he reahsed if

of the so inshor
waters improves. For this, the
government must adjust its perspective.
‘This is in line with FAO's view that:
“Strenuous efforts are needed at federal
and state levels to upgrade the country’s
capacity to manage its marine fisheries.”
In this context, CMFRI might also want to
devote effort to studying what the
condition of the benthic environment is
actually like. This would provide a basis
for deliberating on the best way forward.
(Maarten Bavinck is emeritus professor of
coastal resource governance, University of
Amsterdam)

THE GIST

-

Food and Agriculture
Organization presents a more
cautious assessment of India's
‘marine fisheries than official
claims, warning that many
major fish stocks are already
fully exploited.

-

India’s fish stock estimates rely
largely on landing data rather
than direct stock assessments,
raising questions about how
sustainability is measured.

v

Expanding mechanised
trawling and weak
enforcement of coastal fishing
regulations are placing.
increasing pressure on inshore
ecosystems and small-scale
fishers.

In other words, it calculates the availability of fish stocks in India’s Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) — which includes up to 200 nautical miles (371 km) of sea area around the

country — based on what fishermen catch.
gER real &, Ig R o fey 3nfde & (EEZ) — Foraed ger & uRY 31X 200 Wl #ier (371

foalt) cTeh T TEEY &1 AMTAST § — 3 AT $18R T STl T I0TAT HPIRT SaRT Tehsl 1S
HofAT & YR R AT L |

The more pressing concern is the decline, if not the destruction, of the inshore benthic
environment.

iferen 378l el advr werd e wifeuforeh a= &1 uaer, afe e =7e, B

Generally speaking, one can assume that the territorial seas — a legal category referring to
waters that lie within 12 nautical miles (or 22 km) from shore — largely overlap with the
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e Ownership of the island Katchatheevu does not make any difference in this respect.

Vaishali R. Venkat

I wish to invest in mutual funds
Q through SIP. However, I am

confused by the various
schemes and plans available, such as
direct versus regular plans, open- and
closed-end funds, and IDCW options.
Could you provide a comprehensive
overview of the different schemes and
plans and the available payout
options?
PAUL

n open-ended mutual fund is
A like a metro smart card. You

can enter anytime, exit any-
time and reload whenever you want.
There’s no fixed “start or end date,”
and you transact (buyy/sell units) at the
current NAV. Most SIP investors prefer
open-ended funds for flexibility and
ease of access.
Remember that you need to pay an ex-
it load, which is a small fee charged if
you withdraw your money before the
stipulated time (one year in most cas-
es). Think of it like a “penalty for early
exit” meant to discourage short-term
trading. Once the exit load period is ov-
er, you can exit freely with no charge.

ELSS fund
Equity Linked Savings Schemes
(ELSS), also open-ended in structure,
come with a mandatory three-year
lock-in period for claiming tax bene-
fits. During this period, you cannot re-
deem or exit from your investment.
After three years, it behaves like a
normal open-ended equity fund with
full liquidity.

Closed-ended fund
On the other hand, a closed-ended mu-
tual fund works similar to an IPO for
stocks. It is launched through a New
Fund Offer (NFO), which is usually an-
nounced via advertisements or other
avenues for a limited period only. You
can invest only during this offer pe-
riod, just like applying for an IPO.
Subsequently, the fund is closed for
new investments from the AMC side.
Note, most apps or direct AMC web-
sites offer open-ended SIPs mostly.

Direct vs. regular plans

Now, let’s understand the difference
between “direct vs regular” plans.
Imagine buying the same product in
two different ways: directly from the
manufacturer or through a local shop-
keeper. The product is exactly the
same in both cases, but the price struc-
ture differs. Similarly, in mutual funds,
a direct plan means you invest directly
with the Asset Management Company
(AMC), while a regular plan involves in-
vesting through an Association of Mu-
tual Funds in India-registered (AMFI)
mutual fund distributors. These brok-
ers must have an ARN number to legal-
ly sell mutual funds.

In regular plans, the intermediary
earns a commission that is built into
the fund’s expense ratio, which is
usually higher than direct plans.

This slightly reduces your overall re-
turns compared with direct plans,
wherein there is no middle layer and
therefore lower costs. As a result, a
larger portion of your money remains
invested and continues to grow. There-
fore, most self-managed SIP investors
choose direct plans, which are general-
ly better for retail investors due to its
lower expense ratio.

IDCW option

IDCW stands for Income Distribution
cum Capital Withdrawal. In April 2021,
SEBI renamed the ‘Dividend Option’ in
mutual funds to IDCW to better de-
scribe how the payouts work. If you
previously invested in a mutual fund
under the Dividend Plan, you will now
see IDCW in your account statements
instead.

IDCW payments may be made from
the income earned by the mutual
fund, such as dividends received from
stocks or capital gains from selling in-
vestments. That is, the payouts can
come from the fund's profits or by re-
turning a part of your invested capital,
thereby reducing the fund's Net Asset
Value (NAV).

Put simply, IDCW is not extra in-
come or a bonus, but a portion of your
investment being returned to you. In-
vestors seeking long-term wealth crea-
tion should generally choose the
Growth option. Those who need regu-
lar payouts from their investments
may consider the IDCW option.

(The writer is an NISM & CRISIL-certi-
fied Wealth Manager and certified in
NISM’s Research Analyst module)

5q Feet H Fearfag gdia &1
AT

06J7. Open-ended mutual
fund

e An open-ended mutual
fund is like a metro smart
card.

o T IMNIA-U3S 7Y
3 ALY TATE H1S H G 8T ¢l

e You can enter anytime,
exit anytime and reload
whenever you want.

o 3 ZHHA T o fqer
X TRl &, el o7 ST fsher
Hohd ¢ 3R 59 T1g e A @3
X THhd g

e There’s no fixed “start
or end date,” and you transact

(buy/sell units) at the current
NAV.

. T EE BT
AEIHTAY AT AT FARY E B,
3R 31T Hisrer NAV W gfae
e araga ¥l

e Most SIP investors
prefer open-ended funds for
flexibility and ease of access.

o 3TRRT SIP faderes
aaﬁaﬂ?raﬂ'\rmmqgir%
$RUT 3NYT-USS B3l TG
gl

e Remember that you
need to pay an exit load, which
is a small fee charged if you
withdraw your money before the
stipulated time (one year in
most cases).

° tml‘@r%aﬁ(m
foretRa Taa (3rfaewier ATl &
TS q¥) F Igel 9= T
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Think of it like a “penalty for early exit” meant to discourage short-term trading.

38 FHYT F g Tl o STHAIT GH, ToraeT 3667 reqitas f¥er o galcarisd wer g1
Once the exit load period is over, you can exit freely with no charge.

ufFste dts 3rafl FATed gl o de 37T e Rl Qoeh & e & aTg foiehel Hevel ¢ |

ELSS fund

$UAUHUY B8

Equity Linked Savings Schemes (ELSS), also open-ended in structure, come with a
mandatory three-year lock-in period for claiming tax benefits.

sfFad) foiFs Afdsw TR (ELSS), 37 TTAT H 87 3N9=1-US3 It &, FT AT YT el oh o0
3ifAard dier g Y dATeh-3+7 3rafd & Trer 3 B

During this period, you cannot redeem or exit from your investment.

=g AT & SRIeT 3119 31967 faer st Rk a1 farshrer 77 Tohd |

After three years, it behaves like a normal open-ended equity fund with full liquidity.
et a¥ S1¢ Ig T et dTol WY JH9-USS 3fFad) 3 T o F AT o |
Closed-ended fund

On the other hand, a closed-ended mutual fund works similar to an IPO for stocks.
a3, Felles-USs FYYIHel B3 AT & IPO T g I el &

It is launched through a New Fund Offer (NFO), which is usually announced via
advertisements or other avenues for a limited period only.

SU 7 B3 BT (NFO) & ATEIH ¥ dliedl f3ham STl g, TorerehT ewor arereaa: $fdd srafer &
o [t ar 3w AregAr & i e g

You can invest only during this offer period, just like applying for an IPO.

3T Fgel 5 AT 3G & SRIeT & AT T Tohd &, O 0 & IW IPO H 31T F &
Subsequently, the fund is closed for new investments from the AMC side.

% 16 AMC &1 3R & Ig 13 T fo3der & fov ag ax fGar Srar gl

Note, most apps or direct AMC websites offer open-ended SIPs mostly.

€1l & o 3TRIehTRr U0 A1 AMC 1 3q@TSE HEI: 3YA-USS SIPs €1 3uclstl el |

Direct vs. regular plans

STIYFE FATH Y[R Tellel

Now, let’'s understand the difference between “direct vs regular” plans.
379 SRS 3R WX TelTe o el T 37X HASTA B

Imagine buying the same product in two different ways: directly from the manufacturer or
through a local shopkeeper.

FoUT HITSTT 3 3T T 1 3cUTE; T &Y TeT9T-37el9T aehl ¥ TG, ¢ §—Ae frdlTar & ar i
TATA GHEER o AETH |

The product is exactly the same in both cases, but the price structure differs.

alett &1 Al 7 3cUTe; [Soshel TAI BIaT 8, ofehe Hed FITT el BT &

Similarly, in mutual funds, a direct plan means you invest directly with the Asset

Management Company (AMC), while a regular plan involves investing through an
Association of Mutual Funds in India-registered (AMFI) mutual fund distributors.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 5



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

S8l YehR FIGI B3 H SRRNFE Tellet 1 Y § 1 319 Ay vl Adsrie Fueh (AMC) & foraer
Y &, STafeh WX Caller 3 37T TAFATA 3T FIG el B3H 51 3T (AMFI) & Gl
TRt & aAreas ¥ Far A §

These brokers must have an ARN number to legally sell mutual funds.

el STl & IR Shiefel! §T & FYY3HT Hhs 971 o [T ARN Fa glell 12T g |

In regular plans, the intermediary earns a commission that is built into the fund’s expense
ratio, which is usually higher than direct plans.

WIeR Salle 3 ACAEY FHIIA e HIAT 8, S s o varada IRy 7 2nfder ghar ¢ 31k 7
HIATI: ST ToAleT Sh Joledl 7 3ok gl g |

This slightly reduces your overall returns compared with direct plans, wherein there is no
middle layer and therefore lower costs.

SEY STANFE ST T Tolell 3 ITRT el Reel AIST A &1 STl §, Fi1eh SRRFT Tollel H IS
HEITY 18T @i 3R 9T & el 2l

As aresult, a larger portion of your money remains invested and continues to grow.
IRUTHEIET, 379 T &7 937 oear [Fa i IaT & 3iR oR1aR sedr BT &l

Therefore, most self-managed SIP investors choose direct plans, which are generally
better for retail investors due to its lower expense ratio.

SATAT TR Fad forder Jaflia 3o arer SIP fraders sRRFE Sl Io1d! &, Sl i TFadd
YR & FROT AAT: e e & faw dgaw it €

IDCW option

m§Sfissey e

IDCW stands for Income Distribution cum Capital Withdrawal.
IDCW H?\U‘rm Income Distribution cum Capital Withdrawal &I

In April 2021, SEBI renamed the ‘Dividend Option’ in mutual funds to IDCW to better
describe how the payouts work.

3 2021 # SEBI & #H31el %3 & Dividend Option T #ATH deeeht IDCW & ferm drfeh
$TITCATST ST Fhf T SEX &IT J FAST ST Heh |

If you previously invested in a mutual fund under the Dividend Plan, you will now see IDCW
in your account statements instead.

e 39 9ger Dividend Plan & 37aeTd faaer fanar 4, aY 31« 3m9es @i & f3avor 7 39 seg
IDCW fe@rs ¢am|

IDCW payments may be made from the income earned by the mutual fund, such as
dividends received from stocks or capital gains from selling investments.

IDCW $[3TdITeT Y 3Tel ths SaRT JTToiel 3, SIF IR & et RBfass ar foyarer dwrer & wredt
YSTTeT oIer, O fordm ST FeheT B

That is, the payouts can come from the fund's profits or by returning a part of your invested
capital, thereby reducing the fund's Net Asset Value (NAV).

37T $[ITCTTeT WS & W8T & T 3TehT TR it 7 Teh feem ellerent feham ST Feetr &, e
S T AT TAT deg (NAV) FHH &1 STl 5

Put simply, IDCW is not extra income or a bonus, but a portion of your investment being
returned to you.

T TGl H, IDCW 1S 3TaRerd 3T a1 S8 187 &, Sfe 3madh fAaer &1 & ves frear 3maenr
oy fRar Srar g

Investors seeking long-term wealth creation should generally choose the Growth option.
St feraerh dreifas Ue-Jiet q6d &, 3o A=ad: Growth Option Je=ir =1fg T

Those who need regular payouts from their investments may consider the IDCW option.
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What new NPS withdrawal
rules mean for retirement

With new norms, the National Pension Scheme finally treats retirement money the way most

actually need it treated — accessible sans being reckless and flexible sans being chaotic

NEW TEMPLATE

Joydeep Sen

or years, the one
persistent com-
plaint about the
National Pension
System (NPS) was its rigidi-
ty at exit. You built a retire-
ment corpus over 20-30
years and at 60, the rule-
book decided you couldn’t
simply walk away with it. A
large chunk had to go into
an annuity. That has now
changed. Let us under-
stand what’s on the table.

What changed
In December 2025, PFRDA
substantially =~ amended
NPS exit/withdrawal
norms. The mandatory an-
nuity portion has come
down from 40% to 20% of
corpus viz subscribers can
withdraw up to 80% as
lump sum against 60% ear-
lier. For smaller corpus,
the rules are more gener-
ous. If accumulated NPS
wealth is up to 8 lakh, you
can withdraw the entire
amount as lump sum. For
¥8-12 lakh, you can take out
up to ¥6 lakh with the ba-
lance routed into struc-
tured withdrawal or annui-
ty. Above %12 lakh, the
80:20 split applies.
However, there’s a tax
issue here. Section 10(12A)
of the Income Tax Act ex-
empts only 60% of with-
drawn corpus. The addi-
tional 20% PFRDA permits
you to withdraw, gets
taxed at a slab rate unless
the tax law catches up with
the new pension norms.
So, the extra liquidity is
real, but plan for tax bill on

The mandatory annuity
portion has reduced
from 40% to 20% of
corpus viz subscribers
can withdraw up to
80% as lump sum
against 60% earlier

the incremental 20% rath-
er than assuming it's
tax-free

Retirement planning
The practical upshot is,
NPS now gives you more
control on the day you stop
earning salary. Earlier, a
large slice of money was
locked into an annuity that
paid a modest return, with
limited say in how it was
structured. Now, you can
keep much bigger share of
corpus working for you in
instruments and at a pace
you choose. That's particu-
larly useful if you already
have other income sources
at retirement or want to
deploy a chunk into so-
mething more efficient,
like paying off a loan.

The flip side is this free-
dom shifts the responsibili-
ty for managing market
and longevity risk back on-
to you. The new system
trusts you to manage a larg-
er pool of money sensibly
over a 20-25-year retire-
ment. It needs more care.

RIS, variants

This is where PFRDA’s
newer reform comes in -
the Retirement Income
Scheme or RIS. Until re-
cently, if you didn’t want to
take lump sum at once, the

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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The combination of a
higher lump sum limit,
slab-based withdrawal
for smaller corpus and
RIS as built-in drawdown
mechanism gives mass
investors real choice

main alternative was to
defer withdrawal and take
it out once a year which
wasn’t particularly useful
for someone who needs
monthly income to live on.
RIS addresses that gap.
It applies to the non-annui-
ty portion of corpus and
lets you draw it down gra-
dually instead of taking it
in one shot while the ba-
lance stays invested and
continues to earn market-
linked returns. Within RIS,
you choose between two
payout methods. One is
Systematic Lump Sum
Withdrawal or SLW, where
you withdraw a fixed
amount at a chosen fre-
quency - monthly, quarter-
ly, half-yearly or annually -
until age 75 (now 85 in
some cases). So it will run
until the corpus runs out.
The other is Systematic Un-
it Redemption or SUR
where you redeem a set
number of units at each in-
terval so the payout itself
varies with the prevailing
NAV. Either way money
stays within NPS, conti-
nues compounding and
pays on schedule you set.

MF SWP

RIS is structurally very
close to a Systematic With-
drawal Plan of mutual fund

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
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(MF). In both cases, you
leave money invested and
withdraw defined amount
periodically rather than re-
deeming all at once.

A MF SWP gives wider
choice of schemes and you
can switch funds/change
withdrawal amount with
no curbs on moving mo-
ney. RIS is more limited in
fund choice and governed
by PFRDA’s process and ti-
melines which means so-
mewhat less flexibility.

NPS has historically run
at a fraction of the cost MFs
charge so the expense drag
on retirement corpus is
lower under RIS. MF SWP
withdrawals are taxed as
capital gains while RIS
withdrawals sit within NPS
tax framework where 60%
is exempt and rest is taxed.

Neither is really better.
If cost efficiency and stay-
ing in a regulated pension
structure matter more, RIS
fits. For wider choice of un-
derlying funds and ability
to move quickly between
them, MF SWPs give that.

For the average sub-
scriber, NPS treats retire-
ment money the way most
actually need it treated -
accessible sans being reck-
less and flexible sans being
chaotic. The combination
of higher lump sum limit,
slab-based withdrawal for
smaller corpus and RISasa
built-in drawdown me-
chanism gives mass inves-
tors real choices at 60. The
main thing to observe is
discipline: more access to
money is useful if you
don’t withdraw faster than
retirement actually needs.

(Joydeep Sen is a corpo-
rate trainer (financial mar-
kets) and author)
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06J7. What new NPS withdrawal rules mean for retirement

Farfagia & faw NPs Tt F av st s ard

With new norms, the National Pension Scheme finally treats retirement money the way
most actually need it — accessible sans being reckless and flexible sans being
chaotic.

e f#l & |y, TSR Soret Jorelt (NPS) 379 darfagiar it =iy & arer 31 @ s9asr Fet
¢ St rftremTer AT Y arede F TIfRT — faaT ATaRETdY & gerst AR e sregawyr & a<hel

For years, the one persistent complaint about the National Pension System (NPS) was its
rigidity at exit.

T Ao IS YT YTl (NPS) BT ofoh] TEY eRITAR TR ST AT (Tsie) & T@ g
T FHORAT |

You built a retirement corpus over 20-30 years and at 60, the rulebook decided you couldn’t
simply walk away with it.

39 20-30 &t & Yarfaghd HIT IR fRar 3R 60 a¥ I I W FATAT & 3TER 319 38 g0
TRE 379 1Y 7L of I Fehd U |

A large chunk had to go into an annuity.

3HET Ueh 93T @& aI¥hY (Annuity) 3 o= 3ifaart |

That has nhow changed.

S g 96 AT B

What changed

T Sl

In December 2025, PFRDA substantially amended NPS exit/withdrawal norms.

f@aX 2025 7 PFRDA & NPS fasmrl/efdse s 7 Agcaypt weitus fFu

The mandatory annuity portion has come down from 40% to 20% of corpus viz subscribers
can withdraw up to 80% as lump sum against 60% eatrlier.

3ifaard e (Annuity) ST REAT HIT & 40% F TETHT 20% FT AT 31T &, 37ATA 319 TeeT

TES & 60% o TUTeT I 80% cTeh TR TR Totehlel Tehel ¢ |
For smaller corpus, the rules are more generous.
BIE PV F T 78 318 3R s=v av &

If accumulated NPS wealth is up to ¥8 lakh, you can withdraw the entire amount as lump
sum.

I @R NPS ey 28 @ e &, ar 39 O TRy waragedt fvenrer @t €1

For ¥8-12 lakh, you can take out up to ¥6 lakh with the balance routed into structured
withdrawal or annuity.

e I T8-12 oI &F I &, A 31T T6 1 b foiehTel Tahd & 3R AW T oy wfra Ay

T AT (Annuity) 3 I@T ST

Above ¥12 lakh, the 80:20 split applies.

12 A @ TR o 1Y W 80:20 T 3G 1] glar |

However, there’s a tax issue here.

gTellieh, gl T (Tax) ¥ SIsT T HeeT ¢

Section 10(12A) of the Income Tax Act exempts only 60% of withdrawn corpus.
3R JfATATH T 4R 10(12A) Fharel el 378 TR & 60% I HT-FF Ll 81

The additional 20% PFRDA permits you to withdraw, gets taxed at a slab rate unless the tax
law catches up with the new pension norms.

PFRDA EaRT fotehraft bt 3ieffet few 31w 3fiRered 200 TX TIEhT I T o 3R T
SN, ST T foh X RlefeT AT URTT fATAT o 3e7&T TN 76T 87 S|

So, the extra liquidity is real, but plan for tax bill on the incremental 20% rather than assuming
it's tax-free.
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safau AfdfRed aXerdr aredfas &, aifdhet Afaferd 20% TR 9T T ST Fr AT /a2y
FAT 3R 5 FY-FHeFd Alelel T 3T o |

Retirement planning

Qarfaghar Arsren

The practical upshot is, NPS now gives you more control on the day you stop earning salary.
SR ¥ & 3T NPS 319ehT 39 f&eT 318 i30T &ar § 319 3nmuehT fafaa ade 3m
HATCT gl STl 7

Earlier, a large slice of money was locked into an annuity that paid a modest return, with
limited say in how it was structured.

Tgol 9T ST 93T fgear iy (Annuity) & § g SITaT 2T, St @A Ifate ¢t oY 31T 3T e
Wmagawﬁwmm

Now, you can keep much bigger share of corpus working for you in instruments and at a pace
you choose.

379 3719 3791 IV T T3T REAT 391 THe; o fAder areret iR 379el sTomaRr afd @ fHafd
@RI &l

That’s particularly useful if you already have other income sources at retirement or want to
deploy a chunk into something more efficient, like paying off a loan.

IE 4T ®9 @ T 3TN § ST« YTl o ALY ek UIH 37 317 A 81 AT 31T & T
T TR TRl 3T TaTTell 3eg e, S HoT T, H ST 16 8|

The flip side is this freedom shifts the responsibility for managing market and longevity risk
back onto you.

@Y 3R, g T AR A 3R ey AT o garerer 1 foreery O & 3mash 30
GEEGIEY

The new system trusts you to manage a larger pool of money sensibly over a 20-25-year
retirement.

S SYIEUT I AL & Toh 3T 20-25 T8 T JATTAGT AT H T3 IV T FASGRT F Teei=l
F|

It needs more care.

3o forw 31Tt Araursit $r 3maegesar gef|

RIS, variants

RIS 3 30& YR

This is where PFRDA’s newer reform comes in - the Retirement Income Scheme (RIS).
TEI 9 PFRDA T 7781 FUR RERRAT g7 T (RIS) AIHA AT |

Until recently, if you didn’t want to take lump sum at once, the main alternative was to defer
withdrawal and take it out once a year which wasn'’t particularly useful for someone who
needs monthly income to live on.

gTeT e Afe; 3T G TR Ueh WY g1 ehrefalr =gd &, o 7E faehed fovenred st T3 fare sndar
3R IV F v IR TR TAHTeIAT 2T, ST ATTES 37T T ITLTRdT Tl STTFd o Tl 3T 3Tl
Ter Tl

RIS addresses that gap.

RIS 38 T 1 g AT S|

It applies to the non-annuity portion of corpus and lets you draw it down gradually instead of
taking it in one shot while the balance stays invested and continues to earn market-linked
returns.

Ig IV & I-FIEHY (Non-Annuity) TBER T o] glar & 3R 3ot ol Tf vk SR 7 Fehrere
& Ty -4 ehrerat T giaem 2ar &, STafeh Qv qfer fAafera et & 3K arem-smafa
afawer 31TSid il @ &
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e Within RIS, you choose between two payout methods.
RIS & 3iciaTeT 3119 & 8J3TclTel ehoul 7 & Ueh ohT TGl T Hehcl & |

e Oneis Systematic Lump Sum Withdrawal (SLW), where you withdraw a fixed amount at a
chosen frequency - monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually - until age 75 (now 85 in some
cases).

uger fashed e v w7 Ragier (SLW) §, TS 39 3rael owig 3 3rTar Mfde,
S, rdanfis a1 arfffes 3icRrer o) ven fAfRad i fovererd & 3R 98 cgaear 75 a¥ (Fo
AT 7 319 85 ) ek Tl Fehel! B

e So it will run until the corpus runs out.
g T T SR QT ST deh 1Y FHICT 8T &1 S|

e The other is Systematic Unit Redemption (SUR) where you redeem a set number of units at
each interval so the payout itself varies with the prevailing NAV.

@ fashey feeafes gfae ReFoere (SUR) B, To1est gcdieh 3iairer o [ e aean # gieie
HATS ST &, SATAIT T 1 T 37 FHAT & NAV & AR Fcielcll el ¢

e Either way money stays within NPS, continues compounding and pays on schedule you set.
alet 1 Feufaat & et NPS & $lIcR &= @ &, Teshdefe Jafe SIRY 6l & 3IR $J9TclieT 31aeh
IR #riswa & 3Tar gar g

e The mandatory annuity portion has reduced from 40% to 20% of corpus viz subscribers can
withdraw up to 80% as lump sum against 60% earlier.

3ifarard ¥ (Annuity) ST REAT DI & 40% & TeahT 20% &F 3T §, AT 379 T& T I8l b
60% ST 80% ek MRV Teha]ReT fetehrel Hehdl &

e The combination of a higher lump sum limit, slab-based withdrawal for smaller corpus and
RIS as built-in drawdown mechanism gives mass investors real choice.

310 vaaRa el €, B FIV & foT Fela-3maia e, aur safifed e
SIGTAT & T H RIS T TAVSTT HTH 2! T arEad # 3170 fameT v axar &

RIS, variants

IRATETH (RIS), SHF YFR

e This is where PFRDA’s newer reform comes in - the Retirement Income Scheme (RIS).
TET I NUHIARENT (PFRDA) o 7T FER AHeA T § - Rerawdie gasa T (RIS)|

e Until recently, if you didn’t want to take lump sum at once, the main alternative was to defer
withdrawal and take it out once a year which wasn’t particularly useful for someone who
needs monthly income to live on.

gTeT ofeh, Afe; T TehaTRe TMRY Teh SR H €T foehrelall =g &, ol H& faehod Ty &l eTefelr
3R aY & Ue IR U= [RRTeleT AT, S 37 fFd F v Ay &7 & 3uef 787 ot 5y

ST & T & FAL 3T Y IMIIhT gl ¢
e RIS addresses that gap.
RIS 58 & &I gT AT B |

e It applies to the non-annuity portion of corpus and lets you draw it down gradually instead of
taking it in one shot while the balance stays invested and continues to earn market-linked
returns.

g HIIH & I (non-annuity) T 9 1] BT & 3R 3maept g P va T2y ot &
oI €R-ER TehTorel T 31eTAT ST ©, STafeh AW MRy f3afRie Tech & 3R a1erR & Sp1 wicrwer
(market-linked returns) 31foTd Y WA gl

e Within RIS, you choose between two payout methods.

RIS & 3iciaTel, 319 & 3397dTeT (payout) fashedT & & Teh &l T3t 9d §

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

One is Systematic Lump Sum Withdrawal (SLW) where you withdraw a fixed amount at a
chosen frequency - monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually - until age 75 (now 85 in some
cases).

ol & REAR o T w1 Ragier (SLW), St 3T 317eft Tt 68 srafer—nfies, Yanfa,
37efaTfen 7 aTi¥eh—w) U fAREa TR 75 9% Y Y (319 F& ARG 7 85 T¥) T fAehlerd B
So it will run until the corpus runs out.

3T YR g F ek TeldT T8I ST& cIoh PIIH HATC T &Y STl

The other is Systematic Unit Redemption (SUR) where you redeem a set number of units at
each interval so the payout itself varies with the prevailing NAV.

oI Taehen REeARe® afee R3wF=eT (SUR) B, e 31T 9edieh 3iaiiel X faifea aear 7
gfeie REA 7 §, SATCT I 6 TR 38 ToHAT & NAV & 3TaR serelchl Eell 61

Either way money stays within NPS, continues compounding and pays on schedule you set.

arat g1 Feafaat & et NPS & iR &1 T &, Tehqefer (compounding) ST g & 31X 31maeh
CART o7 fhT 91T A & HTHR AT FAT S |

MF SWP

THUG THSseqdl (MF SWP)

RIS is structurally very close to a Systematic Withdrawal Plan (SWP) of mutual fund (MF).
TATcHS § H RIS, FIG3er B8 (MF) I Reedifes Regier voret (SWP) & sgd e g

In both cases, you leave money invested and withdraw a defined amount periodically rather
than redeeming all at once.

el & FTHC H, T T Y TARIT o) & & 3R QU TR T A2y fAehrerat & ST 9H7-
AT X T fAfRaa ufer femrerd €1

A MF SWP gives a wider choice of schemes and you can switch funds/change withdrawal
amount with no curbs on moving money.

MF SWP 3TT9eh! JSTaT31T T caT9eh fdehod ST & 3R 31T &7 & TATATAROT IR fordT gfaeer &
ST %2 Sg el Tohdt & AT TR A & IRadT = Tohd 8 |

RIS is more limited in fund choice and governed by PFRDA’s process and timelines which
means somewhat less flexibility.

RIS # ths & fased MAT & 3R Ig PFRDA &Y ufsharr vd a#a-diaT & 317aR Fenford giar g,
TSrErehT 379 § o6 50 Fo A orliele ¢

NPS has historically run at a fraction of the cost MFs charge so the expense drag on
retirement corpus is lower under RIS.

eI &7 & NPS, Fqg3ra 8t (MFs) I ToielT 3 Igd Tl AT 0 Fe1ford aid ¢, $afoT
RIS & 33 AaTiAg el IdH 9 T 1 15T A Gl o

MF SWP withdrawals are taxed as capital gains while RIS withdrawals sit within NPS tax
framework where 60% is exempt and rest is taxed.

MF SWP ¥ ffelT oX qafiara et (capital gains) & &9 3 &Y ofeTdll §, STt RIS & ferer
NPS & & &Tel o 3TcieTe] 31Tl &, ST8T 60% ITRT haerel gell & 3R AT o T ofarelm B

Neither is really better.

SoTH @ IS o aed # g § 6 o181 ¢

If cost efficiency and staying in a regulated pension structure matter more, RIS fits.

I AT &7 (cost efficiency) 3R fAfeafAe derer saaear 7 ae o 31fte Ageaqui §, o
RIS 3G &

For wider choice of underlying funds and ability to move quickly between them, MF SWPs
give that.

gfe 37afeiigd el & A9 Tdahed 3T 3 I 2er sgeng i &7@ar T1feT, ar MF SWP IJg
GIERIEHCERGES
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e For the average subscriber, NPS treats retirement money the way most actually need it
treated - accessible sans being reckless and flexible sans being chaotic.

3ted ages & forw NPS fanfaigfer & ey ot 3¢ gehr danford & &, S srfRienier o
Y AR H ATET—IAT ATIRATET o ForsT 3R Tt 3rezraear & ordiel|

e The combination of higher lump sum limit, slab-based withdrawal for smaller corpus and RIS
as a built-in drawdown mechanism gives mass investors real choices at 60.

3T UEHHRd foahrly T, DI 1T & T Fola-3meia el 3R RIS &Y 3t siersar
STEAT & FI H A FIA T TSI 3T AT Y 60 T T 31 A aefash fAshed el

FATel

e The main thing to observe is discipline: more access to money is useful if you don't withdraw

faster than retirement actually needs.
HH FgeaqUT a1t R (discipline) ¥: &l deh 30 ug el 3wl & Sfa 31 3
arEc e QaTferg il ARt & Tt Tl & e T folehrdll o Y|

Explained: can the ED attach a firm’s

assets after it enters insolvency?

The legal question before the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was whether the protection available under the Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code (IBC) moratorium extends to assets that are simultaneously subject of proceedings under Prevention of Money Laundering Act

NEWS ANALYSIS

Rizmi Lia M.

he story so far:
T The National Com-

pany Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT) has
held that the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) moratorium cannot
shield assets alleged to be
“proceeds of crime” from
attachment under Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA).

The ruling came in a
case concerning Siddhi Vi-
nayak Logistics Ltd., where
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) had attached as-
sets despite the company
entering insolvency pro-
ceedings. “Parliament did
not legislate IBC with an in-
tent to create a holy Gang-
es out of the IBC to wash
the corporate debtor of its
sin of criminality under the
PMLA”, the Principal
bench ofthe NCLAT ob-
served on June 30.

‘What is the issue?
The case arose from pro-
ceedings against Siddhi Vi-
nayak Logistics Ltd.,
whose promoters were ac-
cused of bank fraud, for-
gery, criminal conspiracy
and diversion of loan funds
exceeding 1,600 crore.
The ED initiated pro-
ceedings under the PMLA
and provisionally attached
the company’s assets in
2017. A few months later,
the company entered the

Bankruptcy
Law

Corporate insolvency reso-
lution process (CIRP), trig-
gering moratorium under
section 14 of the IBC.

The moratorium in
terms of IBC is described
as a period wherein no jud-
icial proceedings for recov-
ery, enforcement of securi-
ty interest, sale or transfer
of assets, or termination of
essential contracts can be
instituted or continued
against the Corporate Deb-
tor. The main purpose of
declaring the moratorium
is to keep the Corporate
Debtor’s assets intact dur-
ing the CIRP, which other-
wise may be attached by
any competent court of
law during the pendency
of proceedings against the
Corporate Debtor.

During the moratorium,
the ED withdrew %2.29
crore from one of the com-

Clear ruling: The dispute lies at the intersection of two laws with different objectives. THEHINDU

ee

The tribunal held IBC
was enacted to
maximise value for
creditors viasale of a
firm’s legitimate assets
and not to legitimise
wealth allegedly derived
from criminal activity

pany’s bank accounts. In
2019, while liquidation
proceedings were under
way and provisionally at-
tached more than 6,000
vehicles belonging to the
firm. The liquidator chal-
lenged these actions be-
fore the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), argu-
ing that they violated the
IBC moratorium by reduc-
ing the assets available for
creditors. After the NCLT

rejected the plea, the mat-
ter reached the Appellate
tribunal, NCLAT.

IBC, PMLA conflict?

The dispute lies at the in-
tersection of two laws with
different objectives.

The IBC seeks to resolve
corporate insolvency by
preserving a firm’s assets
and ensuring the creditors
recover dues in an orderly
manner. To facilitate this,
Section 14 imposes a mora-
torium that generally bars
proceedings and recovery
actions against the corpo-
rate debtor once insolven-
cy proceedings begin.

The PMLA, on the other
hand, empowers the En-
forcement Directorate to
identify, attach and even-
tually confiscate the assets
alleged to be the “proceeds
of crime”.

The legal question be-
fore the tribunal was
whether the protection
available under the IBC
moratorium extends to as-
sets that are simultaneous-
ly the subject of proceed-
ings under the PMLA.

Ruling, importance

The tribunal described the
dispute as one between the
IBC and the PMLA rather
than between the liquida-
tor and the ED, holding
that the two statutes oper-
ate in distinct fields.

It held that the IBC was
enacted to maximise value
for creditors through the
sale of a company’s legiti-
mate assets and was not in-
tended to legitimise wealth
allegedly derived from cri-
minal activity.

The moratorium under
Section 14, therefore, pro-

tects only legitimately ac-
quired assets and does not
extend to assets alleged to
be proceeds of crime un-
der the PMLA.

The tribunal observed
that while creditors rou-
tinely accept reduced re-
coveries during insolvency
proceedings, the national
interest underlying the
PMLA cannot be compro-
mised. It remarked Parlia-
ment did not enact the IBC
to create a “holy Ganges”
capable of washing away a
corporate debtor’s alleged
criminality or legitimising
“ill-gotten wealth”.

The tribunal held that
insolvency tribunals can-
not examine the validity of
attachment orders passed
under the PMLA.

Relying on the Supreme
Court’s decision in Embas-
sy Property Developments
Pvt. Ltd. v. State of Karna-
taka, it held that any chal-
lenge to such actions must
be pursued through the ad-
judicatory mechanism es-
tablished under the PMLA.

Approach special courts
1t also referred to a 2025
circular issued by the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy
Board of India advising in-
solvency professionals to
approach the Special Court
under the PMLA for restitu-
tion of attached assets.

The judgment clarifies
that insolvency proceed-
ings cannot be used to pre-
vent the ED from attaching
or retaining assets alleged
to be proceeds of crime.

06J7. Explained: can the ED attach a firm’s assets after it enters insolvency?

SATEAT: F7 R FUe & fRarfoarass ufnar & yder s & 91 ot ED 39 ufrar
F FT THAT 82
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The legal question before the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was
whether the protection available under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
moratorium extends to assets that are simultaneously subject of proceedings under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

T et fafer srdelir smanfaraor (NCLAT) & #eT iefsl 99T I o fo o faren v
QYereT 378THAT WRET (IBC) & 37Tl o] AR 7 T&TT 37 W ferat e ot faearRa g
g, S Uah A1y gt et fAaror AfQfaws (PMLA) & dgd sriarer &t faw §1

The story so far:

319 d Y FgEl:

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has held that the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) moratorium cannot shield assets alleged to be “proceeds of
crime” from attachment under Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

TS 9=t RAfer arfielr =arenfsor (NCLAT) o oher & T Rarerr wa aiteret sravsrar afear
(IBC) & 3icTeTel ore] ARTARS “3rarer @ TSt 31T (proceeds of crime)” AT 1S HUfadt
1 et eivereT foraror HfAfas (PMLA) & dgd e e S & €T s Feho |

The ruling came in a case concerning Siddhi Vinayak Logistics Ltd., where the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) had attached assets despite the company entering
insolvency proceedings.

Wﬁﬁwmﬁmaﬁmmﬁaﬁmﬁm, ST6T Yade faeemed (ED) o
et o feanferaTaeT TfshaT 7 o s¥el o dTas]e 3HehT Ul dheh e off AT
“Parliament did not legislate IBC with an intent to create a holy Ganges out of the IBC to wash

the corporate debtor of its sin of criminality under the PMLA”, the Principal Bench of the
NCLAT observed on June 30.

NCLAT &l Je17el dia o 30 SfeT i feoqolt &1, “8@de o IBC 38 36T A w1g1 =11 foh Ig Teh
A= 3197 &7 ST, ST PMLA & g hRURE SoAGR & TR el & qTai & e &1

What is the issue?
G FAE?

The case arose from proceedings against Siddhi Vinayak Logistics Ltd., whose promoters
were accused of bank fraud, forgery, criminal conspiracy and diversion of loan funds
exceeding ¥1,600 crore.

I e gl e affafeera fafaes & favey FriarRT & 3c9- g37, e ga e |
d arETer, STerwTSt!, ITIATAF AT TUT 1,600 FAT A 3T o KT €T & GEIANT T
3R 7|

The ED initiated proceedings under the PMLA and provisionally attached the company’s
assets in 2017.

ED @ PMLA & dgd HRITE! Y& T AR 2017 & el sl G2l hr AR & § b A
foram|

A few months later, the company entered the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP), triggering a moratorium under Section 14 of the IBC.

O AL S =T HRUNE frarelr FATUTT THFAT (CIRP) & yaer a3 1S, fSad IBC T 4RT 14
o 3cTaTeT ARTEIRIH o] &1 91T
The moratorium in terms of IBC is described as a period wherein no judicial proceedings for

recovery, enforcement of security interest, sale or transfer of assets, or termination of
essential contracts can be instituted or continued against the Corporate Debtor.
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IBC & el AR g 3rafer giclt 8, Toras awgelt, gt Ra & wadsr, wafot $r fahr
FEATAOT, 37T HTERAF HaT T FHTCT § Hel Tl IS AT Ih HIIATET HRURE SeTaR &
Taer IIeT a1 STRY 781 T ST Fehell|

The main purpose of declaring the moratorium is to keep the Corporate Debtor’s assets

intact during the CIRP, which otherwise may be attached by any competent court of law
during the pendency of proceedings against the Corporate Debtor.

ARTAREH BT e T HET 3622 CIRP & SR HRURE &1gR hr waferdt 1 geiard =
g, TR 31T ol TeTH ATTely EaRT oifeic HRIATE! & ERTel 3o Feh of feha ST Teh |

During the moratorium, the ED withdrew ¥2.29 crore from one of the company’s bank
accounts.

ARTEIRTH & ER1A ED o Shusil & Uah dh Wi § ¥2.29 w3 AT forw|

In 2019, while liquidation proceedings were under way, it provisionally attached more than
6,000 vehicles belonging to the firm.

2019 &, ST IREATYT (Liquidation) ST el T oY, I 38 &Y= & 6,000 & IAF argait
Y AT §T F Fheh Y forT|

The liquidator challenged these actions before the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), arguing that they violated the IBC moratorium by reducing the assets available for
creditors.

fafFasex o 57 Friarsal w1 asdir Fueh fafy Farf@sor (NCLT) # el & ik o fear fn
38d IBC %mwmgmmmma:mmmmmé
After the NCLT rejected the plea, the matter reached the Appellate Tribunal, NCLAT.

NCLT g@RT arfarsht @I fohT ST o ST AFT 3ol wAmTashior NCLAT FgT|

IBC, PMLA conflict?
IBC 3iX PMLA & dfier ea@?

The dispute lies at the intersection of two laws with different objectives.
Ig TaATE &T 37eT9T- 3191 366 2T ATl Hlefell & A & Tahdid o HaTad g

The IBC seeks to resolve corporate insolvency by preserving a firm’s assets and ensuring
the creditors recover dues in an orderly manner.

IBC T 3883 hueil 1 Fuferat ol TR T@d §U HRURE feamferardet 1 Fameiiet il AR
AACRY I TATEAT &IT A 3oTehT ShTAT ST B

To facilitate this, Section 14 imposes a moratorium that generally bars proceedings and
recovery actions against the corporate debtor once insolvency proceedings begin.

3O GiATRE el o flT &RT 14 & AT ARTENIH 9] I 8, i feanforardst wfshar & gt o
S1E AT : HRURE SAGR o faeety HRIAET 3R agel I FHLars T A 9T 81

The PMLA, on the other hand, empowers the Enforcement Directorate to identify, attach
and eventually confiscate the assets alleged to be the “proceeds of crime”.

&l 3R, PMLA YadeT faemmerdr (ED) ol 3o7 HATT hi Ggelel e, 3¢ eh bt IR 3eAel:
e et T ITAFR a1 8, FSiee “IraRIer ¥ 31foia 31 (proceeds of crime)” AAT AT &

The legal question before the tribunal

AT & HHET Hlelall TR

The legal question before the tribunal was whether the protection available under the IBC
moratorium extends to assets that are simultaneously the subject of proceedings under the
PMLA.

SATATTRIAIVT & HHET hlelell TR Ig AT o 4T IBC ARTANTA & gl 3UcTsts FETUT 3o
Hufarat ae off TIeaRda 81aT 8, 3 Teh A1 PMLA & 37aeTd shrdargY &1 fawr 1
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Ruling, importance

forohyr ik Agew

The tribunal described the dispute as one between the IBC and the PMLA rather than
between the liquidator and the ED, holding that the two statutes operate in distinct fields.

FATaTfaetuT o 39 faare i fafFagex 31X ED & & &7 =gt afes IBC 31k PMLA & & &1
Torame; s 3] &gt o QXal hlofet 3reTaT-31erer &3 7 1 Yl B |

It held that the IBC was enacted to maximise value for creditors through the sale of a
company’s legitimate assets and was not intended to legitimise wealth allegedly derived
from criminal activity.

AT ¥ gl o IBC T 3652 FHUsiT T der Fafera I fashr & Ares & AeieRi & fow
iftrerd Hoa giafRad e B, & o smanfas afafaftat @ #Ra w0 @ aifora qufa = de

FelTeT|

The moratorium under Section 14, therefore, protects only legitimately acquired assets
and does not extend to assets alleged to be proceeds of crime under the PMLA.

AT RT 14 3 37cfTd A1) ARTERE Shael & w7 & i gufert &1 &7 X g 3k
PMLA & dgel 3raRrer & 31fSia 3mr (proceeds of crime) A a7 Huferail ux @19] w181 gl

The tribunal observed that while creditors routinely accept reduced recoveries during
insolvency proceedings, the national interest underlying the PMLA cannot be
compromised.

SATAITRIAIOT o et foh Tea Ty feanforarder FrREmY & SR1eT ATaR 3eFER e T TR Hid
g, Aifehet PMLA & 0 g sy e & wasiian =16 fovar S b

It remarked Parliament did not enact the IBC to create a “holy Ganges” capable of washing
away a corporate debtor’s alleged criminality or legitimising “ill-gotten wealth”.

FIATATTHIOT o feoaoly Y foF T8 o IBC &t ¥ “gfa= aam” a1t & foIT 518} a2, S dIRARe
&G & A ORI el Sl Gl & AT HAY T F HFored WY I I F=7 &

The tribunal held that insolvency tribunals cannot examine the validity of attachment
orders passed under the PMLA.

FITATTOT o gl b fearferamaer =gt PMLA %aﬁwﬁagﬁﬁfaﬁaﬁ@r%m@r
ST AGT X Hehdl |
Relying on the Supreme Court’s decision in Embassy Property Developments Pvt. Ltd. v.

State of Karnataka, it held that any challenge to such actions must be pursued through the
adjudicatory mechanism established under the PMLA.

Hafea =9 & Embassy Property Developments Pvt. Ltd. v. State of Karnataka #T#er
%meaﬂﬁg@mw@wwﬁwﬁ:mmaﬁgﬁ?ﬁm PMLA & dgd
T faofre 97 (adjudicatory mechanism) & AT & & &1 ST Hehd! &

Approach special courts

Y STl FT 5@ X

It also referred to a 2025 circular issued by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
advising insolvency professionals to approach the Special Court under the PMLA for
restitution of attached assets.

FITATTRIOT & farelT U eiereT 378TAAT a1S (IBBI) SaRT STKT 2025 & IRua &7 ¢ Seer@ foham,
Torea Rearferamaer detaRt &1 e Fuferat 1 arod & faw PMLA & 3iceTd farehy =amarers &1 3@
e T Fellg & 715 AT

The judgment clarifies that insolvency proceedings cannot be used to prevent the ED from
attaching or retaining assets alleged to be proceeds of crime.
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o 37 AUy & Tuse fFar o feaforamasr FIIamw 1 399 ED i 3rawrer & 31fSid 3 (proceeds
of crime) H=AT 31 FYTTAT T Feh A AT HIA ool H TWA  Aehed & TIT LT ToHT ST HeoeT |
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06J7 | Japan space probe performs flyby of near-Earth asteroid

ST & 3ARET AT o gedt & T Rud ajeae 1 Fardary fHa

The Webb telescope’s image of the
FS Tau star system. FS Tau A, a
pair of protostars, is slightly to the
left of centre and weighs around half
as much as the sun. FS Tau B, the

The orange protostar slightly to the
right, is thought responsible for the
red (molecular hydrogen) and
orange (polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons) outflows amid the
dusty region. The blue ridges are
light scattered by dust.

The Wel cope’s image of the FS Tau star system. FS Tau A, a pair of protostars, is slightly to the left of centre and weighs around half as much as the sun. FS Tau B, the
orange protostar slightly to the right, is thought responsible for the red (molecular hydrogen) and orange (polycyclic aromatic tl d
The blue ridges are light scattered by dust. NAsA

y regi
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ISRO conducts test
of key component for
Gaganyaan mission

The solid motor-based platform SOLVE will be used for parachute tests

of the crew module; it has been derived from the PSLV strap-on motor

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Indian Space
T Research Organisa-

tion (ISRO) has suc-
cessfully carried out the
first ground test of the solid
motor-based Sub-Orbital
Launch Vehicle for Experi-
ments (SOLVE) at its Static
Test Facility at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The SOLVE solid motor
is a key component for
conducting Gaganyaan test
missions and the first
ground test was carried
out on July 3.

The ISRO is developing a
solid motor-based SOLVE
as a test platform to carry
out Integrated Parachute
Tests for validation of de-
celeration system of Gaga-
nyaan’s crew module un-
der various test conditions.

During these test mis-
sions, the crew module
will be carried to an alti-
tude of 10 km to 17 km and
separated from the vehicle.

A series of 10 para-
chutes will be deployed to
reduce the velocity of the
crew module before
splashdown in the sea.

The ground test of the SOLVE solid motor being conducted at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The solid stage of SOLVE
is derived from the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) Strap-on Motor
with a few modifications to
meet the Gaganyaan test
requirements, including
development of slow burn
rate  propellant  and
straight nozzle with secon-
dary injection thrust vec-
tor control.

The ISRO said that dur-
ing the test motor perfor-
mance parameters were as
expected. “The develop-
ment of the SOLVE vehicle
provides flexibility in con-
ducting Gaganyaan test
missions simulating va-

rious conditions in the ac-
tual mission,” the space
agency said.

Over the past few
months, the ISRO has car-
ried out key tests related to
the Gaganyaan mission,
which include the second
Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-02) and a behaviou-
ral study Mission MITRA
(Mapping of Interoperable
Traits and Response As-
sessment) in Leh, during
which the four Indian as-
tronauts selected for the
mission along with scien-
tists, engineers and medi-
cal teams were subjected
to a week-long study.

06J7. ISRO conducts test
of key component for
Gaganyaan mission

S o IRTAATST AUAT &
YHE " T qaTor R

e The solid motor-based
platform SOLVE will be used
for parachute tests of the crew
module; it has been derived
from the PSLV strap-on motor

B AT e Taehie
SOLVE &1 394WT F AT &
e wdaror & fore R see,
U PSLV T¢U-3iTe AT A

R fraa §

e TheIndian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
has successfully carried out the
first ground test of the solid
motor-based Sub-Orbital
Launch Vehicle for
Experiments (SOLVE) at its
Static Test Facility at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

(ISRO) =¥ sfigReter Ry adier
traeT Iafat Fg T w3 fas wletor
gy A 314 Ale meTRd |e-
ifdea AT Frwe BRI
TFEIRATH (SOLVE) T Igell
STHIET TETOT HheldTqdeh fonar &

e The SOLVE solid motor
is a key component for
conducting Gaganyaan test
missions and the first ground
test was carried out on July 3.

SOLVE 31 AYeT 141l

TdaTor fareret &1 Fenfor aat & fv vk yogw gee § 3R saent ggelm STl 9dieTor 3 Sers
TR I |

e The ISRO is developing a solid motor-based SOLVE as a test platform to carry out
Integrated Parachute Tests for validation of deceleration system of Gaganyaan’s crew
module under various test conditions.

eI faffiest odiaror aRTFEATAAT 3 Tareraet & & Aol T 7fer Fo FTet AT YOIl & HeATIoT
o forT vehrgre tRmere ieTolt sl FTiold it g SIF HeX TR SOLVE &I Teh Tiafor
TITHIH & T H [AHRad H @I e

e During these test missions, the crew module will be carried to an altitude of 10 km to 17 km

and separated from the vehicle.
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o GliaToT TARrET & RIeT % Afgqer 1 10 frelt & 17 Rl iy Sam$ des o S sirwen 3R arger

J 37e79T fomam ST

e A series of 10 parachutes will be deployed to reduce the velocity of the crew module before
splashdown in the sea.

TG H TSI & Tgel 5 AT T ITTct hT ha it & ToIT 10 AIMIET T Teh HGoll AT hr

SITaafT|

e The solid stage of SOLVE is derived from the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Strap-
on Motor with a few modifications to meet the Gaganyaan test requirements, including
development of slow burn rate propellant and straight nozzle with secondary injection
thrust vector control.

SOLVE T 31¥ =T 9le #TABE dAled Sgiavel (PSLV) FEU-3iTeT 1T & o Heeraii o |y
TR &e foham ara §, cifeh IaTeTaTel GeToT 3TaRIehaT3it sl OXT FohaT T &eh, Torae efi#lt gget X
arel Yogeh 3R AHF SHAFUT YT AFT Shelel & 1T WY AsTol FI faehr nfae g

e The ISRO said that during the test motor performance parameters were as expected.
SERY & g foh TRIGTOT & ERTeT HIeT o Te e Hieleh 3I&T & 3769 |

e “The development of the SOLVE vehicle provides flexibility in conducting Gaganyaan test
missions simulating various conditions in the actual mission,” the space agency said.

3TARET ToTHY o T, “SOLVE aTget b fashid arecifaeh et i fafdiesr aRTeufaa s sregensor
Wg@wﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬁrﬁﬂmﬁmmm%r’

e Over the past few months, the ISRO has carried out key tests related to the Gaganyaan
mission, which include the second Integrated Air Drop Test (IADT-02) and a behavioural
study Mission MITRA (Mapping of Interoperable Traits and Response Assessment) in

Leh.

o To A F S A TAT et & Hefrd Hgeaqor wleTor e, fSee qa séees
T 3T FE (IADT-02) 3R og F STagR eI+ fARE MITRA (AT 31w gesimiae 2eq
U3 Rl 3rdwaHe) enfie g

Synthetic cell: machine that could

pcsiisaT

esearchers from the University
Rof Minnesota have developed a

synthetic cell that can grow and
divide. The team ‘started’ the cell as a
liposome, a small bubble made of fats.
Inside was a protein-making system
called PURE, which contained all the
necessary ‘machinery’ for the cell to turn
DNA into proteins. The DNA consisted of
90,000 base pairs.

The synthetic cells ate by fusing with
smaller feeder liposomes. The cell’'s DNA
instructed it to produce a protein called
alpha-hemolysin that becomes like a
hook on the cell’s surface. The hook
grabbed the feeder bubbles and pulled
them in, providing the lipids and
nutrients the cell needs to expand.

As the cell grew, it used an enzyme
called Phi29 to copy its entire genome,
then it divided into daughter cells. While
the researchers first used mechanical
force to split the cells, they eventually
engineered a biological way to do it. By
making proteins crowd the surface of the
cell, they created enough physical
pressure to make the membrane split
into two. The researchers also proved
these cells could undergo selection.
They introduced a mutation that

Once the cell grew and copied its DNA, it divided
into daughter cells. KATE ADAMALA, ADAMALA LAB

allowed some cells to eat more
efficiently. These faster-growing cells
produced more offspring than others
and dominated the population. “It will,
perhaps, provide a compelling argument
against those who think there is some
immaterial substance in addition to the
chemicals that breathes life into material
stuff,” University of Exeter professor John
Dupré told The Guardian. “But almost no
scientist now believes this.”

For feedback and sugg

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

.

e During this, the four Indian
astronauts selected for the mission along
with scientists, engineers and medical teams
were subjected to a week-long study.

38 e AR & forT gt a1v IR el
3raf¥ar Tt & aryr dafaet, sehfary 3k
Fafehcar gall T U TdTg o eqq=T 7
enfFer fohar aram|

06J7. Synthetic cell: machine that
could

FRAA FAFT: v warer AT Fde

e Researchers from the University of
Minnesota have developed a synthetic cell
that can grow and divide.

e fReafgamey & tuswdnai o v o
Fha FIfAF AT 1 § S 9 T § 3R
faenfore g Fehcl &1

e The team ‘started’ the cell as a
liposome, a small bubble made of fats.

éﬁﬁaﬁf@m@r%&mwﬁﬂ@n%mﬁ
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T, ST IET & FoAT Teh BIET Jololl 1l ¢

e Inside was a protein-making system called PURE, which contained all the necessary
‘machinery’ for the cell to turn DNA into proteins.

$HS 3EX PURE ATH& FIEIeT SeAlel aTell FoTell Y, forasT SIfRIehT garT DNA &Y I # Fgele

o forw 3rmaeaes @ef AR Hise o

e The DNA consisted of 90,000 base pairs.
DNA # 90,000 S 93 AT |

e The synthetic cells ate by fusing with smaller feeder liposomes.
I HIRIAT BIE BT FATNA & T gAY dIVoT Jree Tl i

e The cell's DNA instructed it to produce a protein called alpha-hemolysin that becomes like a
hook on the cell’s surface.

FIfAFT F DNA A 30 HePI-GATATS AT TS WA TeATel T fder feam, St At i Tdg W

T §eh T TRE T AT |
e The hook grabbed the feeder bubbles and pulled them in, providing the lipids and nutrients
the cell needs to expand.

Zlgg?:ﬁtﬁ?,?gdgdi I JehgehT 3icT TidT 2T, Trad HIfAAT Y e & foav g AR sk

Y dcd Hod o1

e As the cell grew, it used an enzyme called Phi29 to copy its entire genome, then it divided

into daughter cells.

SI-SI8 AT T, 38 39eT R ST i sairet & frw Phi29 ses Teigd &
39T R, R ag Tafar SIfRw13it 3 enfSid gt a1

Japan space probe
performs flyby of
near-Earth asteroid
JECNIEET ——

TOKYO

A Japanese space probe performed a flyby of a
near-Earth asteroid on Sunday, in a test mission
for technology that could help protect the planet
from space rocks.

The fridge-sized Hayabusa2 was due to fly with-
in 800 metres of asteroid Torifune, Japan Aeros-
pace Exploration Agency (JAXA) scientists said, a
trial run to see whether such a probe could deflect
a potentially dangerous space rock away from
Earth. The mission comes after NASA deliberately
smashed a spacecraft into the 160-metre-wide Di-
morphos asteroid in 2022, successfully altering its
orbit around a larger space rock.

Moving at a speed of more than 18,000 kilo-
metres per hour, Hayabusa2 was not intended to
collide with Torifune. Instead, scientists wanted
to assess whether they could precisely control the
trajectory of the probe, should it ever need to per-
form a deflection.

“At 6:35 pm (0935 GMT)... Hayabusa2 conduct-
ed a flyby of Torifune and the spacecraft is work-
ing normally,” a JAXA spokeswoman told AFP.

Online footage supplied by JAXA showed scien-
tists applauding in a control room.

If it is confirmed that the space probe indeed
came within 800 metres of Torifune, the mission
would be one of closest flybys of a near-Earth aste-
roid ever. “It's as difficult as trying to shoot
through a one-yen coin somewhere within the
area stretching from Okinawa to Hokkaido,” Yuya
Mimasu of JAXA said earlier, referring to Japan’s
southernmost and northernmost islands.

Cameras on board are also recording data from
the asteroid’s surface including geographical fea-
tures, its texture and temperature — vital informa-
tion for a potential planetary defence mission.

¢ While the researchers first used mechanical force to split
the cells, they eventually engineered a biological way to do it.

gTeilich QMEThcl37 =¥ 3Tl F HIRABIAT T fATAT ot o forw
FITAH I BT YT fHIT, AfhaT 37 37giel S HLA HI Teh SAfdeh
et faenfaa foram|

e By making proteins crowd the surface of the cell, they
created enough physical pressure to make the membrane split
into two.

FIRART T TAg T NEAT Fr 315 TATR Iegiat 3T Hifaw gama
3ceoT TRt T fBreelt &l o1ett & faenfaa e 13|

e The researchers also proved these cells could undergo
selection.

eMererclaf = Ig o Rigy faram o 3 wfIend a=rer wfteam & o)
el &1

e They introduced a mutation that allowed some cells to eat
more efficiently.

3egiel Ueh ScqREdT Mol TR foraet o I3t &1 3ifern
FHRACIT & TYUT UTec A 7 FaTH 11|

06J7. Japan space probe performs flyby of near-
Earth asteroid

ST & 3ARET I1eT F g2t & forere ua aqgare &1
FoTSaTy fhar
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e A Japanese space probe performed a flyby of a near-Earth asteroid on Sunday, in a test
mission for technology that could help protect the planet from space rocks.

o U AT 3eafeT AT 2 FIaR gt & e Reue aggare &1 wardar fnam| ag O derelien
& g{raToT fAerT & feear ar, S sifasy # a1 &t srafkefir ggemt (Space Rocks) & sam=t 7
FEG X Fohll B

e The fridge-sized Hayabusa2 was due to fly within 800 metres of asteroid Torifune, Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) scientists said, a trial run to see whether such a
probe could deflect a potentially dangerous space rock away from Earth.

o P & AHHR T gREHT-2 (Hayabusa?) &earg SRF (Torifune) & 800 #H1ex HT gl &
SR O IS aTelT UT| STl TIFAH TFHCARSI TS (JAXA) & Sfifelent of Sram 7o Ig
TTETOT SH ST <l STTdl o ToTT AT foh &ram T 3TcReT Iret forelt wenrfad @eletre srafRefr aeer
T gt & g AIS ehdT &

e The mission comes after NASA deliberately smashed a spacecraft into the 160-metre-wide
Dimorphos asteroid in 2022, successfully altering its orbit around a larger space rock.

o Ig TR NASA gaRT 2022 # 160 #Hiex |13 fATwfa (Dimorphos) &gar & SIS Th
3ARET ATeT TR & ST 3177 B, Ty 307k 3 sraRadiar Rz & R 3R &1 et Therdgds
ool 1S 2|

e Moving at a speed of more than 18,000 kilometres per hour, Hayabusa2 was not intended
to collide with Torifune.

e 18,000 fFeiatex yfar g & 31freh 1 911 & <ref T61 gRATGHT-2 ANGar & Tl & forw g i
ERID
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India needs a second home for Asiatic lions

ndia’s conservation of the
Asiatic lion is widely
celebrated as a remarkable
success story. From a
population which was reduced to
just a few dozen in the early 20th
century, the number of Asiatic
lions has increased to approx. 891
today. Yet, behind this
achievement lies a persistent
policy failure: the inability to
establish a second, geographically
separate population. Scientific
institutions, government bodies,
and even the Supreme Court have
long warned that without such a
step, the species remains
vulnerable to extinction from a
single catastrophic event.

A second dwelling

The need for a second home for
Asiatic lions is rooted in decades
of government-backed research.
Multiple reports of the Wildlife
Institute of India have consistently
emphasised that a single
population confined to one
landscape is inherently
vulnerable. Studies conducted
since the 1980s have concluded
that threats such as epidemics,
forest fires, or other natural
disasters could potentially wipe
out the entire species if it remains
geographically concentrated.

This scientific consensus was
formally acknowledged in the
landmark Supreme Court
judgment of April 15, 2013, which
directed the translocation of
Asiatic lions from Gujarat’s Gir
forest to the Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh. The Court made
it clear that conservation must be
guided by ecological principles
rather than regional
considerations, stating that a
second population was essential
for the species’ long-term survival.
The judgment explicitly
recognised the risk that a single
calamity could eliminate the
entire population if it remained
confined to one location.

Despite this clear directive, the
translocation project has been
stalled for over a decade. Gujarat
has consistently resisted the
relocation of lions outside the

Richa Sin

Senior Consultant at
EY India, with a focus
on forest
management, wildlife
conservation and
biodiversity
assessment

Reports by the
Wildlife Institute
of India have
consistently
emphasised that
a single
population
confined to one
landscape is
inherently
vulnerable

An Asiatic lioness with her two cubs at the Sakkarbaugh Safari

State, citing its success in
conserving the species and raising
concerns about habitat suitability
elsewhere. This has created a
policy impasse between scientific
recommendations, judicial
mandates, and State-level political
considerations. While the Kuno
National Park was prepared
specifically to host the lions — by
relocation of villages and habitat
restoration among others — no
lions have been introduced there.
Meanwhile, the ecological risks
identified by experts have only
intensified. The concentration of
the entire global population of
Asiatic lions within the Gir
landscape makes them uniquely
vulnerable to disease outbreaks.
The 2018 outbreak of the Canine
Distemper Virus among the
population, which killed several
lions and infected many others,
serves as a stark reminder of this
danger. Such diseases spread
more rapidly in dense, socially
structured populations, and their
impact is amplified by the limited
genetic diversity of the lions.
Government-supported studies
and conservation plans have
repeatedly highlighted that
geographically isolated carnivore
populations face extinction risks
from both biological and
environmental factors. In a
single-site population, even
non-recurring events — such as
droughts, wildfires, or sudden
prey decline — can have
disproportionate effects. This is
why conservation science
advocates for a “metapopulation

i =
—

breeding centre in Junagadh in 2025. ViJaY SONEN

06J7. India needs a second home for Asiatic lions

HIT &1 TRIATS IRY & frw quy 3mary it 3raegwdr §

approach”, where species are
distributed across multiple
habitats to reduce risk.

Recognising these concerns,
recent policy initiatives such as
Project Lion (2020) have
attempted to revive the discussion
on expanding lion habitats. There
have been proposals to develop
alternative sites such as the Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary within Gujarat
itself. However, experts argue that
such sites, being geographically
close to Gir, may not adequately
address the core issue of risk
diversification. A second
population must be sufficiently
distant to prevent the spread of
disease or disaster across both
populations simultaneously.

The delay in establishing a
second home raises broader
questions about environmental
governance in India. It reflects a
tension between national
conservation priorities and
State-level interests, where wildlife
- though constitutionally
recognised as a shared
responsibility — can become
entangled in regional identity and
political considerations. The
Supreme Court had clearly stated
that Asiatic lions are a national
heritage, not the property of any
single State, yet implementation of
this principle remains incomplete.

From success to security
Ultimately, the issue is whether
India is willing to move from
conservation success to
conservation security. The current
situation represents a paradox: a
thriving population that remains
ecologically fragile. Without
establishing a second free-ranging
population, the gains of decades
of conservation effort remain
vulnerable to reversal. The case of
the Asiatic lion underscores a
fundamental principle of modern
conservation: numbers alone do
not ensure survival; resilience
does. Creating a second home is
an ecological necessity; continued
delay in implementing this vision
risks turning a global conservation
triumph into a preventable
ecological vulnerability.

From a population which was reduced to just a few dozen in the early 20th century, the
number of Asiatic lions has increased to approx. 891 today.

204t QraTsdl Y YEIATA H STET FeTeh! TEAT TEH shdof o Gorel Ig 1S AT, TET ol TRIATS NRA
Y HEAT et ST 891 BY TS B

This scientific consensus was formally acknowledged in the landmark Supreme Court
judgment of April 15, 2013, which directed the translocation of Asiatic lions from Guijarat’s
Gir forest to the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh.

s daTfas "egAfa i 3igaTies &7 & 15 3, 2013 F Fafea =T« & Wagfs Avia 7
TR TR 1T, Foreel Iorid o IR &t & e geer & el U 3earar & vRIams oRki &
TATATAROT T fAcer feam arar 2|
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The 2018 outbreak of the Canine Distemper Virus among the population, which killed
several lions and infected many others, serves as a stark reminder of this danger.

TS # 2018 F Ferrzet FBEETR aRRE & g, fow S IR A JoF 1 3R+ g
HerfAd T, 39 @R &1 73R Ad1ael & & H HF adT g

Such diseases spread more rapidly in dense, socially structured populations, and their impact
is amplified by the limited genetic diversity of the lions.

VY ARt gelt 3R arenfore 0 & TR 3y # aoh & herd &, 3R R Hr Dfaa
nrega s fafaerar & wRoT 3ot vara 3R T ST &

Government-supported studies and conservation plans have repeatedly highlighted that
geographically isolated carnivore populations face extinction risks from both biological and
environmental factors.

WHR FATTT 37eTAT 3R EIETOT ST131T & TR-aR g § o i &9 & 3reer-arefer
ATERY Sfal A Ararel Sifdes 3R Ao gt Rt A faelfter & i@ ST AT A 8 |

Recognising these concerns, recent policy initiatives such as Project Lion (2020) have
attempted to revive the discussion on expanding lion habitats.

g1 TIAT3HT T TR HY U, Sotere et (2020) ST grferaT ifaeTd Jgal o eRT & Jard
TIEAR o= =il hT GeToiiiaed el 1 9I1 feham §

There have been proposals to develop alternative sites such as the Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary within Gujarat itself.

TSI & $cR &Y aXET Il ARG S dehfeTeh T2ell T [Geh AT A & Tedrd T e
gl

However, experts argue that such sites, being geographically close to Gir, may not
adequately address the core issue of risk diversification.

gTeileh fAAYAT &7 da & for TR & o 7 & Fee 8l & HRoT v T Jif@s
fafaehieor &1 FEg FaEar 1 gAieT FATUE 761 H Fehol |

A second population must be sufficiently distant to prevent the spread of disease or disaster
across both populations simultaneously.

SR TSTET TATe g WX gl =T ciifeh deary AT JTaeT et 3aTiedt & Ueh Y of thel Teh |
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It’s time to segregate at source

Though the new Solid Waste Management Rules kicked in on April 1, there has been little awareness among residents of this momentous change in urban solid waste management. While most parts of

the world have settled into a routine of waste segregation at source, TN. still packs a mixed garbage bag. Aloysius Xavier Lopez looks at how the Rules could impact source segregation in the State

nJuly 2, a drone camera captured un-
nerving visuals of the vast Kodungaiy-
ur dump yard — women squelching
through the mounds of trash to col-
lect materials that could be recycled. For these
women from the Perambur Assembly constituen-
cy, ragpicking has been the only source of liveli-
hood. They claim many members of nearly
3,000 families in the area have lost their lives ow-
ing to health risks associated with ragpicking.

Chennai Corporation Councillor Dilli Babu
says the women are being exposed to health risks
because fresh waste continues to accumulate in
the dump yard without segregation at source.
This happens even as biomining of the waste
yard has started for eco-restoration of the 352-
acre area located in the heart of a thickly populat-
ed locality in north Chennai. “After the Solid
Waste Management Rules, 2026, kicked in on
April 1, officials have suggested source segrega-
tion as the solution. But 100% source segregation
has been a challenging task,” he said.

Speaking about the new Rules, Ward 35 Coun-
cillor S. Jeevan says there are other major issues
that have worried residents. “The new Rules ref-
er to waste-to-energy plants multiple times,
along with duties and responsibilities of various
departments. This shows the Union government
has been exploring the possibility of setting up
waste-to-energy plants. Residents who have op-
posed waste-to-energy plants in Chennai are wor-
ried as the risk of pollution is high,” he says.

Public consultation

Federation of North Chennai Residents’ Welfare
Association president T.K. Shanmugham said the
State government and civic agencies should en-
sure that public consultation is conducted in the
presence of the residents of the Perambur and
Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar Assembly constituen-
cies before implementation of any such waste
management projects. “We will not accept waste-
to-energy plants. They pollute our neighbour-
hoods. But we are ready to support source segre-
gation. We intend to mobilise 2,000 volunteers
to sensitise residents to the new Rules and the
need for source segregation. We want the govern-
ment to close the dump yards, complete biomin-
ing, and start eco-restoration,” he said.

As urban local bodies (ULBs) are unable to im-
plement waste management projects owing to
opposition from residents, the new Rules framed
by the Union government have reportedly pro-
vided a ray of hope for such waste management
projects, albeit with strict pollution contrel
norms and digital tracking. However, residents
remain sceptical about the efficacy of pollution
monitoring systems. The Rules have streng-
thened digital tracking to reduce the impact of
pollution caused by such waste management
projects and promote 100% source segregation.
In a bid to sensitise all stakeholders and ensure
successful rollout of the new Rules, training pro-
grammes will be held for Mayors and Deputy
Mayors of various cities in Tamil Nadu this
month. The Tamil Nadu Institute for Urban Stu-
dies, Coimbatore, is organising the programme.

Chennai Deputy Mayor M. Magesh Kumaar
said the Corporation Council will discuss ways to
reduce the burden of penalties and taxes on resi-
dents and traders under the new Rules. “Resi-
dents and traders should never be penalised. We
are against the penalty and taxes proposed by
the new Rules,” he said.

LA

The workers
should not
be forced to
separate the
garbage
themselves.
The
households
should be
encouraged
todoso.
This is the
first aspect
weare
focusing on

GAGANDEEP
SINGH BEDI,
Secretary,
Municipal
Administration
and Water Supply
Department

L. Gopan, a resident of Avadi, a suburb in
western Chennai, says, “Dumping of waste has
increased in waterbodies such as Paruthipattu
lake on the outskirts of Chennai. The govern-
ment should strive to achieve 100% source segre-
gation. We are ready to support the government,
but some people are afraid that charges will in-
crease for waste collection in large apartment
complexes.”

“Robust framework’

According to the new Rules, the Union Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs will support the
State in assessing waste management infrastruc-
ture in all urban areas and in drawing up policies
and strategies for solid waste management, in-
cluding waste-to-energy facilities, in consultation
with stakeholders and taking into account solid
‘waste management guidelines, by September 30,
2026. K.P. Subramanian, retired Professor of Ur-
ban Engineering at Anna University, says, “The
new Rules provide a comprehensive and robust
framework over their predecessors. The Rules
must prioritise participation over regulation. In-
volvement of residents’ welfare associations,
NGOs, and citizens groups is the key to success.”

Kurian Joseph, Professor of Environmental
Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology-Ma-
dras, who is training elected representatives in
the implementation of the new Rules, said, “The
most important challenge to waste management
in Tamil Nadu is source segregation. There are
other issues too: separate collection of segregat-
ed waste, processing of separated wet waste, re-
cycling of separated dry waste, shortage of la-
bour, and resistance of the public to having
waste-processing — particularly micro-compost-
ing centres — near their locality”

“Facilities for segregated collection are man-
datory if we want to be a developed country with
clean cities. It may cost around 10 crore for a ci-
ty with 1lakh population,” he added. The actual
cost will depend on the available facilities and
the gaps. According to Prof. Joseph, ULBs must
undertake gap assessment and prepare an action
plan for at least five years with estimates. They
will have to raise funds by converging different
schemes and opportunities, he said.

Labour shortage remains an issue in waste

7

Waste sprawl: Fresh waste ac inthe

dump yard without

According to the Rules, the Union
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
will support the State in assessing
waste management infrastructure

in all urban areas and drawing up
solid waste management policies

‘management, Prof. Joseph said. “As the economy
d

The responsibilities of each stakeholder have
been detailed in the new SWM Rules. Mandatory
segregation at source; processing of wet waste;
handling of dry, sanitary, and special care wastes;
maintenance of reports and compliance via on-
line portal of the Central Pollution Control Board;
user charges; and environmental compensation
are the key aspects of the Rules.

Environmental Compensation
‘The Envi al Compensation concept is

improves, people move away from 1
activities, especially waste collection and han-
dling. Thus, the dignity of such jobs must be en-
hanced and ‘professionalised’ to attract skilled
‘workers, and such people have to be trained and
retained.” He added, “The implementation of the
Rules will reduce the cost burden on ULBs, as
source segregation becomes the responsibility of
‘waste generators. Bulk waste generators are res-
ponsible for processing wet waste generated by
them. The new Rules will reduce the waste pro-
cessing load of ULBs by at least 25% in big cities.
Recyclable sales will also help in cost recovery.”

100% source segregation

Stressing the need for 100% source segregation,
he said, “Source segregation is very critical as it
will help in getting clean recyclable materials. If
‘waste is mixed at source and later separated, the
value of recyclables is lost. Further, ULBs spend
on additional labour for separation. Poor source
segregation will lead to failure in waste process-
ing and poor quality of processed outputs. Com-
posting and recycling quality will be poor, lead-
ing to dumping of waste.”

According to estimates, about 55% of the waste
generated by ULBs is wet waste (biodegradable),
30% comprises different types of recyclables,
and the rest will be inert, sanitary, and household
hazardous waste. ULBs across Tamil Nadu gener-
ate about 16,000 tonnes of solid waste each day,
of which about 40% is from the Chennai Corpora-
tion. Other corporations generate about 30%,
‘municipalities about 18%, and town panchayats
12%. Experts say that while door-to-door waste
collection is very good, with almost 90% house-
holds covered, source segregation and process-
ing are weak in Tamil Nadu, which is among the
top urbanised States.

at source, even as
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the biomining of the dump has started for eco-restoration of the 352-acre area. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

new to the 2026 SWM Rules, which apply the
“polluter pays” principle. Three batches of pro-
grammes to create awareness among ULB lead-
ers have been completed in Kanniyakumari.
More programmes are planned in the coming
‘weeks. Chennai Corporation Commissioner G.S.
Sameeran said the Rules require major behaviou-
ral modification campaigns and full cooperation
from citizens. “The Rules are already in place
from April. We are giving every stakeholder
breathing space of six to seven months during
this transition phase.”

Other cities are also gearing up for compliance
with the new Rules. In Coimbatore, the 100
‘wards generate over 1,200 tonnes of municipal
solid waste every day. Corporation officials say
the city has achieved around 87% source segrega-
tion, and is working to improve compliance.

Civic authorities in Erode say implementation
will require stronger infrastructure, adequate
manpower, and sustained public participation.
Erode city, spread over 109.52 sq. km. with a pop-
ulation of 4.98 lakh across 60 wards, generates
about 250 metric tonnes of municipal solid waste
every day. Although the corporation has intro-
duced door-to-door collection and source segre-
gation, illegal dumping and open burning conti-
nue in several parts of the city.

Salem Corporation health officials say 20 of
the 60 wards have been selected as pilot zones
for source segregation. The Tiruchi City Corpora-
tion is strengthening its waste management in-
frastructure and technology-driven monitoring
systems. In Nagercoil, people have been protest-
ing for several years demanding that the govern-
ment shift the dump yard in the city to another
location on the National Highways.

As the issue is likely to dominate policy de-
bates both in the State government and the local
bodies in the coming months, residents are con-
cerned about whether the local bodies are actual-
ly geared up for implementation of the new
Rules. With the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam in
power in the State and major ULBs ruled by the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, the campaign
should move beyond local administration and
politics, into popular culture, for cleaner cities
and towns.

Speaking on the issue, Gagandeep Singh Bedi,
Secretary, Municipal Administration and Water
Supply Department, said, “The workers should
not be forced to separate the garbage themselves.
‘The households should be encouraged to do so.
‘This is the first aspect we are focusing on.”

While the successful implementation of the
new Rules would help boost the waste manage-
ment system in the State with focus on ‘segrega-
tion, reduction, and recycling’, building capacity
of local bodies to do so will hold the key.

(With inputs from L. Srikrishna in Madurai,
Sibi Sreevathson T.C. in Coimbatore,

Sabari M. in Salem, Ancy Donal Madonna
in Tiruchi, and S.P. Saravanan in Erode.)

e Though the new Solid Waste Management Rules kicked in on April 1, there has been little
awareness among residents of this momentous change in urban solid waste management.

o gIciileh AV X AT FarereT forgsr 1 3riher & e 81 10 8, Afehet aredt S 3rafarse yareray
$H HecdqUT S&ed I o AR a5 e STareehel §1

e According to the new Rules, the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs will support
the State in assessing waste management infrastructure in all urban areas and in drawing
up policies and strategies for solid waste management, including waste-to-energy
facilities, in consultation with stakeholders and taking into account solid waste
management guidelines, by September 30, 2026.
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AT fr®Y & IHTAR, FERT ATaTHT Ta A FE FATer T el &7 7 Jrafirse yaera
HTETIAT & HTFheled dT RTINS & A 3R 37 3rafrse yaere fgan-Adei 1 eare 7 @d
BV a¥e-Z-Uetolt Glaensit Afec a1 rafise gt 1 At AR 0Nl TR A A Tw A
HEIAT 3| g 1 30 RAdaT, 2026 T fhar areem|

The new Rules will reduce the waste processing load of ULBs by at least 25% in big cities.
ST [AIH 99 A H ULBs & el THERIUT AN &1 & § A 25% deh T ¢dl|

Recyclable sales will also help in cost recovery.”

YAAHT AN AT T fshr & 8f ST iy $17arg 7 Feraar Aasf|”

100% source segregation
100% Wl I FERT TIFHIT

According to estimates, about 55% of the waste generated by ULBs is wet waste
(biodegradable), 30% comprises different types of recyclables, and the rest will be inert,
sanitary, and household hazardous waste.

37T o 3TAR ULBSs SaRT 3ctea] helk oh ofaTsaT 55% I (SHa-3rqeresita) =, 30%
TafPeet YR 1 qaresnor A ARTalt, 3R AW RASFT (Inert), Faeoar gt TUT & @
FEAEIATE |

Responsibilities under the new SWM Rules

AT SWM faaAT & dga FAear

The responsibilities of each stakeholder have been detailed in the new SWM Rules.
AT SWM fg#it 3 Tde et T foeaeriat &1 fawdd 3eod fhar =g

Mandatory segregation at source; processing of wet waste; handling of dry, sanitary, and
special care wastes; maintenance of reports and compliance via the online portal of the
Central Pollution Control Board; user charges; and environmental compensation are
the key aspects of the Rules.

37T AT I FE[ GUFHIOT; el FA T THEROT, G@, Faeodr dae, iR ey Sweme
AT FHE T TS, FelT TGO FAI=0T 13 o JHTeToliget dIcel o ATeyH & Roiet a7 @@ 3R
37T, 3URNTRAT ek, T gATavony aifaqfet 51 gt & voga uge €1

Environmental Compensation

it sl

The Environmental Compensation concept is new to the 2026 SWM Rules, which apply the
“polluter pays” principle.

waitaoie gifergfel i sraemom 2026 & SWM @it 7 715 B, S “qque sfeTaeT Fem
(Polluter Pays Principle) & faggia aX 3menfd &1

Although the corporation has introduced door-to-door collection and source segregation,
illegal dumping and open burning continue in several parts of the city.

BT fYaTA o BR-BI eT g 0T X AT IX e GUaFHaor I a8, e o e & &8
TRl # 33t T § Fa et AR G 7 F=0 ST T &
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Why tanks still matter

Drones, missiles and precisiol

puided weapons have transformed the modern battlefield but military experts argue they cannot achieve the ultimate objective of war - controlling territory. Saurabh
Trivedi examines why tanks and ground forces remain indispensable despite the rapid evolution of warfare, drawing on lessons from Ukraine and insights from senior Army officers

Larsen & Toubro's

ilitary experts and strategic think
tanks believe that achieving victory
in war ultimately requires a physical

ground presence. While drones, mis-
siles, air power and cyber warfare can inflict heavy
damage on military assets and infrastructure, they
cannot occupy territory, enforce surrender or es-
tablish political control. History cons.menlly
shows that long-term military and political success
requires ground forces.

Missiles and drones can destroy targets, but
they cannot capture and hold territory. Ground
forces, supported by armoured vehicles, remain
indispensable for achieving decisive military
objectives.

The role of tanks in modern warfare has be-
«come a subject of intense debate. Critics argue that
the proliferation of drones and precision-guided
weapons has reduced their battlefield relevance,
while supporters maintain that tanks remain indis-

ee

Air strikes
and
missiles are
effective for
punitive
actionand
destroying
military
assets, but
controlling
land

requires
boots on
the ground.

iy i Guj:

such formations, tanks continue to provide un-
matched mobile firepower, operational flexibility
and battlefield shock effect.

Recent conflicts have demonstrated that low-
cost drones can impose disproportionate costs on
technologically superior militaries.

During the U.S.-Iran conflict, reports indicated
that U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area Defense ra-
dar sites in West Asia were targeted by inexpensive
Shahed-like drones.

India witnessed a similar trend during Opera-
tion Sindoor, when Pakistan

vhy i the Zorawar light tank and other i

ystems. SPECIAL

systems.

Jomﬂy developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and L&T De-
fence, the 25-tonne, air-transportable combat
vehicle is designed for rapid deployment in high-
altitude regions.

The Indian Army now expects to induct the
Zorawar between 2028 and 2029. Now-retired Ar-
my Chief General Upendra Dwivedi recently stat-
ed that issues identified during development and
testing are being addressed through routine de-

swarms of low-radar cross-section drones to satu-
rate Indian airspace, overwhelm air defence sys-
tems and exhaust expensive interceptor missiles.
Cheap drones costing only a few lakh rupees can
force defenders to launch interceptors worth sev-
eral crores of rupees. Even when mten:epxed

d create an eq-
uation for lhe defender. Modern warfare is m

pensable as mobile d capable
of delivering overwhelming firepower, breaching
enemy defences and supporting infantry.

Over the decades, tanks have evolved into high-
ly mobile, heavily armed main battle platforms
equipped with advanced protection systems, im-
proved sensors and networked battlefield
capabilities.

A senior Indian Army officer said drones can
create panic and inflict damage, but they cannot
achieve the ultimate objective of war.

“To enforce surrender, a ground invasion of
enemy territory is essential. That is what India de-
monstrated during the 1965 and 1971 wars against
Pakistan. Tanks remain critical for such opera-
tions," the officer said.

He added that lanks are also evolving to meet
emerging threats through lighter designs, anti-
drone protection, electronic warfare jammers and
hard-kill active protection systems capable of in-
tercepting incoming missiles and drones.

Lessons from the Russia-Ukraine war

The Russia-Ukraine war has hi ted both the
strengths and vulnerabilities of tanks. Numerous
battlefield videos have shown tanks being des-
troyed by inexpensive drones, exposing their sus-
ceptibility in an increasingly transparent battle-
field dominated by aerial surveillance and
precision strikes.

The widespread adoption of drones has trans-
formed modern warfare. They now perform re-
connaissance, anti-infantry and anti-tank roles at a
fraction of the cost of traditional Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles (ATGMs). Many of the early drones used in
the conflict were assembled from commercially
available components, making them highly
cost-effective.

Although tanks can no longer spearhead as-
saults without support, they remain highly effec-
tive when employed as part of an integrated com-
bined-arms operation involving infantry, artillery,
air defence, electronic warfare and drones. In

GENERAL
(RETD.)
DUSHYANT
SINGH
Director general
of the Centre for
Land Warfare
Studies

An Indian Army soldier looking at a drone hovering over the Akhnoor sector on the Line of Control in the Jammu region. Asp
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a battle of
where defenders can lose economically despite
‘winning tactically.

The Zorawar light tank
Recognising the changing character of warfare,
India is developing the indigenous Zorawar light
tank specifically for operations along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

In June this year, Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di visited Larsen & Toubro’s Hazira manufactur-
ing facility in Gujarat, where he reviewed the Zo-
rawar light tank and other indigenous defence

sign ‘The Army plans to induct 354
Zorawar tanks under a programme estimated to
cost around 7,500 crore.

One of the primary reasons for the revised in-
duction timeline is the Army’s demand for en-
hanced protection against enemy fire.

Developers face the difficult challenge of im-

The T-72 Ajeya remains the Army's largest tank
fleet, with approximately 2,400-2,500 tanks, ma-
ny of which are over four decades old. The more
capable T-90S Bhishma, numbering more than
1,200, forms the backbone of India's armoured

corps.

India has also inducted 124 Arjun MKI1 tanks,
while 118 upgraded MKIA variants are on order.
However, the Arjun’s weight of nearly 67 tonnes
has limited its operational utility because of con-
straints imposed by bridges, culverts and railway
transporters.

Until recently, India possessed more than
4,000 medium and heavy tanks but not a single
light tank. That absence became a major opera-
tional concern after the 2020 India-China border
Crisis.

Unique challenge

India faces a unique strategic challenge: prepanng
slmullaneously for conventional warfare
Pakistan in the plains and armoured operations
against China in the high Himalayas.

The western theatre is ideal for traditional ar-
moured manoeuvre warfare. The northern
theatre presents an entirely different environ-
ment, characterised by extreme altitude, narrow
valleys, weak bridges and steep gradients.

At high altitudes, tank engines lose significant
power because of thin air, fuel consumption in-
creases, movement becomes difficult and recover-
ing disabled vehicles is extremely challenging.
Without a credible offensive armoured capability
in the mountains, Indian planners feared conti-
nued vulnerability to incremental Chinese mili-

tary pressure.

The capability gap had been recognised after
the 1987 Sumdorong Chu crisis and again after the
2017 Doklam stand-off. However, the 2020 Ladakh
confrontation accelerated the launch of Project
Zorawar under an emergency procurement pro-
gramme. Alongside the Zorawar programme, In-
dia is pursuing Project Ranjeet, also known as the
Future Ready Combat Vehicle (FRCV). The pro-
gramme aims to replace ageing T-72 tanks with ap-

,700-1,800 main bat-
tle tanks over the next decade. Expected to weigh
around 55 tonnes, the FRCV will feature a gun larg-
er than 120 mm, advanced explosive reactive ar-
mour, underbelly mine protection, integrated an-
ti-drone systems, Al-assisted fire control and
network-centric connectivity with UAVs and
satellites.

The programme is estimated to cost between ~

357,000 crore and 360,000 crore.

“Tanks are adapting, not disappearing’
Lieutenant General (retd.) Dushyant Singh, direc-
tor general of the Centre for Land Warfare Stu-
dies (CLAWS), said no single template applies to
every conflict.

“In the India-Pakistan context, territory re-
mains central. Neither side will voluntarily sur-
render land. Likewise, the Iran-U.S. conflict de-
monstrates that unless territory is physically
occupied, victory remains incomplete. Air
and missiles are effective for punitive action and
destmylng military assets, but controlling land
requires boots on the ground. Legacy platforms
such as tanks remain relevant despite advances in
drones and missiles,” he said.

He noted that Russia has managed to seize and
hold territory in Ukraine because it possesses
both infantry and armoured formations.

Accordmg to him, tanks now require dedicat-
ed

proving armour ion while

mobility and an optimal power-to-weight ratio.
Achieving both objectives simultaneously is tech-
nically demanding and has extended the deve-

lopment cycle.
The Zorawar has bee: i designed for

di protection and integrated air de-
fence support. Obstacles such as canals and
layered defensive lines also complicate armoured
operations.

Smgh emphasxsed that fumre warfare will in-
rely on

operations along the LAC, where China's People’s
Liberation Army has already deployed Type-15
light tanks. Indian military planners view the
platform as critical to narrowing the operational
gap and enabling rapid reis of forward

tions involving the Army, Air Force and Navy.
supported by cyber warfare, economic measures

and maritime power.
He added that mdnary hnslory demonsuates a
cycle of and

positions in mountainous terrain.

India has deployed Russian-origin T-72 and
T-90 tanks in Ladakh, but these platforms were
originally designed for plains and desert warfare.
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countermeasures.
'h one weapon domi-
nant, countermeasures eventually emerge. Tanks
will continue adap(lng through technological in-
novation and remain relevant,” Singh said.

Role has changed, not ended

Globally, tanks no longer dominate battlefields in
the way they did between the Second World War
and the end of the Cold War. Cheap drones have
significantly reduced their ability to operate inde-
pendently. Yet they have not become obsolete.

India is introducing an entirely new class of
tanks because its principal armoured challenge
lies not on drone-saturated plains but in the high
Himalayas, where altitude, mobility and transpor-
tability determine operational success.

The Zorawar is designed to address a uniquely
Indian strategic requirement that many Western
militaries do not face. The tank is no longer the un-
disputed king of the battlefield. But it remains so-
mething even more enduring: an indispensable
component of combined-arms warfare.

In a battlefield increasingly dominated by
drones, guided missiles and precision weapons
capable of destroying multi-million-dollar ar-
moured vehicles within seconds, tanks continue
to provide one capability that no drone can repli-
cate: the ability to physically seize, occupy and
hold ground. Ultimately, wars are won not only by
destroying the enemy but by controlling territory.
And for that, boots on the ground, supported by
tanks, remain indispensable.

saurabh.trivedi@thehindu.co.in

Gorakhpur
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06J7. Why tanks still matter
& et ot FY Ageaqor §

Drones, missiles and precision-guided weapons have transformed the modern battlefield,
but military experts argue they cannot achieve the ultimate objective of war — controlling
territory.

37, framsel 31N Rrefierer-me3s st o smyfaes Jeuats &1 aeo T 8, ofeet S faQw=t
T o & T 3 oo & 3HTH 3eged — & W A0 TR FI — 1 9Ted 781 Y Hehol |
Saurabh Trivedi examines why tanks and ground forces remain indispensable despite the

rapid evolution of warfare, drawing on lessons from Ukraine and insights from senior Army
officers.

Hier P warar € o Jeer 1 A & aeercl! Tepfal & arasie 8% 3R Sraielt Jard a4t 3rafers
mgglmmmwﬂmmmmmmﬁmwmwm
gl

Military experts and strategic think tanks believe that achieving victory in war ultimately
requires a physical ground presence.

e Tt R Torehferes Rich Eont 1 AT & o geer # farsr e et & fAw s st
H=7 39RRUTY 3maeTs gl B

While drones, missiles, air power and cyber warfare can inflict heavy damage on military
assets and infrastructure, they cannot occupy territory, enforce surrender or establish political
control.

greitich 2T, fRamsel, arg Afdad 3R AgaR e ey Tarer=! AR RAIET T 1 Ry e
T Hehel &, @lfcheT I FoRET &1 IR hsll oT61 hY Hehel, HTHAAIVT ALY hRT Hebel AR &
TTelfares fod=or Tfid X dend § |

]Ic—c|)if(t:oer;/ consistently shows that long-term military and political success requires ground

STAEM TTdR I8 2T & o Qderitare AT 31 Taaiae Aherdr & forT sl damd
aeTS gidr gl

Missiles and drones can destroy targets, but they cannot capture and hold territory.
RraTgd 3R 3N o8l Y ASC I Thd ¢, AfeheT I TRY 817 TR el Hoh 3 379 fAToT 7
eI 1@ Fehdl |

Ground forces, supported by armoured vehicles, remain indispensable for achieving
decisive military objectives.

TEAEG aTgall & TATIT FTHVAT AT fAUTIF T et T oIt & forw 3t off 3aRer €
The role of tanks in modern warfare has become a subject of intense debate.

3myfeeh geur & T A1 3ffehT 16T 69 1 v 91 S B

Critics argue that the proliferation of drones and precision-guided weapons has reduced
their battlefield relevance, while supporters maintain that tanks remain indispensable as

mobile armoured platforms capable of delivering overwhelming firepower, breaching enemy
defences and supporting infantry.

3TTelrereht o she=1T ¢ foh gt AR Rrefisrer-mg3s ARt & war 2 gewer & ot 1 ST
& AT &, STafeh TEGRT T HTA § o o ST 8 3T ook AR &THT, GHGT T T&T
SfFaat & diger 3R Yeo GaT S TAY S a1 ANTSd SEAREE CoIThiH & §9 3 IAREH §

Over the decades, tanks have evolved into highly mobile, heavily armed main battle
platforms equipped with advanced protection systems, improved sensors and networked
battlefield capabilities.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page46



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Rt oh AR & et arfareiier, Y 6TAART & o H&T Jau caehit o 70 &, foiers
SeeTcl GUATT JOTTOrT, dgk YO 3R Acdeh TR JeErals ST A g1

A senior Indian Army officer said drones can create panic and inflict damage, but they
cannot achieve the ultimate objective of war.

Teh IS5 AT FelT 31T ¥ gl foh et CerRIct Pell Fehl & HR FehlTeT TgT Hebel &, Afehod
q Jeer & 3iAH 3 T YT 7761 Y Fehdl |

"To enforce surrender, a ground invasion of enemy territory is essential.

3egiel gl "ICHTHITT FIet & ToIT GeaaT & &1 & STaflel) IThaAT HaRT ¢ |

That is what India demonstrated during the 1965 and 1971 wars against Pakistan.

TET 1T IR oF 1965 3R 1971 & Feut 3 wiftrwarT & fawee wefdia #r |

Tanks remain critical for such operations," the officer said.

TR o gt foh O 3TTeAT & forw 8 3mrer o 3rcdd ATt &1

He added that tanks are also evolving to meet emerging threats through lighter designs, anti-
drone protection, electronic warfare jammers and hard-kill active protection systems
capable of intercepting incoming missiles and drones.

3egiel gl o & o 7T Tt & FdeaY o AT gods Ratreet, Te-gher §wam, gaereifors Jaur Sta
R 3T arely TS Td ST 1 Aehel el TSRl vfFed wRerreT Riwed Sl A &
Tl 81 e &1

Lessons from the Russia-Ukraine war
TH-Tohel ¥ A A wah

The Russia-Ukraine war has highlighted both the strengths and vulnerabilities of tanks.
TH-Zghel JGH o SHT T clehcd AR HHASIRET 2t bt 3R feham gl
Numerous battlefield videos have shown tanks being destroyed by inexpensive drones,

exposing their susceptibility in an increasingly transparent battlefield dominated by aerial
surveillance and precision strikes.

S geerar NS & TE ZeT g@RT Sl A 77 {1 g fer@ra aran g, e gars fered 3k
TER g aTel AT fch JeRreTs & Seichy HaeeTNerd 3R &3 B

The widespread adoption of drones has transformed modern warfare.

8YeT & SATeh 3T o eI ToTeh el hT Tepfcd deel T &

They now perform reconnaissance, anti-infantry and anti-tank roles at a fraction of the cost
of traditional Anti-Tank Guided Missiles (ATGMS).

319 F URIR Te-3F M3 A (ATGM)aﬁrgmﬁa—g'awamﬁwaé’r, deer Fa
faeft 31 o FaelY syfdenTC foveay 81

Many of the early drones used in the conflict were assembled from commercially available
components, making them highly cost-effective.

oY & SEAATC fohT 1T YBHTAT S Gl TR & 3TcleY THY Yol & =110 3¢ &, @ d
e T THTd 9= |

Although tanks can no longer spearhead assaults without support, they remain highly
effective when employed as part of an integrated combined-arms operation involving
infantry, artillery, air defence, electronic warfare and drones.

gTeilich & 31el el THYT o IThHOT T Sicfed w161 Y Hehdl, oot YereT JaAT, ANT@TH, T TaT,
gaFcI e I AR BT & WY TFFT I A 3 I Fo1e 9 @l &

In such formations, tanks continue to provide unmatched mobile firepower, operational
flexibility and battlefield shock effect.

U FEET3 A 3F 379 o refaci aTfeiel AR &1, TRl ofdiendeT 3R JewarT

AATY TR THTT UeTed i &
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e Recent conflicts have demonstrated that low-cost drones can impose disproportionate costs
on technologically superior militaries.

o Bl & U of [GET § foh A AT aTat et dohelleh] €9 & 4SS 3T 9T 81 i s
ST 37T Tl B |

e During the U.S.-Iran conflict, reports indicated that U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense radar sites in West Asia were targeted by inexpensive Shahed-like drones.

o AR Fu¥ F grer Raet # sgr o o afRasr vl 7 3R THAAD TR F@l &
TES ARG SH 3 & A=At St 3|

e India witnessed a similar trend during Operation Sindoor, when Pakistan reportedly
employed swarms of low-radar cross-section drones to saturate Indian airspace, overwhelm
air defence systems and exhaust expensive interceptor missiles.

o R o JTa¥erT RG & gTeT o T € TSt ST, ST IR o 1A &9 ¥ FHH BR TgdrT
aTel 31T & IS T SYANIT R ATy &77 1§, 1Y T&TT JOTell R &1 Seilel 3R Fgafr
e THATS N Pl GHATCT el & TolT fhaT|

e Cheap drones costing only a few lakh rupees can force defenders to launch interceptors
worth several crores of rupees.

o TO A FUA HIAT ATl TE FieT WEThT T S I3 T HI STAR TAAS el & faw

FSTSR Y Hehcl & |

e Even when intercepted, these drones create an unfavourable economic equation for the
defender.

o Tl de o 519 3¢ AR T STar 8, o 8 A 31T Watent o farw wfaeger anfdes feufa der s
gl

e Modern warfare is increasingly becoming a battle of mathematics, where defenders can lose
economically despite winning tactically.

o MY gerr efR-4R 10T T I 7T off 6T &, ST6T TN Sid & ardopg 3 e &
T&Teh Y&T aJehdlel 36T Tehll ¢ |

The Zorawar light tank
SRR ose &

e Recognising the changing character of warfare, India is developing the indigenous Zorawar
light tank specifically for operations along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

. WﬁmwﬁﬁtmﬁwﬁgummmaWW(LAC)wa@m*ﬁv
ARl SARTER age &F AT F @&

e In June this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Larsen & Toubro’s Hazira
manufacturing facility in Gujarat, where he reviewed the Zorawar light tank and other
indigenous defence systems.

o 3HTY A F TUTHA G A N TR U ARIT U3 Tt & golRT G4 7 GRT pa, St
3egiel SIRTER o8e & 3T 31T Tacel 6T Jonfordt T 3radliehel fohaT|

e Jointly developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and
L&T Defence, the 25-tonne, air-transportable combat vehicle is designed for rapid
deployment in high-altitude regions.

o AT HTHYTT TF fIFT Warsar (DRDO) 3R ver ¥3 & BHW eany € &7 & fa{&d I8 25
T IoTel gaTs IRaee AT Yeush dlged 3od 418 arel 8141 & caiXe dellell & forw sr=fram arr g

e The Indian Army now expects to induct the Zorawar between 2028 and 2029.

o HRANT VAT 3797 2028 A 2029 & T ARTET FT AAT FLA FI 3FHIE T B &

o Now-retired Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi recently stated that issues identified
during development and testing are being addressed through routine design refinements.
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LT VAT YoTE STeilel 3UG gfadal & grel &1 & e T fehrer 3R adietor & SRt |rea 31w
Aeal it fAafAd fEege Gurt & Ared# | gF fhar o @i el

The Army plans to induct 354 Zorawar tanks under a programme estimated to cost around
17,500 crore.

QAT TSI 17,500 FT T AT dTel AT & ded 354 ARTER EF T ey T ANSTAT T
@El

One of the primary reasons for the revised induction timeline is the Army’s demand for
enhanced protection against enemy fire.

TNFRIT QAT FHIHAT T Teh THE FHROT GIH T TGN & S GR&TT hY Jar hr
HT B

Developers face the difficult challenge of improving armour protection while maintaining
mobility and an optimal power-to-weight ratio.

ST & HH & F&T, arferefierar iR Sugeres qTaR-g-3¢ IHeTUT i Ueh HTY TAT TG T
FHiea Tl 51

Achieving both objectives simultaneously is technically demanding and has extended the
development cycle.

ST laAl 365231 &1 Ueh HIY Yo AT dehellehl §9 H it § R 38T HROT fehre gfehar ofell g
TSR

The Zorawar has been specifically designed for operations along the LAC, where China’s
People’s Liberation Army has already deployed Type-15 light tanks.

FRTER T faAT & & LAC TR 3113reit o forw f3ateat foram s g, Siel =er it digew faater
3t gger A €1 TBY-15 Age o et Y TR |

Indian military planners view the platform as critical to narrowing the operational gap and
enabling rapid reinforcement of forward positions in mountainous terrain.

HRAT T TISTATRR 5 TelehIH i TRATeeT 3 Sl el AR IadI a1a1 7 3173 aifrar
1 e Foo A o fAIT AT Hgeayol A &

India has deployed Russian-origin T-72 and T-90 tanks in Ladakh, but these platforms
were originally designed for plains and desert warfare.

HRA o TEETE 7 T 7 & T-72 AR T7-90 & A1t forw &, Aiferet gotet o fatmeet dAqmedt 3l
Tt Feu o for foham ara |

The T-72 Ajeya remains the Army’s largest tank fleet
T-72mﬂmmmagré’$agrm§3n%

The T-72 Ajeya remains the Amy’s largest tank fleet, with approximately 2,400-2,500 tanks,
many of which are over four decades old.

T-72 31T QT T TIH 5T & AT 1 G317 &, THEH w1877 2,400-2,500 h &, STt & s AR
TUF F 3o [ &

The more capable T-90S Bhishma, numbering more than 1,200, forms the backbone of
India's armoured corps.

377 HeTA T-90S 8fisay, foiateh! T&aT 1,200 ¥ 3770 §, AR Y T€aeg R 1 I &

India has also inducted 124 Arjun Mk1 tanks, while 118 upgraded Mk1A variants are on
order.

AR o 124 3r5faT Mk 1 3 & iAo fohw 8, STafeh 118 3eetad Mk 1A SEHIOI 2T 31T feam arar
el

However, the Arjun’s weight of nearly 67 tonnes has limited its operational utility because of
constraints imposed by bridges, culverts and railway transporters.

gTeAlTeh, TSI 67 o ToTed Bled & ShRUT ISl Soh T TRl AT gail, gferal 3k Yora
SRATIERT BT FAT3T & BT T £5 ¢
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Until recently, India possessed more than 4,000 medium and heavy tanks but not a single
light tank.

gTeT deh HIRA o I 4,000 & 378 Aeg# 31 9l & 2, AiftheT Uap oY ot & 87 2|
That absence became a major operational concern after the 2020 India-China border crisis.

Tg e 2020 -t WAT Fhe & 1e; Toh YW IR i ot a1 |

Unique challenge

faflrse g=tdh

India faces a unique strategic challenge: preparing simultaneously for conventional warfare
against Pakistan in the plains and armoured operations against China in the high
Himalayas.

SRl & T Tk RIS TOTeRreh Tty §— e et 3 arfeerer 3 Rereaer TR gy 31
3o gy 7 A & Aecy Teavteas HfRImET i v G AR HE|

The western theatre is ideal for traditional armoured manoeuvre warfare.

afRerst #rat TR seavde g & fav suged 2|

The northern theatre presents an entirely different environment, characterised by extreme
altitude, narrow valleys, weak bridges and steep gradients.

aET 3 Hra I e 39T ATATaRoT TEqd T 8, foraeht fFariwaTt § sreafe Sens, wehot
feal, FAAR JeT 3R offer germer |
At high altitudes, tank engines lose significant power because of thin air, fuel consumption

increases, movement becomes difficult and recovering disabled vehicles is extremely
challenging.

39 1€ 9T Tl &aT & HRUT &bl & Sa7eT T ATFd T hdT 81 AT &, ST ST @I 96 STl
€, JTATSTTET HiSeT &1 ST & 3R &7 argeil shl aTad ST 3l Al TqoT gl 8|

Without a credible offensive armoured capability in the mountains, Indian planners feared
continued vulnerability to incremental Chinese military pressure.

Ugrel 3 f9ea@siT 31ehiHe S&aae &THdT & 37HTT H AR AeTeThR] i Het ¥+ gag &
gfa SIaR Taea12ler soF T@eT T 3meienT Y|

The capability gap had been recognised after the 1987 Sumdorong Chu crisis and again
after the 2017 Doklam stand-off.

S &THCT 1 hall T 1987 & GHERNT T Hehe 3R a1e 7 2017 & Sheltat T o ae; o

YgdTedT 97T AT|
However, the 2020 Ladakh confrontation accelerated the launch of Project Zorawar under
an emergency procurement programme.

gTellieh, 2020 & WEEIE THIT o JHTATCThTelleT TRIG HIAshH & el FIoteFe ARTET I 37T Y
e & feT|

Alongside the Zorawar programme, India is pursuing Project Ranjeet, also known as the
Future Ready Combat Vehicle (FRCV).

SRTER HIAHH & TTT-TTT AR Wsise 0T, f5T Future Ready Combat Vehicle (FRCV)

off gT STTaT §, W N 1 FTWET 8

The programme aims to replace ageing T-72 tanks with approximately 1,700-1,800 next-
generation main battle tanks over the next decade.

S8 HRIHH T 3T T Gereh H oA T-72 TH 3 TUToT TR SIS 1,700-1,800 Jrarelt it &
HET JGUF & AMTAS HLAT &

Expected to weigh around 55 tonnes, the FRCV will feature a gun larger than 120 mm,
advanced explosive reactive armour, underbelly mine protection, integrated anti-drone

systems, Al-assisted fire control and network-centric connectivity with UAVs and
satellites.
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o TETHIT 55 & dolel alel FRCV H 120 fA#H & 931 AU, 3010 vFacafaa RufFea 3mix, st
AISA WRFUA, Thihd TEI-31eT RATEH, Al-HEIET UTod BT Fehel a7 UAV 31 3wt &
Acah-higd FafFead gel|

e The programme is estimated to cost between ¥57,000 crore and ¥60,000 crore.

o T HIEHH HT IFAAT AT 57,000 FI3 I 760,000 FF & S B

‘Tanks are adapting, not disappearing’

e Lieutenant General (retd.) Dushyant Singh, Director General of the Centre for Land
Warfare Studies (CLAWS), said no single template applies to every conflict.

o Affeeie Fore (@arfagn) gead e, deT O ds IREI TS (CLAWS) & HeTieIcueh o el
o &7 Fery ox ueh & TR oy w76 gl

¢ “In the India-Pakistan context, territory remains central.

o 3eRio) g, “HRA-GIHEAT o HeaT 3 8 FoH AgeaoT il E3T &

e Neither side will voluntarily surrender land.

o IS & UET FITOT A H{H L oIS

o Likewise, the Iran-U.S. conflict demonstrates that unless territory is physically occupied,
victory remains incomplete.

o S YR SUA-3ANFT Had T AT & 1 ST9 oo et 87 ) 91 &9 & sheott AET T
ST, 9 de faer 3l e ¢

e Air strikes and missiles are effective for punitive action and destroying military assets, but
controlling land requires boots on the ground.

o ars g 3R FAATSe delcs FIiaTs dUT Ao HATA T oT5C et 3 THET 8, et $7fF 1@
faFor & faw S AfAFT Hr smagsmar g g1

e Legacy platforms such as tanks remain relevant despite advances in drones and missiles,”
he said.

o 3ogiel el foh Zier 3R FramEet 7 Wi & arasie E S IRIRe Telewhia et o arfars 8
¢ He noted that Russia has managed to seize and hold territory in Ukraine because it
possesses both infantry and armoured formations.

o 3ogicl gl foh TF Tahet H &1 W hooll il A 3 TATC T@el H Ahel 6T Fi1eh 38 I deer
¥ 3R TEAEE FIAAT ST & |

e According to him, tanks now require dedicated anti-drone protection and integrated air
defence support.

o 3e7h ITAR 379 ST Y AT TE)-gher R 3R Uehlepcl AT & FHSA Y HTGRIeheT &

e Obstacles such as canals and layered defensive lines also complicate armoured operations.
o B 3R SE-EANY A dfFTaT off SCieig HHITAT B SAfeer Srel €

e Singh emphasised that future warfare will increasingly rely on integrated multi-domain

operations involving the Army, Air Force and Navy, supported by cyber warfare,
economic measures and maritime power.

o E = o e 3 ifasr o1 e AT, ATy @1 31N AR St FYFT ag-aH= (Multi-Domain)
FRAEAT 9T MR 81T, Toieg Argar I, i sural 3R wadt afFa o1 gad= gred gem|

e He added that military history demonstrates a continuous cycle of technological innovation
and countermeasures.

o 3ogiat el foh Ao sfaer aaed samar 3R ufd-3uarat & Rax @ & g2fiar &
o  “‘Whenever one weapon system appears dominant, countermeasures eventually emerge.
o 3ogiel heT, ‘ST ¢ IS GIAAR TSN THE Selcll &, 38eh Ta%ets Wia-39r ot fashfare gt sidt €1

e Tanks will continue adapting through technological innovation and remain relevant,” Singh
said.
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o TAE o Fer [ EF TheiTehl ATmaRT & ATEIH ¥ AIMAR fahfAd gid Igar AR grafares st |

Role has changed, not ended

e Globally, tanks no longer dominate battlefields in the way they did between the Second
World War and the end of the Cold War.

o ARG TR WX EF 379 JeuraTT R N Tegcarell w761 18, S d ST farea geur & oot ot
ey & 3Hd o I

o Cheap drones have significantly reduced their ability to operate independently.

o  TEI AT 7 37 TITT T ¥ TATeAeT et T &THAT Y HIHT HF T AT |

e Yet they have not become obsolete.

o TSNS T T gU ¥

e Indiais introducing an entirely new class of tanks because its principal armoured challenge

lies not on drone-saturated plains but in the high Himalayas, where altitude, mobility and
transportability determine operational success.

o XA QY AE A3 AN o o AT Y T@T & FiTeh ST HET TEee Yeitell 31T F o Agmeir
&3t & 81, sfew 3= fFaTeT 7 §, 58T s, afaefiedr 31 aRager aaar aRares awear ag
FAT gl

e The Zorawar is designed to address a uniquely Indian strategic requirement that many
Western militaries do not face.

o SRMET A AR F ATASe IWENTAT 3TaeTehdr oY a1 & IWH 3arrseT fohar rar &, forgerr
HIHAT g TR HeAT3T Y TG AT IS

e The tank is no longer the undisputed king of the battlefield.

o ¥ 39 ey F1 R darg T A8 T

e Butit remains something even more enduring: an indispensable component of combined-
arms warfare.

o AfeheT Ig 31T 11 WY+ §AIR Fg¥r (Combined-Arms Warfare) wwmﬁmﬁmmgm
J

¢ In a battlefield increasingly dominated by drones, guided missiles and precision weapons
capable of destroying multi-million-dollar armoured vehicles within seconds, tanks continue to
provide one capability that no drone can replicate: the ability to physically seize, occupy and
hold ground.

oUW geyaT # ST 2, Meds fAwTge 3R Rie eAR Fo & 9s 7 F0 SR & sEAvEs
qTE=AT T ASC FX T &, & 379 3T T VAT &THAT YSTd hld & ToTaehT SRTaRT IS e A8l
FhdaT—Trdr 817 I #ifads T & et 311, 38 AaRa w@ar 31 aame @

e Ultimately, wars are won not only by destroying the enemy but by controlling territory.

o AT e hael GUHT I 7S hieh oTgl, STech &1 T faF=or FTRT 7 Siid S 8|

e And for that, boots on the ground, supported by tanks, remain indispensable.

. ﬁ@%ﬁtéﬁ%mﬁaﬁmmmaﬁawﬁ%ﬁaﬁgc%l
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